






Report from Unmet Needs Sub-Committee 
 

The sub-committee met for the third occasion on May 31, 2016. The sub-committee is submitting 
the following as the most pressing unmet Mental/Behavioral Health needs for Amador County. The 
sub-committee presents these unmet needs in an attempt to influence circumstances to prevent a 
community crisis in the future in light of the decrease in the number of dedicated resources and the 
issues that continue to impact Amador County. 
 

1. Lack of access to initial and on-going mental/behavioral health care in Amador 
County. 

a. Current issues include: 
i. Consistent rescheduling of appointments 

ii. Lack of adequate psychiatric services in the area 
iii. Decreasing number of PCP’s in the area or other medical professionals willing to 

address psychiatric issues with patients 
b. Some possible solutions for this issue include: 

i. Telecare or sharing of psychiatric care with other counties 
ii. A navigator/advocate who will help the client understand and complete the 

process to obtain and maintain mental/behavioral health within the current 
system 

iii. Increase in counseling services 
 

2. Amador County desperately needs to develop a short-term and/or crisis stabilization 
unit. 

a. Current issues include: 
i. No place for people who need a crisis assessment after hours (M-F 8-6 p.m.) 

or place for people “cool down” and be assessed for further treatment, if 
necessary (currently have to go to the emergency room at Sutter Amador 
Hospital or to psychiatric facility in Sacramento) 

ii. Adults and children with Medicare only, private insurance, or Veterans 
without Medical cannot be seen by ACBH 

b. Some possible solutions for this issue include: 
i. Expanding the services of collaborating agencies to offer this service 
ii. A new unit either at Sutter Amador Hospital or within the community 

(Pending legislation may offer the opportunity for funds to be allocated for 
this purpose.) 
 

3. Lack of care for dual-diagnosis population (mental/behavioral health combined with 
substance abuse issues). 

a. Current issues include: 
i. Depletion of medical care in the area (not enough physicians in the area 

willing to address the dual issue) 
ii. No facility in the area specifically designed to address this issue 

b. Some possible solutions for this issue include: 
i. Clinic devoted to this issue within HHS 

ii. Free standing clinic to address this issue 
iii. Expansion of services at collaborating agencies to address this issue 

 
























































