
 

 

 

STAFF REPORT TO: AMADOR COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

FOR MEETING OF: JULY 9, 2019 

 

Item 3 -  Zoning Interpretation Hearing (ZI-19;6-2). Request by Gerry Ninnis/Goose Hill Rock quarry 

for a Zoning Ordinance Interpretation pursuant to Amador County Code Section 19.24.040, “A,” 

Agricultural district regulations, regarding whether or not the “A” district’s conditional use of 

“recreation” extends to Recreational Vehicle Parks. 

 

  Applicant:  Gerry Ninnis/Goose Hill Rock (Doug Ketron, representative) 

  Supervisorial District: 2 

Location: 6080 Jackson Valley Road, Ione, CA (APN: 012-040-049). 

 

A. General Plan Designation: AG, Agriculture-General (40 acre minimum parcel size) 

 

B. Present Zoning:  “X,” Special Use District 

 

C. Background:  The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) requires that mined 

lands are returned to an end use consistent with the mine’s Reclamation Plan.  The current 

Reclamation Plan for the Goose Hill Rock surface mine requires the mined land to be reclaimed as 

wetlands, wildlife habitat, and water storage. The property owners wish to eventually construct a 

Recreational Vehicle Park on the portion of the property originally to be reclaimed as wetlands and 

wildlife habitat. 

 

The “X,” Special Use District, zoning of the property is no longer compatible with the property’s 

General Plan designation of A-G, Agriculture-General. Therefore, in order to apply for an RV Park 

in the future, the applicant would have to apply for a Zone Change to a district which allows such a 

use AND is compatible with the A-G General Plan designation.  The “A,” Agricultural district is 

the only district compatible with the A-G General Plan designation which allows recreation use, and 

only with a Use Permit.  (Other districts compatible with A-G are “AG,” Exclusive Agriculture, 

“RE,” Residential Estates, “R1A,” Single-family Residential and Agricultural, and “MR,” Mineral 

Resources.)   Prior to pursuing a Reclamation Plan amendment, Zone Change, and Use Permit, the 

applicants are requesting an interpretation as to whether “recreation” extends to Recreational 

Vehicle Parks and is consistent with the intent of County Code Section 19.24.040, “A,” Agricultural 

district conditional uses. 

 

D. Planning Commission Action:  The Planning Commission may either: 

 

1. Find that “recreation” extends to Recreational Vehicle Parks and is consistent with the intent of 

County Code Section 19.24.040, “A,” Agricultural district conditional uses. 

 

2. Find that “recreation” does not extend to Recreational Vehicle Parks and is not consistent with 

the intent of County Code Section 19.24.040, “A,” Agricultural district conditional uses. 

 

E. Findings: If the Planning Commission moves to find that Recreational Vehicle Parks are consistent 

with the “A,” Agricultural district conditional, the action must be based on specific findings (please 

specify in the motion) which are supported by materials or statements presented during the hearing. 
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