
AGENDA 

TRI-COUNTY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Friday, August 16, 2019 10:00 A.M. 

KMPUD Community Services Building, Loop Road, Kirkwood, CA 

For further information on agenda items, please contact the Amador County Planning Department at (209) 

223-6380.  Off-agenda items must be approved pursuant to Section 54956.5 of the Government Code. To 

join the meeting via telephone, call 1-800-511-7985; use access code 480096. 

 

A. Call to Order 

B. Approve Agenda 

C. Correspondence 

D. Minutes: July 19, 2019 

E. Public Matters: Information items and persons wishing to address TAC regarding non-agenda items. 

F. Agenda Items: 

 

ITEM 1: Discussion and possible action regarding a request to modify four street identification 

signs along Kirkwood Meadows Drive at the intersections with Merrill, Wintergreen, 

Hawkweed, and Fremont. The planned modifications include the addition of 2-inch tall 

letters below the street name with the text “Private Road.”  The additional text will 

maintain the same style of the original street signs. The sign panels will need to be 

increased from 8” to 11.5” tall to accommodate the additional text.  No other changes 

are requested.  (Bertrand Perroud, Kirkwood Meadows Association)    

ITEM 2: Discussion regarding the condition of existing street signs in Kirkwood. (Bertrand 

Perroud, Kirkwood Meadows Association) 

ITEM 3: Continued discussion and possible acceptance of the 2017/2018 Parking Analysis 

submitted May, 2018 for compliance with Kirkwood Specific Plan Mitigation Measure 

4.7(d)/COA 97.  This item was continued to allow KMR to include parking capacity for 

compliance with MM 4.7(d), and to include calculations for loss of parking due to snow 

storage. (Kirkwood Mountain Resort) 

ITEM 4: Discussion and possible acceptance of the 2018/2019 Parking Analysis submitted May 

2019, for compliance with Kirkwood Specific Plan Mitigation Measure 4.7(d)/COA 97. 

(Kirkwood Mountain Resort) 

ITEM 5: Discussion and possible action concerning the following 2018/2019 Mitigation and 

Monitoring Reports: (Kirkwood Mountain Resort) 

a) Avalanche Forecasting Report – MM 4.1/COA 32 

b) Snowmaking Noise Report – MM 4.9(b)/COA 126 

c) Cultural Resource Materials Report – MM 4.5(j)/COA 93 

d) Employee Housing Report – MM 4.10(a)/COA 127 

e) Street Sweeping Report – MM 4.2(v)/COA 50 

f) Fishing Posters Report – MM 4.3.1(h)/COA 56 

g) Sensitive Resource Posters Report – MM 4.12(c)/COA 140 

 

G. Adjourn 
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MINUTES 

TRI-COUNTY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
10:00 A.M. Friday, July 19, 2019 

KMPUD Community Services Building, Loop Road, Kirkwood, CA 

 

Present: 

 

Brian Peters 

Brendan Ferry 

Chuck Beatty 

Amanda Caldwell 

Tom Fortune 

Erik Christeson 

Brandon Gardeller 

Katheryn Evatt 

 

A. Call to Order 

 

Brendan Ferry called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

 

B. Approve Agenda 

 

An addendum to Item 2 was introduced by the Applicant, Kirkwood Mountain Resort.  

Chuck Beatty made the motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Brian Peters.  

The Agenda was approved 3-0.  

 

C. Correspondence 

 

Correspondence was received from Amanda Caldwell regarding mitigation measures of the 

Kirkwood Specific Plan. The committee agreed to continue the items for the following meeting. 

The discussion of parking issues along Kirkwood Meadows Dr. as well as the 2018/2019 Parking 

Analysis was continued from last meeting. There was correspondence between Kirkwood Meadows 

Association’s attorney and Tri-TAC.  

 

D. Minutes: May 11, 2018, September 14, 2018, November 9, 2018, February 9 2019 

 

Chuck Beatty moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Brendan Ferry. Brian Peters abstained. 

Motion carried 2-0. 

 

E. Public Matters: Information items and persons wishing to address the Committee regarding 

non-agenda items. 

 

None. 

 

F. Agenda Items: 

 

ITEM 1: Discussion and possible recommendation to the Amador County Planning 

Commission regarding a request for a Variance from County Code Section 

19.24.040, “PD-R1” District Regulations which requires a 25’ front yard building 
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setback.  The Applicant proposes to construct an attached garage and enclosed 

walkway up to 25’ into the building setback.   

 Applicant: George and Rae Charos  

 Location: 34061 Danberg Drive, Kirkwood; APN 026-161-007 

 

Brendan Ferry introduced the item. Chuck Beatty provided background of the application, citing a 

variance for a covered walkway approved in 2002. A later application expressed intent to extend the 

walkway to the edge of the pavement, but the application was not finalized. The current item 

includes the extension of a walkway and garage. In 2016, the County granted the right-of-ways in 

Kirkwood Meadows to the subdivision’s HOA. Brendan Ferry inquired as to the intent of the 

applicant to proceed with this project to which Chuck Beatty expressed that the applicant intended 

to begin construction soon. Discussion of past practice of variance approval ensued. Chuck Beatty 

commented regarding the historical necessitation of variances in order to extend walkways and 

garages due to snow removal. No public comments regarding this item. 

 

Chuck Beatty motioned to recommend approval of the variance to the Amador County Planning 

Commission, seconded by Brendan Ferry.  

Motion Carried 3-0. 

 

ITEM 2: Discussion and possible action regarding proposed changes to the Kirkwood 

Mountain Resort main entrance signs. Pursuant to Exhibit G of the 2003 Kirkwood 

Specific Plan, “Sign Ordinance,” changes to the main entrance sign are to be 

reviewed and approved by the Tri-County Technically Advisory Committee.   

  Applicant: Kirkwood Mountain Resort 

  Location: 50950 Highway 88, Kirkwood; APN 026-010-021 

 

Item 2 was introduced by Brendan Ferry. Brandon Gardeller, the director of maintenance from 

Kirkwood Mountain Resort was present as the applicant and stated that the project would consist 

of the replacement of the entrance signs on Kirkwood Meadows Dr., and was consistent with the 

resort’s branding and with the Department of Forest Service’s Title 5. The materials would be a 

composite material similar to that of the existing sign, with updated logos and design. The current 

lighting design would be eliminated, replaced with backlighting to illuminate the lettering and 

backed with a rock façade. There would a potential addition of smaller logos to reference resort 

activities available and a smaller sign that should include a changeable message sign below the 

logo with lettering to indicate events, seasons, and other relevant messages. Brendan Ferry inquired 

about the black edge wrap as submitted in the original application. The applicant clarified that the 

newer proposal submitted as an addendum would place icons on the secondary section to reduce 

visual distraction for passersby. There would be no change in the sign foundations, and all other 

changes were subtle but necessary. Brendan Ferry inquired further about the new lighting design, 

to which the applicant responded that there would be lights on only one of the sign with no 

overhead spotlights. Chuck Beatty asked the applicant if the black would remain on the sign face 

for those leaving the resort. Brandon Gardeller responded that there would be two outgoing 

messages, the Forest Service Shield and “Thank you for visiting” as well as “In partnership with the 

Forest Service.” The background would be gray.  Brendan Ferry cited the existing sign ordinance. 

Brian Peters noted that the ordinance references general design, blending, and size limits. Chuck 

Beatty added that the ordinance specifies materials as wood or metal. The committee discussed the 

composite material proposed with the application with regards to the materials specified in the 

existing ordinance. Brandon Gardeller added that the material would consist of metal paneling 
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filled with hard plastic for one sign, and that the other sign would be a composite. Brian Peters 

determined that it is in the capacity of Tri-TAC to approve materials that deviate from the approved 

materials in the ordinance. Brendan clarified with the applicant that the sign would be the same 

size. Amanda Caldwell identified the part of the ordinance that grants Tri-TAC the authority to 

approve design variations. A brief discussion of the font ensued and it was determined that the 

presented application was of a compatible font or style (per the ordinance). Katherine Evatt 

(representing the Foothill Conservancy) expressed concerns regarding potential light pollution. The 

applicant responded that the lighting was less impactful than the existing sign lighting, replacing 

indirect lighting on a metal surface with a more diffuse backlighting of the logo, eliciting a positive 

response from Katherine Evatt. No further comments. 

Tri-TAC members approved the main entrance signs to Kirkwood Mountain Resort’s adjusted 

exhibit, with findings that Item 12 of the Kirkwood Sign Ordinance grants Tri-TAC to approve 

variances from the ordinance and therefore approve the composite material, and therefore approve 

the composite material presented.  

 

Brendan Ferry moved to approve the entrance sign adjustments by Kirkwood Mountain Resort as 

amended by the new exhibits. Brian Peters seconded.  

Motion carried 3-0. 

 

ITEM 3: Discussion and possible action regarding a permit for the removal of six 

hazardous trees in a residential area.  Pursuant to Appendix 2 of the 2003 

Kirkwood Specific Plan, “Tree Ordinance,” hazardous trees may be removed prior 

to permit approval.    

 Applicant: Brian Loll  

 APN: 026-182-006  

 Location:  50954 Wintergreen Way, Kirkwood; APN 026-182-006 

 

Item 3 was introduced by Brendan Ferry. Chuck Beatty verified that the project was located in 

Amador County and added that the existing tree ordinance allows removal of any trees dead, 

dying, or diseased as certified by a forester. This action could be completed prior to Tri-TAC 

approval. Chuck Beatty also clarified that there has not historically been any tangible permit, and 

that Minutes serve as the written approval for the removal of the trees. Brendan Ferry verified that 

all the trees introduced in the application, six lodge pole pines, were deemed hazardous by the 

forester (Foothill Service Management). No public comments.  

 

Chuck Beatty motioned approval, seconded by Brendan.  

Motion approved 3-0 and Chuck Beatty stated that he would notify the applicant of the project 

approval. 

 

ITEM 4: Discussion regarding Employee Housing and “Employee Restricted Deeds;” 

(KMPUD General Manager Christeson) 

 

KMPUD General Manager Erik Christeson initiated the discussion expressing concerns over the 

jurisdiction’s ability and actions to enforce the requirements of the Employee Housing provisions 

of the Specific Plan, as it would be cost prohibitive for those adhering to the requirements when 

others are not reprimanded for inobservance of the regulations. Mr. Christeson asked what was 

being done currently to enforce the deed restrictions placed on applicable properties since 

employee housing regulations require deed restricted units to be occupied by employees at least 
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50% of the time.  Brendan Ferry and Brian Peters agreed that the enforcement of deed restrictions 

is an ongoing problem and that ownership of the unit is not the problem, but the occupancy. 

Chuck Beatty stated that Tri-TAC has received reports from KMR in a checkbook format 

documenting the developments and units on reserve. Amanda Caldwell responded that they have 

access to the 2012 checkbook but it may not be accurate as employee housing isn’t all owned by 

the resort and new housing isn’t based on deed restriction. Mr. Christeson stated that there is an 

inherent value to have resident employees, but there is a clear disadvantage if people abuse the 

system. Brian Peters stated that there is not a long list of deed restricted units, and housing 

tracking needs to happen due to the transference of units. Regulation of the deed restricted 

private condos would necessitate examination of the current status, location, and the generation 

of updated information. Chuck stated that they could track the ownership but ultimately would 

require a title search. It was decided that the checkbook provided by KMR would serve as a 

starting point, then receive a recorded list of transfers to generate an updated list which Tri-TAC 

would review. Brian Peters stated that realtors should be careful to disclose the deed restrictions 

on sales. Erik Christeson responded that the resident realtors are generally good, but that out-of-

area realtors contribute the most problems when they do not understand, or don’t care to disclose 

the deed restrictions.  

 

The last three reports from the resort up to 2012 were generated prior to Vale ownership. The 

committee proposed an informational letter describing deed restrictions and relevant regulations 

to owners. Erik Christeson stated that all transfers pass by KMPUD therefore they are able to help 

track the ownership. Brian Peters expressed concerns with tracking occupancy, especially with part-

time occupants. The committee stated that there is an inherent assumption of occupancy for 

owner-occupants. Chuck Beatty stated that the ownership doesn’t matter as much as the 

employee occupancy. Erik Christeson stated that the owner and occupant is usually indicated 

through the registration with the utility district. Public comment presented the idea to send out 

questionnaires to occupants to certify occupancy under the deed restriction, perhaps under 

perjury in order to allow tracking. General discussion ensued concerning the transfer of units 

created to KMPUD’s Lava Rock Lodge and other transfers. Brendan recommended a process for 

regulation. First, receive most-updated checkbook from KMR, then split it by applicable county, 

and determine current ownership. Brian stated that developments usually need to identify deed 

restrictions prior to construction and title prior to final occupancy as part of project applications, to 

which Chuck Beatty agreed. Brian stated that an exhaustive title record search and of project files 

would be necessitated. Brendan Ferry stated that afterward, regular updates would be discussed 

with KPUD, along with further actions. Brendan Ferry asked to agendize the updated list in 

November or December to allow time to update the list.  

 

ITEM 5: Discussion and possible recommendation to Amador LAFCO regarding the 

expansion of Kirkwood Meadows Public Utilities District’s service area for 

electricity to include existing development along the alignment of the Kirkwood 

Meadows Power Line Reliability Project (“Out Valley” transmission line); (KMPUD 

General Manager Christeson) 

 

Erik Christeson initiated the discussion, to be presented to the Eldorado and Amador LAFCO’s. The 

intent of service extension would be to serve only improved parcels existing prior to July 1, 2011 

along the alignment of the LAFCO’s jurisdiction with the highway as the dividing line.  Service 

would not be offered to unimproved or newly developed parcels. Several larger properties are 

currently run off of generators which are a concern to the Air Resources Board, including Camp 

Stockton. KPUD has available capacity, and service will lessen negative environmental impacts as 

well as reduce rates for customers. Caltrans expressed interest in the project. Tri-TAC consensus 
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would influence LAFCO decision. Brendan asked if a CIP analysis would be necessary. Erik said 

there would be no need as they would provide major infrastructure but it would be up to the 

individual properties to plan and install lateral connections. Potential connections include Bear 

River Resort, Caltrans Maintenance Station at Peddler Hill, Camp Stockton, Plasse’s Resort, Kit 

Carson Lodge, Kay’s Resort. Brian Peters referenced the EIR’s mention of facility connections and 

potential growth impacts to the corridor, which would be addressed by service to only improved 

parcels prior to the said date. Brendan Ferry asked about the significance of the date. Katherine 

Evatt stated that that was created with the original mitigation measure negotiations. And 

expressed desire for environmental review. Erik Christeson specified that the new infrastructure 

would be underground, with only the transformers above ground thus complying with CEQA and 

addressing fire risk. Individual impact would be addressed by any incoming applications for 

connection. Katherine stated that a site specific CEQA would be required by the LAFCO applicant. 

The committee discussed a programmatic approach, but Erik Christeson expressed that at that 

point, KMPUD would abandon the project. It was decided that a dual LAFCO meeting, properly 

noticed would be conducted by KMPUD.  

 

Chuck Beatty motioned to recommend to Amador and Eldorado LAFCOs to initiate the study of 

KMPUD extension of service to include existing development as defined by the EIR for the Out-

Valley Project, to include improved parcels as of July 1, 2011.  

Brendan Ferry seconded and the motion carried, 3-0. 

 

G. Adjourn 

 

Brendan adjourned the meeting at 11:15 A.M.  

 

 

 



Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>

KMA Street signs
Bertrand <bertrand@perroud.us> Tue, Jul 30, 2019 at 1:39 PM
To: planning@amadorgov.org

Hello Ruslan,

Please find attached one current street name sign, as an example. 

KMA wants to add the mention Private Road below the street name for the following four posts at KMD crossroads:
Merrill,
Wintergreen,
Hawkweed and
Fremont.
We are planning to keep the same style but will add Private Road  in 2" tall letters below the street name. To do that, we
want to increase the height of the sign from 8" to 11.5".

Thank you.

Bertrand Perroud
KMA Board director
(530) 220 0733

image1.jpeg
198K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=13bfa24a5a&view=att&th=16c449c741bb6b09&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw




Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>

KMA Street signs
Bertrand Perroud <bertrand@perroud.us> Fri, Aug 2, 2019 at 11:43 AM
To: Amador County Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>

What is the date of that exhibit (G)?
Street signs are not described per se, in this ordinance, which mainly pertains to building signs and traffic signs. 

Please be specific on the Tri-TAC agenda item and indicate the request is about existing street signs that are fixed and
upgraded to include Private Road when applicable. 
Also, many of Kirkwood valley existing street signs are in disarray and tri-TAC should do something about this, since they
are regulating signage, as this is ugly. 
So I request this topic to be aded to tri-TAC agenda.

Thanks,

Bertrand

On Aug 2, 2019, at 11:13 AM, Amador County Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org> wrote:

Bertrand,

Attached you will find a .pdf of the Kirkwood Sign Ordinance. 
You will be notified as soon as your item is placed on the next
Tri-TAC agenda.

Best,

Ruslan

On Fri, Aug 2, 2019 at 10:11 AM Bertrand <bertrand@perroud.us> wrote:
Can you send me a copy of the Kirkwood sign ordinance or a link? Thx.

Yes please add this to the next TriTac meeting, but this is useless red tape for such a minor change, IMO.
I will express such at the TriTAC meeting.

Thanks,

Bertrand
Sent from my phone

On Aug 2, 2019, at 8:47 AM, Amador County Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org> wrote:

Bertrand,

As Kirkwood has its own sign ordinance that regulates the type, shape, and location of
signs, 
it would be best to have this matter go before the Tri-County Technical Advisory Committee
(Tri-TAC).
Please let us know if you would like this matter go before Tri-TAC, and we will put it on the
next
available agenda. Meetings typically take place on the second Friday of the month.

Best,

mailto:planning@amadorgov.org
mailto:bertrand@perroud.us
mailto:planning@amadorgov.org


Ruslan

On Tue, Jul 30, 2019 at 1:40 PM Bertrand <bertrand@perroud.us> wrote:
Hello Ruslan,

Please find attached one current street name sign, as an example. 

KMA wants to add the mention Private Road below the street name for the following four
posts at KMD crossroads:
Merrill,
Wintergreen,
Hawkweed and
Fremont.
We are planning to keep the same style but will add Private Road  in 2" tall letters below
the street name. To do that, we want to increase the height of the sign from 8" to 11.5".

Thank you.

Bertrand Perroud
KMA Board director
(530) 220 0733

-- 
Amador County Planning Department
810 Court Street
Jackson, CA 95642
(209) 223-6380
planning@amadorgov.org

<Exhibit G - SpecificPlan-SignOrdinance.pdf>

-- 
Amador County Planning Department
810 Court Street
Jackson, CA 95642
(209) 223-6380
planning@amadorgov.org

<Exhibit G - SpecificPlan-SignOrdinance.pdf>

triTAC signs.pdf
241K

mailto:bertrand@perroud.us
mailto:planning@amadorgov.org
mailto:planning@amadorgov.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=13bfa24a5a&view=att&th=16c53a5248585050&attid=0.1.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw




































HELP PRESERVE THE PAST

Remember, as you explore the Kirkwood region you 
are entering a historic area. You may find and pick up 
an arrowhead or a piece of pottery and wonder about 
the people who made it. Who were they? How did 
they live? When did they live?

By leaving these items as you found them, you will 
leave in place clues that could help us answer these 
very questions. If you take artifacts home with you, 
or move them to other spots, you may destroy clues 
to the past. Every artifact is not merely something to 
be held and examined, it is also a piece of a puzzle 
which, when put  together with other pieces, allows 
us to unravel the mysteries of the past.

Please treat all historic and archaeological sites with 
care and respect when you visit them. Remember 
any unauthorized excavation,  removal, damage, 
alteration or defacement of  archaeological resources 
is against state and federal regulations.

Please report any undiscovered cultural or historical 
sites you may find to:

THE CULTURAL HISTORY OF

KIRKWOOD                 
CALIFORNIA

THE KIRKWOOD INN

Kirkwood Station, as it was originally called, soon 
became a hostelry, post office and stagecoach depot, 
which served many travelers through the Sierra in 
the late 1800s. In 2014, the Kirkwood Inn celebrated 
its 150th year of friendly western hospitality.

Today the Inn is a popular restaurant and bar located 
at Kirkwood’s entrance on Scenic California State 
Route 88. The Inn sits on the point where Alpine, 
Amador and El Dorado counties’ boundaries all 
meet. The Alpine/El Dorado county line actually runs 
right through the old bar room.

Kirkwood Mountain Resort 
1-800-967-7500

Zachariah S. Kirkwood 
chose this lush alpine valley 
for his summer ranching 
operations and settled here 
in the late 1850s.  In 1861, 
he began the construction 
of the log cabin we know 
today as the Kirkwood Inn.

U.S. Forest Service 
Amador Ranger District 

(209) 295-4251
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Kirkwood Mountain Resort 
Highway 88 at Carson Pass 

1-800-967-7500

www.kirkwood.com
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EARLY KIRKWOOD HISTORY

Kirkwood’s mountains, valleys, lakes and rivers hold 
a special place in the history of our country, having 
afforded many solace, shelter and opportunity through 
its abundant natural resources and unique location in the 
Sierra Nevada mountain range.

Some of the earliest 
travelers to the 
Kirkwood area were the 
Washoe, a tribe whose 
history spans nearly 
9,000 years in the area. 
The Washoe people lived 
a seasonal and nomadic 
life. In the spring and 
summer months here 
the Washoe would 
hunt, fish, and collect 
medicinal plants, roots, 
and berries for the winter season. There are several places 
along the ridge tops where evidence of Kirkwood’s early past 
can be found in lithic scatter areas. These are areas where 
cultural remains such as crude stone tools, spear heads and 
arrow head points can be found. 

Like the Washoe before them, explorers, trappers and 
the early gold-seeking emigrants of the 1800s would find 
the barren mountaintops and ridges as the easiest of 
passable routes through the mountains during the snow 
months. These high altitude routes were favored for travel 
because their exposure to the wind would scour away the 
deep, impassable snow pack.

One of the earliest 
documentations of 
travel in this area by 
European descendents 
can be found in the 
memoirs of Jedediah 
Strong Smith who is 
believed to have passed 
through this area 
as early as 1826. Kit 
Carson also explored 
near here on his many 

trapping and scouting trips as early as 1838. 

Captain John C. Fremont led his exploration party, which 
included Kit Carson as a scout, through the Sierra in 

January and February of 1844 in search of a passable 
route to Sutter’s Fort in the California gold country. 
Following an old Native American trade trail, Fremont’s 
party including 67 horses and mules first sighted Lake 
Tahoe on February 14, 1844 from the top of what is 
believed to be the nearby 10,067 foot Red Lake Peak.

Word of Fremont’s 
successful passage 
through the Sierra 
spread, and by the 
summer of 1848, a 
battalion of Mormon 
soldiers attempted  
the same route in 
reverse, back to 
Salt Lake City from 
Sacramento. The 
soldiers cleared 
and charted Captain 

Fremont’s route, making it accessible for their wagons. 
This trail became heavily traveled during the late 1840s 
and 1850s, and has had many names including the 
Carson Emigrant Road, Amador Grade and the Carson 
Canyon Route. Today this popular route is widely known 
as the Mormon Emigrant Trail.

The Mormon Emigrant Trail passes through the Kirkwood 
mountain area, winding up over the saddle just south of 

Thimble Peak, following approximately the same route 
as Kirkwood’s Sunrise Chair #4. To this day, rust marks 
from the iron wagon wheels can be seen on the granite 
rocks along the route. Some scars on the trees made 
from the ropes and 
pulleys used to haul 
the heavy wagons 
up over the rugged 
terrain still remain. 
The trail continues 
around Emigrant Lake, 
located just south of 
Kirkwood’s Iron Horse 
Chair #3, and then 
easterly along the 
south side of Caples 
Lake and up and over 
Carson Pass.

Regular mail delivery was established in the 1850s but 
was stopped during the winter months when deep snow 
closed the roads. In 1856, a Norwegian emigrant, Jon 
Torsteinson-Rue, nicknamed “Snowshoe Thompson,” 
took on the mail delivery job. 

Snowshoe became legendary as the only communication 
link over the Sierra during that time. He delivered 
the mail two to four times a month, for 20 years, and 
routinely passed through the Kirkwood area until 1876.

Snowshoe learned to 
ski in the Telemark 
region of Norway, 
and skiing on 10-
foot long homemade 
oak skis, he made 
the two-day trek to 
Sacramento and the 
return three-day trip 
back to Genoa, Nevada 
via the Mormon 
Emigrant Trail.

Soon there became a greater need for a quick mail 
delivery system, and the Pony Express Company was 
born in January of 1860. A pony relay system of 120 
stations was established across the west. For five weeks 
the Pony Express trail ran through Kirkwood before it 
was re-routed over the Kingsbury Grade to shorten the 
distance from Virginia City to Sacramento by 15 miles.

Newer and faster 
routes connecting 
emerging cities and 
towns resulted in fewer 
travelers taking the old 
Mormon Immigrant 
Trail. Over the next 100 
years, the Kirkwood 
area would host mostly 
sheepherders and 
fishermen, few staying 
for very long.

In the late 1960s, Bud Klein, financier and ski 
enthusiast, arrived in the Kirkwood Valley and spent 
several years surveying the land he hoped would 
become the ski area now nestled in National Forest 
and Wilderness. After careful planning with many 
of the areas overseeing agencies, permission was 
granted to proceed with the development of what 
is now known as Kirkwood Mountain Resort. While 
many plans took longer than initially predicted, or 
were modified over the years, the vision originally 
articulated by Bud Klein remains true and is still the 
driving force in the valley today. 

At the heart of it all is the essence of Kirkwood; respect for 
the environment, pioneering spirit, a sense of adventure, a 
love for the legends and lore of days gone by—its colorful 
past is forever intertwined into its future.
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