
 
 

STAFF REPORT TO:   AMADOR COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

FOR MEETING OF:   SEPTEMBER 10, 2019. 

 

ITEM  - 3 REQUEST FOR A ZONE CHANGE FROM THE “X,” SPECIAL USE DISTRICT 

TO THE “AG,” EXCLUSIVE AGRICULTURE DISTRICT, IN CONJUNCTION 

WITH A REQUEST FOR INCLUSION OF THE SAME 160 ACRES INTO A LAND 

CONSERVATION ACT CONTRACT (APN 001-200-012). 

 

 Applicants: Michael C. and Janice B. Daines 

 Supervisorial District: 2 

 Location: Southwest of the intersection of Carbondale Rd. and Irish Hill Rd.  

 

A. GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: AG, Agricultural General 

 

B. CURRENT ZONING: “X,”  Special Use District 

 

C. DESCRIPTION:  This applicant has applied for inclusion of approximately 160 acres into a California 

Land Conservation Act (Williamson Act) contract. The property is currently zoned “X,” Special Use 

District, with an AG, Agriculture-General, General Plan designation. The intended use of the property 

is dry cattle pasture. Applications for Williamson Act contracts include a simultaneous request to 

rezone the contracted property to “AG,” Exclusive Agriculture District, and the permitted uses in the 

“AG,” zone become the land use limitations of the contract. The agricultural income and improvements 

for the parcel, as provided by the applicant, are included in the attached information.   

 

D. AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACTION: The Agricultural Advisory Committee 

reviewed the request for inclusion into a Williamson Act contract and recommended approval of the 

request, as submitted, to the Board of Supervisors.  

 

E. STAFF REVIEW:  This project was reviewed by the Amador County Community Development 

Agency, which found no technical objection to the Planning Commission recommending approval of 

the Zone Change to the Board of Supervisors along with the adoption of a Notice of Exemption.  

 

F. PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Should the Planning Commission recommend approval of 

the zone change from “X,” Special Use District, to “AG,” Exclusive Agriculture District, to the Board 

of Supervisors, the findings below are recommended for inclusion with the motion to approve. 

 

G. FINDINGS:   

1. The zone change is consistent with the Amador County General Plan Land Use designation of 

Agriculture –General for the property; 

2. The agricultural preserve will meet the agricultural improvement requirements of the “AG,” zone 

district for parcels 160 acres or larger as outlined in County Code § 19.24.036 D(2); and 

3. The zone change is categorically exempt according to Section 15317, Class 17 of the State CEQA 

Guidelines (Open Space Contracts or Easements) and a Notice of Exemption will be adopted and 

filed with the County Clerk/Recorder. 
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