
Amador Air District Agenda    

 AMADOR AIR DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
810 Court Street, Jackson, California 95642 

AGENDA 

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 

Please Note: All Air District Board meetings are recorded. 
 

Anyone who wishes to address the Board must speak from the podium and should print their name on the Board 

Meeting Speaker list, which is located on the podium. The Clerk will collect the list at the end of the meeting. 

If you are disabled and need a disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please 

contact the Clerk of the Board, at 209-257-0112 or 209-257-0116 (fax).  Requests must be made as early as 

possible and at least one-full business day before the start of the meeting. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Determination of a Quorum: 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda for this date; any and all off-agenda items must be approved by the 

Board (pursuant to §54954.2 of the Government Code). 
 

Public Matters Not on the Agenda:  Discussion items only, no action to be taken. Any person may address the Board 

at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the Amador Air District Board of Directors; however, any matter 

that requires action may be referred to staff and/or a committee for a report and recommendation for possible action at a 

subsequent Board meeting.  Please note - there is a five (5) minute limit per topic. 
 

Administrative Matters: 

Correspondence:  Letter from Jan Hewitt, Lockwood Fire Protection District 

Adjournment:  Until next meeting on January 21, 2020 at 1:30pm 

1. Minutes: Review and approval of the August 20, 2019 Board Minutes as presented or revised. Action 

2. Public Hearing for Adoption of Emergency Episode Plan:  Action 

3. RAP Funding: Action. 

4. Special Projects Request: Action 

5. Smoke Reduction Bin Program (Pine Needles): Action 

6. APCO’s Update: Informational only, no action to be taken. 

 Truck and Bus Rule – Letter to CARB Executive Officer 

 Vicini Brothers Green Waste Recycling Facility – Ad Hoc Committee 

 Amador/El Dorado Joint Woodstove Replacement Program 

 Possible Electric Vehicle Charging Station at Holiday Inn Express 

 Financials through October 10, 2019 
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ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
ITEM 1 

Minutes  
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Amador Air District Board of Directors Meeting 

Summary Minutes for August 20, 2019 Meeting held at 1:30 pm 

 
Meeting was recorded in the Amador County Board of Supervisors Chambers  

810 Court Street, Jackson, California 
 

Determination of a Quorum  

Present on Roll Call:  
Pat Crew  Amador County District 1, Supervisor  
Richard Forster Amador County District 2, Supervisor 
Jeff Brown Amador County District 3, Supervisor   
Brian Oneto  Amador County District 5, Supervisor  
Bob Stimpson City of Jackson, Councilman  (Chair) 
Tom Reed City of Ione, Councilman
Robin Peters City of Sutter Creek, Councilman 
Jon Colburn City of Plymouth, Councilman 

Absent on Roll Call:  

Tim Knox City of Amador City, Councilman 
Frank Axe Amador County District 4, Supervisor 

Staff/Others:  
Jim McHargue, APCO 
Herminia Perry, Clerk of the Board 
Matt Peterson, Air Pollution Inspector II 
Bob Fine 
Susan Dollins 
Gayle Goetz 
Rick Ferriera, Amador Water Agency 
Andrea Petretti, Amador Water Agency 
Ken Wertz 
 

NOTE: These minutes remain in Draft form until approved by Minute Order at the next regular meeting of the 
Board of Directors. Any packets prepared by Staff are hereby incorporated into these minutes by reference as 
though set forth in full. Any staff report, recommended findings, mitigation measures, conditions, or 
recommendations which are referred to by Board members in their decisions which are contained in the staff 
reports are part of these minutes by reference only. Any written material, petitions, packets, or comments 
received at the hearing also become a part of these minutes by reference. 

At 1:31 p.m. Chair Stimpson called the meeting to order. It was determined that there was a quorum for 
business. 
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Pledge of Allegiance: Chair Stimpson led the Board and staff in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Approval of Agenda: Approval of the agenda for this date; any and all off agenda items must be approved 

by the Board (pursuant to §54954.2 of the Government Code). 

Motion:  It was moved by Director Forster, seconded by Director Peters, and unanimously 
carried to approve the agenda for this date. Vote 8‐0 
 
Absent: Directors Knox and Axe 

  Public Matters Not on the Agenda: Discussion items only; no action to be taken. Any person may address the 
Board at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the Amador Air District Board of Directors; however, any 
matter that requires action may be referred to staff and/or a committee for a report and recommendation for possible 
action at a subsequent Board meeting. Please note ‐ there is a five (5) minute limit per topic 

Bob Fine – Inquiring about funding to help replace old equipment that does not meet air quality 
regulations effective 2020.  He was interested in the FARMER grant program. 

Susan Dollins – Speaking in support of Mr. Bob Fine and all the help he provides to the community 
with his remotely operated grinder.  She was an advocate for Mr. Fine to get any financial help to 
replace his old piece of equipment.   

Gayle Goetz – Wondering why the Free Pine Needle Disposal event in June was not advertised with 
more advanced notice.  Why can’t the bins be placed up country again?  She wanted a schedule 
posted with the dates of the Free Pine Needle Disposal event days. 

Ken Wertz – Has a 1995 truck that effective January 1, 2020 based on the new Truck and Bus 
Regulation Engine Requirements will no longer be in state compliance.  Mr. Wertz uses his truck as a 
means of income.  This regulation will take his truck out of commission.  APCO McHargue offered to 
send a letter to the executive officer of CARB, explaining how this rule will have such a big impact on 
many residents in our County.        

 

 

Administrative Matters 

1. 
 

 
Motion: 

 
 

Minutes: Review and approval of the May 21, 2019 Board Minutes: Approved as 
amended. 
 
 
It was moved by Director Peters, seconded by Director Crew, and unanimously 
carried to approve the minutes for this date as amended. Vote 8‐0 
 
Absent: Directors Knox and Axe 
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2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Motion: 

Public Hearing for FY 2019/2020 District Budget: Discussion and Possible Action 

Public Hearing Opened at 2:06pm 
APCO McHargue explained the minor changes in our budget since the May 21, 
2019 meeting.  Significant line item that changed was the addition of sub‐line item 
523005 under line item 52300.  This was to separate out the cost to the Air District 
of the Air Pollution Control Officer under it’s own line item.  Lastly, APCO 
McHargue touched on the last three line items that are related to our local 
programs giving a breakdown of the funds allocated for each program.  
 
Director Peters inquired about potential projects that our RAP money could be 
used for rather than just a school bus.  Board directed Staff to bring back to our 
next meeting project options for this money.   
 
Rick Ferriera with the Amador Water Agency (AWA) spoke in regards to AWA’s 
interest in applying for the District’s City County Agency Diesel (CCAD) Program 
once again.  They are replacing an old generator at one of their sites.   
 
Public Hearing Closed at 2:19pm 
 
It was moved by Director Forster, seconded by Director Crew to officially close the 
public hearing.  Vote 8‐0 
 
It was moved by Director Forster, seconded by Director Crew, and carried to 
approve by Resolution Fiscal Year 19/20 Final Budget for the Amador Air District 
without amending the Resolution but allowing the Board the choice in the future 
to move money between approved budget lines. Vote 7‐1 

Ayes: Directors Stimpson, Brown, Crew, Peters, Forster, Colburn, and Reed 
Nays: Director Oneto 

 
Absent: Directors Knox and Axe 

**At 2:30pm, Director Forster had to leave the meeting** 

3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Motion: 
 

Public Hearing for Updated Nonattainment New Source Rule (NSR) Rule 400: 
Action 

Public Hearing Opened at 2:33pm 

APCO McHargue explained that our Resolution approving NSR #400 at our June 19, 
2018 meeting lacked specific language that became necessary after the fact.  The 
updated resolution has addressed the required language and satisfies both the 
1997 and 2015 ozone standard non‐attainment requirements.    

Public Hearing Closed at 2:19pm 
 
It was moved by Director Oneto, seconded by Director Crew to officially close the 
public hearing.  Vote 7‐0 
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It was moved by Director Peters, seconded by Director Reed, and unanimously 
carried to approve Resolution 19‐07 in adopting a Nonattainment New Source 
Rule program for ozone Rule 400 as amended.  Vote 7‐0. 

Absent: Directors Knox, Forster and Axe 

4.  APCO Updates: Information only, no action to be taken. 
 
Emergency Episode Plan – DRAFT:  With the help of Mr. Ray Kapahi, the District 
put together an ozone Emergency Episode Plan to submit to EPA and CARB.  This 
was set as a public hearing agenda item, however, on the recommendation of 
CARB we were asked to pull it from this agenda and reschedule the public hearing 
for our October 15, 2019 to allow more time for final review.      
 
Wildfire Smoke Impacts to Health & Messaging Workshop:  The workshop was 
very successful with our local stakeholders and nearby agencies.  Had a good 
outcome and lots of useful information was provided.   
 
Smoke Reduction Bin Program (Pine Needles) – Free Disposal of Pine Needles:  
Next event will be on September 21, 2019.   
 
Vicini Brothers Greenwaste Recycling Facility Ad Hoc Committee:  The committee 
has met.  The committee is expecting follow‐up from the Vicini’s as required in the 
terms of their loan.   
 
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations: Program is ongoing. 
 

Financials: APCO McHargue presented the Board with current financial sheets.  
Informational purpose only. 
 

Absent: Directors Knox, Forster and Axe 

Correspondence:  Letter from Jennifer Gobershock, Woodland Road Association expressing her 
neighborhood appreciation for the green waste bin. 
 

Adjournment:  At 2:42pm the meeting was adjourned until October 15, 2019 at 1:30 pm 
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ITEM 2 

Public Hearing for Adoption of 

Emergency Episode Plan  





Amador Air District 
 

Memorandum 
 

October 15, 2019 
 

 

To:    Board of Directors 

 

From:   Jim McHargue, Air Pollution Control Officer 

 

Subject:  Public Hearing for Emergency Episode Plan    

 
 
The Federal 8‐Hour Ozone Standard was lowered to 0.070 parts per million.  The Amador Air 
District was measured to be 0.071 parts per million for the 2015 standard, placing the District in 
Non‐Attainment for the Ozone Standard.  In addition, Amador County has had more than one 
day with the maximum one‐hour ozone concentration greater than 0.10 ppm between 2014 
and 2017.  Because of this, the District is required to complete an Emergency Episode Plan.   

This Ozone Emergency Episode Plan provides the basis for taking action to prevent ambient 
ozone concentrations from reaching levels, which could endanger public health, or to abate 
such concentrations should they occur.  It identifies criteria for the four levels of emergency 
episodes, components for public announcements whenever an episode has been identified, and 
specifies emission control strategies to be taken with each episode. 

Actions for Each Emergency Episode:   
When an emergency episode is declared, the Amador Air District shall implement the following 
control actions:  

1. Health Advisory Episode  

2. Alert (Stage 1) Episode 

3. Warning (Stage 2) Episode 

4. Emergency (Stage 3) Episode 

The AAD commits to implementing the proposed actions associated with each episode 
identified in this Plan. The implementation of the Plan shall prevent the ambient ozone 
concentration from reaching the harmful level at 0.60 ppm. 

 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Receive public comment on proposed Emergency Episode Plan and approve resolution 
authorizing the Emergency Episode Plan. 
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Ozone Emergency Episode Plan 
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AIR ACT 
 
 

August 26, 2019 
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 Purpose 

This Ozone Emergency Episode Plan provides the basis for taking action to prevent ambient ozone 

concentrations from reaching levels which could endanger public health, or to abate such 

concentrations should they occur. It identifies criteria for the four levels of emergency episodes, 

components for public announcements whenever an episode has been identified, and specifies 

emission control strategies to be taken with each episode. 
 

 

Legal Authority 
The Federal Clean Air Act (CAA)1 gives the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) the legal 

authority to halt the emission of air pollutants causing or contributing to the injury of the public 

or their welfare. The U.S. EPA is further authorized to either bring a lawsuit in federal court or, if 

such civil action cannot assure prompt protection of public health or welfare, to issue such orders as 

may be necessary to protect public health, welfare, or the environment. The authority granted to 

the U.S. EPA Administrator is vested in the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the air 

districts under the California Health & Safety Code (H&SC)
2

. This section of California law applies 

to a range of emissions violations and imposes penalties that are equivalent to or exceed federal 

penalties for violations. 
 

 

Under the authority of the H&SC, the CARB is responsible for controlling emissions from mobile 

sources, while districts are responsible for controlling emissions from non-mobile sources. H&SC 

Section 41700 states that sources are prohibited from emitting any pollutant(s) that can cause 

injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to the public, or that endanger the comfort, repose, 

health, or safety of the public. Furthermore, H&SC Section 42450, et seq., gives districts specific 

authority to abate emissions from any source violating H&SC Section 41700 or any other order, 

rule, or regulation that prohibits or limits the discharge of pollutants, consistent with applicable 

notice and hearing requirements. Under H&SC Section 41509, the CARB or other local agency rules 

cannot infringe upon a district’s authority to declare, prohibit, or abate a nuisance, and California’s 

Attorney General is authorized to enjoin any pollution or nuisance, either on his or her own, or by 

request. 
 

 

In addition to the authority under H&SC, the local air districts can work with the local governing  

body  of  a  city,  county,  or  city  and  county,  pursuant  to  the  California Emergency Services Act3, 

to proclaim a local emergency when there are conditions of disaster or of extreme peril to the 

safety of persons and property within the territorial limits of a city, county, or both a city and 

county, caused by such conditions as air pollution4. When a local emergency is declared, cities and 

counties shall implement their emergency plans and take actions to mitigate or reduce the 

emergency threat.  

                                                           
1Federal Clean Air Act Section 110(a)(2)(G) 
2 California Health and Safety Code Section 42400 et seq. 
3 California Emergency Services Act, California Government Code Section 8550-8668 
4 California Government Code Section 8558 (c) 
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Actions may include deploying field-level emergency response personnel such as law enforcement, 

activating emergency operation centers, and issuing orders to protect the public. Through a local 

emergency declaration, the air districts can obtain law enforcement aids from local governing bodies 

to accomplish necessary actions for preventing ambient ozone concentration from reaching the 

harmful level. 
 
 

Requirement of a Plan for the Prevention of Air Pollution Emergency Episodes  

Under the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)5,  areas that have hourly ozone concentrations above 0.10 

parts per million (ppm) are classified as Priority I Regions and are required to develop a contingency plan 

which must, at a minimum, provide for taking action necessary to prevent ambient ozone 

concentrations at any location in such region from reaching the significant harm level of 0.6 ppm, 

averaged over two hours. As set forth in CFR, three trigger levels (stages) are established for the 

ozone pollution episodes: Alert level (0.2 ppm), Warning level (0.4 ppm), and Emergency level (0.5 

ppm) 6 . Corresponding actions for each specified trigger level would be identified  and  will  be  

implemented  when  the  ambient  ozone  hourly concentration  measurements  reach  the  

specified  trigger  levels.  These elements and actions should provide for rapid short-term emission 

reductions at each trigger level, to avoid high ozone concentrations from reaching significant harm 

levels during an episode. 
 

 

Development of the Ozone Emergency Episode Plan for Amador County 

Amador County is classified as non-attainment for the 2015 federal ozone eight-hour average 

standard7. Since Amador County has had more than one day with the maximum one-hour 

concentration  greater  than  0.10  ppm  between  2014  and  2017,  the  Amador Air District (AAD) is 

required to prepare an ozone emergency episode plan (Plan). 
 

 

Table 1 shows the number of days exceeding the 0.10 ppm threshold at the Amador County 

ozone monitoring site from 2014 through 2017. During this time, the maximum ozone one-hour 

concentration was 0.104 ppm, with no site having more than one day in a year that exceeded 0.10 

ppm after 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 40 CFR 51.150 and 51.151 
6 40 CFR 51 Appendix L 
7 Portions of Mountain Counties are classified as ozone nonattainment area. 
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Table 1 
Amador County Ozone Monitoring Sites 

Number of Days with Maximum one-hour Concentration Greater than 0.10 ppm* 
 

 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 
 

Jackson-Clinton 
Road 

# of Days 0 1 1 0 

Max Conc. 0.094 0.103 0.104 0.094 

Data downloaded from CARB’s Aerometric Data and Management (ADAM) system on 12/22/18 
 

 

The industrial abatement plan is a pre-planned document prepared by a permitted industrial source 

(facility) which contains the necessary actions to rapidly reduce that facility’s emitted ozone 

precursor emissions when an episode level is triggered. In order to require such a plan, an emission 

threshold should be established for the industrial abatement plan requirement. Depending on the 

ozone emergency plans approved by the other air districts in California, the emission thresholds to 

require the industrial abatement plans are as low as 50 tons per year for both reactive organic gases 

(ROG) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx) emissions. Table 2 shows the five highest facilities with emissions 

of ROG and NOx within Amador County8. The table indicates that there is one facility in Amador 

County that emit more than 50 tons per year of NOx, and one facility emitting more than 50 tons 

per year of ROG.  

Table 2 

Five Highest Permitted  ROG and NOx Emissions Facilities in 
Tons per Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
8 ARB CEIDARS database system. Data shown for calendar year 2017. 

Five Highest ROG Emissions Facilities 

Air Basin Facility ID Facility Name City Facility SIC ROG (tons/yr) 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 1 Ampine Martell 2493 155.5 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 31 Specialty Granules Ione 1429 3.00 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 7 George Reed Ione 1411 1.64 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 8 Mule Creek State Prison Ione 9223 1.00 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 10 US Mine Corp Ione 1446 0.43 

 Five Highest NOx Emissions Facilities 

Air Basin Facility ID Facility Name City Facility SIC NOx (tons/yr) 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 1 Ampine Martell 2493 62.6 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 31 Specialty Granules 

 Granules 

Ione 1429 24.23 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 7 George Reed Ione 1411 19.65 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 8 Mule Creek State Prison Ione 9223 16.03 

Mountain Counties Air Basin 13 Horseshoe “A” Mining Drytown 2892 7.28 
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Although Amador County has one facility that exceeds the 50 tons per year threshold for NOx, 

permitted facilities comprise a very small portion of ROG and NOx c ountywide emission 

inventories.   An overall emissions inventory (tons per day) for Amador County was prepared by 

CARB and is based on the 2016 SIP emission projections for 2020.  This emissions inventory is 

shown in Table 3 and data for ROG and NOx are summarized in Figures 1 and 2.  
 

 
Table 3  

Based on 2016 SIP Emission Projection Data in Tons per Day 
2020 Emission Projections for Amador County9 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
9 Available at: https://www.arb.ca.gov/app/emsinv/2017/emssumcat.php 

https://www.arb.ca.gov/app/emsinv/2017/emssumcat.php
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Figure 1 
Amador County 2020 Emission Inventory for ROG Emissions 

 
 

 

 

Figure 2 
Amador County 2020 Emission Inventory for NOx Emissions 

 
 

 

 

According to Table 3, a total of 4.8 tons of ROG and 3.5 tons of NOx are released daily.  As a way 

of comparison, daily permitted emissions for ROG and NOx are 0.49 and 0.57 tons per day 

respectively. The permitted stationary sources account for 10% and 16% of these daily totals.  
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The major sources of ROG and NOx emissions in Amador County are area and mobile sources. These 

sources plus transport of ozone from adjacent air basins are responsible for ozone formation rather 

than permitted industrial sources. 
 

Health Advisory Level 

The AAD proposes 0.15 ppm as a Health Advisory level to initiate emergency actions. The Health 

Advisory level (0.15 ppm) is lower than the Alert level (0.2 ppm), which is the lowest of three trigger 

levels required by the federal requirements. Figure 3 represents the annual maximum one-hour 

ozone concentration measured in Amador County since 1992 when monitoring first began in the 

County. It also shows a broken line indicating the health advisory of 0.15 ppm ozone. 

 

 

Figure 3 

Historic Variation in 1-hour Ozone Concentration in Parts per Million 

The Health Advisory of 0.15 PPM is Shown in Color (Red) 

 

 

 

Figure 3 shows that the highest ozone concentration (0.143 ppm) was recorded in 1998. The 

0.2 ppm (Stage 1) trigger level has never been recorded in the County since monitoring 

began in 1992.  The ozone concentration trend shows a generally consistent decrease over time. 

As a result, it is unlikely the 0.2 ppm trigger level would be reached in Amador County.  
 

 

Ozone concentrations in Amador County have been substantially reduced through the 

implementation of existing control regulations and programs and a state implementation plan (SIP).  

The SIP has been developed to identify emission control strategies for mobile and non-mobile 
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sources within the Mountain Counties Air Basin (MCAB). Based on the SIP commitments, the AAD 

adopted or amended rules and developed programs to facilitate the MCAB’s progress towards 

attaining the federal ozone standards. The air districts within the Mountain Counties continue to 

work on the development of control strategies to fulfill the attainment requirement by CAA. Since 

the current federal ozone eight-hour average standard (0.070 ppm) for 2015 ozone standard SIP is 

more stringent than the previous 8-hour standard, the AAD believes that the development and 

implementation of control regulations and programs identified by the ozone SIPs will ensure that the 

ozone one-hour maximum concentrations in Amador County will continue decreasing, and would 

not reach the proposed Health Advisory level of 0.15ppm. 
 

 
In addition, the AAD also regulates various types of open burning, including residential, land 
development, fire hazard reduction, vegetation management, prescribed fire, and agriculture. For the 
Mountain Counties Air Basin, the AAD works cooperatively with the CARB year round, and in the fall, 
with the Mountain County Air Basin Agricultural Burn Coordinator, to provide daily burn day 
allocations and notifications based on meteorological conditions and air quality forecasts.  
 

The District works cooperatively with the CARB on the daily burn day information. The burn day 

information is broken down into burn day types to help indicate the quality of a burn day. Through 

the existing burn programs, the AAD works carefully to balance the public health impacts from air 

pollution, along with the open burning activities which exist in the county, especially since much 

of the county is considered a high fire hazard area. 
 

 

Furthermore, the AAD, along with the other air districts within the region, support the regional 

“Spare the Air” program. This is an air pollution forecasting program which provides notifications to 

the public on the daily ozone concentration forecasts, along with advisories with an episodic ozone 

reduction element, during the summer ozone season. It is designed to protect public health by 

informing people when air quality is unhealthy, and by encouraging the public to reduce vehicle 

trips to achieve emission reductions. The program’s notification includes current ozone 

concentration measurements from all monitoring stations within the MCAB, including Amador 

County, and forecasts, based on the meteorological conditions from the National Weather Service 

advisories and local agencies. When atmospheric stagnation conditions are forecasted, the public will 

be notified through the media, that a “Spare the Air Day” is issued.  The  participation  of  the  

Sacramento  and Central Valley regional  “Spare  the  Air”  program  will promote the acquisition of 

forecasts of the atmospheric stagnation conditions, pursuant to the CFR requirements10. 
 

 

In conclusion, the AAD believes that the proposed Health Advisory level at 0.15 ppm will be an 

appropriate and logical condition, in addition to the required ozone emergency episode levels set 

forth in the CAA, to initiate and fulfill the air pollution emergency episode actions proposed by the 

Plan. 

                                                           
10 40 CFR 51.152 “Contingency Plans” 
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Emergency Episode Criteria 

Table 4 summarizes the four emergency episode trigger levels proposed by the AAD for the one-

hour ozone concentration measurement in Amador County. The following section identifies the 

corresponding actions for each trigger level, when that one-hour ozone concentration is reached. 
 
 
 

Table 4 
Trigger Levels of Ozone Emergency Episodes in Amador County 

 
 

 Health 
Advisory 

Alert 
(Stage 1) 

Warning 
(Stage 2) 

Emergency 
(Stage 3) 

Ozone 
(one-hour average) 

 

0.15 ppm 
 

0.20 ppm 
 

0.40 ppm 
 

0.50 ppm 

 
Proposed Actions for Ozone Emergency Episodes: 

The actions identified for each trigger level of the ozone emergency episodes include public 

notification and emissions mitigation for industrial and mobile sources. The purposes of these 

actions are 1) to provide notification to the public when atmospheric stagnation conditions would 

result in substantially high ozone concentration measurements, and 2) to reduce the ozone 

precursor emissions rapidly in order to lower the ozone concentration below the triggered 

emergency episode level. 
 

 

Air Pollution Forecast 

The AAD is a subscriber to the Sacramento regional “Spare the Air” program11 to provide public 

notification for air quality forecasts when atmospheric stagnation conditions would result in 

substantially high ozone concentration measurements. The notification with episodic ozone 

reduction strategies is to encourage the public to take voluntary actions to reduce ozone precursor 

emissions. 
 

 

Emergency Episode Declaration 

Whenever the ozone one-hour concentration, measured at the permanent  location within Amador 

County, reaches or is predicted to reach any of the episode trigger levels as shown in Table 4, the 

AAD shall declare that an emergency episode is in effect in Amador County. 
 

 

In addition, should the Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO) of a district adjacent to the AAD declare a 

stage 1, 2, or 3 episode within that district and request assistance, the APCO of AAD may implement 

measures as described in this Plan as if such episode level has been measured within the District. 
 

 
 
 

                                                           
11 Information available at: http://www.sparetheair.com/airalert.cfm 

http://www.sparetheair.com/airalert.cfm
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Notification of an Emergency Episode 

The AAD shall establish and periodically update and review an emergency episode notification list 

(List). When any emergency episode is declared, the APCO shall notify the officials on the List. The 

List shall include, and is not limited to, the following public agencies and organizations: 
 

 

1. California Air Resources Board, the Amador County Executive Officer, chief executive officers 

of the incorporated municipalities within Amador County, police chiefs, fire chiefs, and any 

other public safety officers as deemed appropriate by the APCO, 

2. The Amador County Health Officer, 

3. The Amador County Office of Emergency Services, 

4. The Amador County Office of Education Superintendent, school districts’ superintendents, and 
private schools’ principals, 

5. All air pollution control districts within the Sacramento Valley, Mountain Counties as well as all 
upwind districts. 

6. Major newspapers in daily circulation and major television and radio stations (including 

those who are part of the emergency broadcast system) broadcasting within Amador County 

for appropriate warning, notices, and advisories, 

7. Regional Spare the Air Programs, 

8. AAD permitted facilities, and 

9. AAD Staff who are responsible for public outreach. 

 
 

Content of Notification 

Notification of an emergency episode shall include information on the predicted or current episode 

level, the expected duration of the episode, the expected geographic boundaries of the affected 

area, a statement for the public on the health significance of the air quality during the episode, 

and the appropriate voluntary or mandatory control actions proposed for each episode level.  See 

attached sample notification. 

 

Termination of an Emergency Episode 

The AAD shall declare an episode as terminated when the one-hour ozone concentration 

measurements from the permanent monitoring sites within Amador County fall below the level of 

the Alert episode and the meteorological data indicates the ozone concentration is expected to 

continue decreasing. 
 

Notification of the Termination of an Episode 

Upon the declaration of the termination of an episode, the AAD shall notify those agencies and 

organizations specified in the List. 
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Actions for Each Emergency Episode 

When an emergency episode is declared, the AAD shall implement the following control actions: 

1.   Health Advisory Episode: 

a)  Prepare the emergency episode notification; 

b)  Notify those public agencies and organizations identified in the List that a health 

advisory episode has been declared; 

c)  Advise the Amador County Office of Education Superintendent that sustained strenuous 

activities by students (for both public and private schools) lasting longer than one hour 

should be discontinued; 

d)  Through the Amador County Office of Emergency Services, notify the news media to 

broadcast the appropriate warning to the public, which will include a recommendation   

that the public curtail unnecessary motor vehicle operation; 

e)  Work with the industry to identify targeted facilities with possible emission control 

actions to reduce the relative emissions; and 

f) Coordinate with the Amador County Office of Emergency Services to identify possible 

actions which shall be taken when Amador County declares a local emergency for an 

air pollution emergency, which might include, for example, ceasing painting, construction, 

lawn mowing, pesticide application, and charcoal grilling. 
 

 

2.   Alert (Stage 1) Episode: 

a)  Prepare the emergency episode notification; 

b)  Notify those public agencies and organizations identified in the List that an 

Alert episode has been declared; 

c)  Request the Amador County Office of Education Superintendent contact the School 

Superintendents and coordinate with private schools, to suspend students’ strenuous 

activities; 

d)  Through the Amador County Office of Emergency Services, notify the news media to 

broadcast the appropriate warning to the public, which will include a request that the 

public curtail any unnecessary motor vehicle operation; 

e)  Request targeted facilities (listed in Table 2) to initiate specified emission control actions 

to reduce relative emissions. These actions include reduce or curtail production; allow 

workers to telecommute, and to recommend employees at government and private 

industries refrain from using their vehicles until the episode is terminated; 

f) Conduct on-site inspection of targeted facilities to ascertain accomplishment of 

applicable emission control actions; and 

g) Prohibit all open burning, including agricultural burning, and incineration throughout the 

affected area, except in an emergency situation as provided for in Section 41862 of the 

California Health & Safety Code. 
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3.   Warning (Stage 2) Episode: In addition to the actions associated with the Stage 1 Alert 
episode, the following actions should be implemented in a Warning episode.  
a)  Request that those agencies and organizations in the List, within the scope of 

their authority: 

i.   Prohibit all types of open burning, including agricultural waste; 

ii.  Close all non-essential public agency facilities, except emergency facilities and 

those facilities necessary in emergencies to protect national security or national 

defense; and 

iii.  Request that employees of closed non-essential public agency facilities refrain 

from using vehicles until the episode is terminated. 

b)  Request closure of all public and private schools, colleges, and universities 

within Amador County; 

c)  Request targeted facilities listed in Table 2 to shut down; 

d)  Request that employees of facilities which close refrain from using vehicles until the 

episode is terminated; 

e)  Conduct on-site inspection of facilities to ascertain the accomplishment of applicable 

emission control actions; 

f) Request the suspension of all indoor and outdoor events at parks or recreational facilities 

open to the public; 

g)  Request the suspension of all scheduled athletic events; and 

h)  Request that the Amador County Executive Officer and Health Officer consider declaring a 

local emergency for air pollution, pursuant to the Amador County Code12, and implement 

emergency control measures, pursuant to the California Emergency Services Act, when 

the ambient ozone concentration continues rising and reaches the level at 0.45 ppm. 
 

4.   Emergency (Stage 3) Episode: In addition to the actions associated with the Stage 2 

Warning episode, the following actions should be implemented in the Emergency episode. 

a)  Request that the Amador County Executive Officer declare a local emergency for air 

pollution and initiate its emergency operations plan; 

b)  Request the media to broadcast to the public that a local emergency exists for air 

pollution, due to high ozone concentrations; 

c)  Through the Amador County Office of Emergency Service operations, the following 

actions shall be conducted, but are not limited to: 

i. Close all government facilities which are not immediately necessary for public 

health and safety, national security or national defense; 

ii.  Close  all  recreational  facilities,  including  but  not  limited  to  those servicing 

boating and off-road vehicles; 

iii. Close all non-emergency commercial and industrial facilities; 

iv. Request implementation of emergency carpooling, or the use of mass transportation; 

                                                           
12 Amador County Code Article 2.64 provides for the preparation and execution of emergency plans. 
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v.   Request that the public use only mass transit; and 

vi. Hospitals within the affected area shall be notified of the alert level to prepare for the 

possible increase in the number of patients seeking treatment. 

d)  Close principal streets, as deemed necessary by the Amador County Executive Officer, 

Health Officer, APCO, and local law enforcement agencies, in order to protect the health 

and welfare of the general public; 

e)  Request that the Amador County Office of Emergency Services engage with the State 

agency for necessary actions pursuant to the California Emergency Services Act, which 

includes prohibiting the use of all motor vehicles except for emergencies, or any other 

action deemed warranted; 

f) Restrict all non-essential construction and painting; and 

g)  Restrict all lawn care and mowing activities and stop the use of lawn and garden 

chemicals. 
 

The AAD commits to implementing the proposed actions associated with each episode identified in 

this Plan. The implementation of the Plan may prevent the ambient ozone concentration from 

reaching the harmful level at 0.60 ppm. 
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SAMPLE PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 
 

Amador County Air Pollution Alert 
 

Poor air quality is being forecasted for the Sacramento region, including Amador 

County for the next 24 to 48 hours. 

 

 
 

 

Please do you part to minimize smog-forming emissions by: 

 

 Carpooling or vanpooling 

 Use alternative transportation including use of public transit, bicycling and 

walking 

 Eliminate vehicle idling 

 Telecommuting 

 

For more information, please visit AAD.gov or http://www.sparetheair.com/airalert.cfm 

http://www.sparetheair.com/airalert.cfm


    Res. 19‐06 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
AMADOR AIR DISTRICT 

COUNTY OF AMADOR, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
 
In the Matter of:        RESOLUTION NO. 19-06 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF THE AMADOR AIR DISTRICT  
OZONE EMERGENCY EPISODE PLAN 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 110(a)(2)(G) of the federal Clean Air Act (“CAA”) provides 
authority of emergency powers to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”) 
Administrator to restrain any source from causing or contributing to emissions that present an 
imminent and substantial endangerment to public health or welfare, or the environment; and 

  WHEREAS, pursuant to the CAA authority, the USEPA promulgated regulations for 
emergency episodes to clarify requirements related to emergency episode planning 
requirements appearing at Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”) (40 CFR Part 51, Subpart H); 
and  

WHEREAS, under the requirement of 40 CFR 51.150, areas that (1) do not attain the 
federal standards for ozone, and (2) have hourly ozone concentrations above 0.10 parts per 
million (“ppm”), are required to develop an emergency episode contingency plan which must, 
at a minimum, provide for taking action necessary to prevent ambient ozone concentrations at 
any location in such region from reaching the significant harm level; and  

WHEREAS, Amador County has been classified as non-attainment for the 1997 
National Ambient Air Quality Standard (“NAAQS”) for ozone with an eight-hour averaging 
time of 0.080 ppm (Federal Register, Vol. 69, No. 84, pages 23858-23951 (April 30, 2004)); and 

WHEREAS, Amador County has also been classified as non-attainment for the 2015 
revised eight-hour ozone NAAQS of 0.070 ppm (Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 98, pages 30088-
30160 (May 21, 2012)); and  

WHEREAS, Amador County has had more than one day with the maximum one-hour 
ozone concentration greater than 0.10 ppm between 2014 and 2017; and  

WHEREAS, the USEPA identified that the Amador Air District shall prepare an 
applicable emergency episode contingency plan for ozone (Federal Register, Vol. 79, No. 205, 
pages 63350-63363 (October 23, 2014)); and  

WHEREAS, the Amador Air District prepared the proposed Ozone Emergency Episode 
Plan to satisfy the requirements of 40 CFR 51.151 and 51.152 for prevention of Air Pollution 
Emergency Episodes; and  

 



    Res. 19‐06 

 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2019  the Board of Directors of the Amador Air District held 
a duly noticed public hearing that was noticed in the Ledger Dispatch, a newspaper of general 
circulation in Amador County, and posted on the website in order to hear and consider public 
comment on the Amador County Ozone Emergency Episode Plan. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Amador Air 
District does hereby approve the proposed Ozone Emergency Episode Plan; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that the Board of Directors of the 
Amador Air District directs staff to forward the Ozone Emergency Episode Plan to the 
California Air Resources Board for submittal to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of the Resolution duly and 
regularly adopted by the Amador Air District this 15th day of October 2019. 

 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAINING: 
 
 
 
            __________________________________________ 
               Bob Stimpson, Chair, Board of Directors 
 
 
 
______________________        __________________________________________ 
  Date             ATTEST:  Herminia Perry, Clerk of the Board  
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ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
ITEM 3 

RAP Funding  



Amador Air District 
 

Memorandum 
 

October 15, 2019 
 
 

 

To:    Board of Directors 

 

From:   Jim McHargue, Air Pollution Control Officer 

 

Subject:  RAP Funding – Possible Project 

 
 
At the August 20, 2019, meeting of the Air District Board of Directors, staff provided an update on 
the CARB Rural Assistance Program (RAP) funds.  Each year the District designates the RAP funds, 
$200,000, to the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association to administer the RAP grant 
fund program.  This is due to the time and resources required to oversee the RAP program.  This 
year CAPCOA requested the RAP funds be re‐designated back to the District as they were at risk of 
losing the funds.  CAPCOA assured the District they would continue to administer the RAP 
programs and projects on behalf of the District.  CAPCOA is looking to award a grant to a local 
entity and had considered a possible Amador County Unified School District bus replacement as a 
project.   

Direction to staff at the August 20, 2019, Board meeting was to bring back options for the 
expending the RAP funds.  The following two options have been identified: 

1. Amador County Unified School District bus replacement 

2. Bob Fine masticator replacement 

 

 
 
Recommendation:  Provide direction to staff on a potential project for RAP funds. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
ITEM 4 

Special Projects Request  



Amador Air District 
 

Memorandum 
 

October 15, 2019 
 
 

 

To:    Board of Directors 

 

From:   Jim McHargue, Air Pollution Control Officer 

 

Subject:  Special Projects Request 

 
 
Two special requests have come in for grant projects that do not fit into the District’s existing grant 
programs.  Staff operates District grant programs within the constraints of the programs as they 
are approved by the Board.  However, when special requests come in, staff will seek direction 
from the Board for handling such requests.  The two special requests are: 

1. The City of Jackson’s project to replace two vehicles with a hybrid vehicle and electric 
vehicle.  The vehicle replacements are being provided by a grant from the Amador 
County Transportation Commission (ACTC) which requires the City to provide $8,374 in 
matching funds.  In addition, the City wants to upgrade two existing electric vehicle 
charging stations and $7,735 in matching funds are required by the city.  The City is 
seeking a total of $16,109 in funding from the Air District. 

2. The Lockwood Fire Protection District is seeking grant funding for a generator they had 
removed last year.  They are seeking $9,656 from the Air District in grant funding. 

 
 
Recommendation:  Provide direction to staff: 

1. The City of Jackson request 
2. The Lockwood Fire Protection District request   
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ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
ITEM 5 

Smoke Reduction Bin Program 

(Pine Needles)  



Amador Air District 
 

Memorandum 
 

October 15, 2019 
 
 

 

To:    Board of Directors 

 

From:   Jim McHargue, Air Pollution Control Officer 

 

Subject:  Smoke Reduction Bin Program (Pine Needle Bins) 

 
 
At our March 19, 2019 Board meeting, the Board authorized Air District Staff to work with ACES to 
develop options for the Smoke Reduction Bin Program (Pine Needle Bins).  Staff was directed to 
remove all the unmonitored/unattended bins and bring back to the Board an alternative program 
to help offset the impact of eliminating the pubic bins.   

With the help of ACES staff, the District came up with “Free Pine Needle Disposal Days” program 
during the months of June, July, August and September.  These events were held on the third 
Saturday of each month.  County residents were allowed to take their green waste to the Pine 
Grove Transfer Station free of charge.  ACES provided staff on site that assisted residents empty 
out their loads. Overall, the program was well received amongst County residents.   

Program Stats: 

Total Tonnage: 142.66 

Total Cost: $13,872.84 

 

Number of vehicles: 

June 15th ‐ 87 
July 20th ‐ 72 
August 17th ‐ 80 
September 21st ‐ 99 

 

 
 
Recommendation:  Provide staff direction on the Smoke Reduction Bin Program. 



  

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
ITEM 6 

APCO Update: 
- Truck & Bus Rule - Letter to CARB Executive Officer 

- Vicini Brothers Green Waste Recycling Facility – Ad Hoc 

Committee 

- Amador/El Dorado Joint Woodstove Replacement Program 

- Possible Electric Vehicle Charging Station at Holiday Inn 

Express 

- Financials through October 10, 2019 





















 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 
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