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STAFF REPORT TO:  AMADOR COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

FOR MEETING OF:  November 12, 2019 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ITEM 1  Public Hearing – Request for a Use Permit (UP-19;8-2) to exceed the height limit in the 

“RE,” Residential Estates zoning district. The height limit for structures in the “RE” 

zoning district is 30 feet. The applicant wishes to construct a 38 foot high detached 

garage with an accessory dwelling unit on the second floor. Pursuant to County Code 

§19.48.090, structures in “R” districts may exceed the specified height limit, subject to a 

Use Permit. (APN 015-530-026). 

 
 Applicant:  Philip and Janet McCormick 
 Supervisorial District:  4 
 Location:   14550 Surrey Place, Pine Grove, CA 95665 (APN 015-530-026). 

 

A. General Plan Designation:  “AT”- Agricultural Transition  

 

B. Present Zoning:  “RE” – Residential Estates 

 

C. Acreage Involved:  5.00 acres 

 

D. Description: The applicant wishes to construct a 38 foot high detached 3 car garage with an accessory 

dwelling unit on the second floor. Building to 38 feet will match the detached garage and accessory 

dwelling unit with the original dwelling. The previous owners obtained a use permit (UP-90; 3-4) to 

construct the original dwelling to 38 feet in height.  

 

E. TAC Review and Recommendation: This project was reviewed by the Technical Advisory 

Committee on September 4, 2019 for completeness, and again on September 25, 2019 to prepare 

conditions and a recommendation for the Planning Commission. TAC has no technical objection to 

the Planning Commission approving the Use Permit subject to the conditions and findings included in 

the staff report.  TAC also recommends the adoption of a Notice of Exemption per Sections 15303(a) 

and 15303(e) of the CEQA Guidelines (New construction or Conversion of Small Structures).  

 

G. Planning Commission Action: Following the public hearing, the first action of the Planning 

Commission should be the acceptance or rejection of a Notice of Exemption as the appropriate 

environmental document.  Then, a decision to approve or deny the project can be made.  If the 

Planning Commission moves to approve the project, the following findings are recommended in 

addition to the Conditions of Approval. 

 

H.  Recommended Findings  
 

1. The project, as proposed, is consistent with the Amador County General Plan and the “RE” zoning 

district at this location. 

2. The project is not subject to CEQA pursuant to Sections 15303(a) and 15303(e) of the CEQA 

Guidelines (New construction or Conversion of Small Structures). Therefore, a Notice of Exemption 

will be filed with the Amador County Recorder. 

3. The proposed development meets the side yard setback requirements set forth in Municipal Code 

section 19.48.090(C). 

4. The establishment, maintenance or operation of the use or building applied for will not be detrimental 

to the health, safety, peace, morals, comfort and general welfare of persons residing or working in the 

neighborhood of such proposed use or be detrimental or injurious to property and improvements in the 

neighborhood or to the general welfare of the county.     
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Proposed 
USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 
 
PERMITTEE:  Philip and Janet McCormick 
 
ADDRESS: 14550 Surrey Place, Pine Grove, CA 95665 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Request for a Use Permit (UP-19;8-2) to exceed the height limit in the “RE,” 

Residential Estates zoning district. The height limit for structures in the “RE” zoning district is 30 feet. The 

applicant wishes to construct a 38 foot high detached garage with an accessory dwelling unit on the second 

floor. Pursuant to County Code §19.48.090, structures in “R” districts may exceed the specified height limit, 

subject to a Use Permit. (APN 015-530-026). 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: 14550 Surrey Place, Pine Grove, CA 95665 
 
ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER: 015-530-026-000 USE PERMIT NO.:  UP-19; 8-2 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVAL DATE:  November 12, 2019 
 
 

 

1. This Use Permit shall not become valid, nor shall any uses commence until such time as the Permittee is 

either found to be in compliance with or has agreed, in writing, to a program of compliance acceptable to 

the County.  At that time the permit shall be signed by the Planning Department and the use shall 

commence.  THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 

2. The issuance of this Use Permit is expressly conditioned upon the permittee's compliance with all the 

provisions contained herein and if any of the provisions contained herein are violated, this Use Permit 

may be subject to revocation proceedings as set forth in Amador County Code.  THE PLANNING 

DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 
 
 3. The permittee shall acquire a building permit for all necessary construction.  Construction and location 

shall be substantially the same as shown on the project plans.  THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT SHALL 
MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
 4. The construction of the building shall not exceed 38 feet. 
  
 5. The side yard building setbacks shall be increased by one foot for each one foot over the height limit. 

Since the side yards are five feet and the requested height is eight feet above the 30-foot limit, the side yard 
setbacks shall now be 13 feet. 

 
 
  
 _______________________________    ________________________ 
 Permittee’s Signature       Date 
 
 
 

 _______________________________    ________________________ 
 Planning Commission Chair’s Signature     Date 

 



Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
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