
  

STAFF REPORT TO:  AMADOR COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

FOR MEETING OF:  January 14, 2020 

 

Item 4 - Public Hearing – Request for a Use Permit to install a 65-foot-tall monopine design 

wireless communication tower with twelve 8-foot-tall panel antennae and associated tower 

and ground equipment for the purposes of improving internet and cellular telephone 

service in the area.  Per Amador County Code 19.48.150(E), commercial wireless service 

facilities with a height greater than 50 feet are subject to a Use Permit issued by the 

Planning Commission (APN 044-110-084). 

 

   Applicant: SAC Wireless, LLC on behalf of Verizon Wireless 

   Property Owner: Scot Pebelier and Rosellen Davido 

   Supervisorial District: 1 

Location: 16917 Eagle Way, Jackson CA, 95642 (APN 044-110-084). 

 

A. General Plan Designation of Area:  “AG,” Exclusive Agriculture  

 

B. Current Zoning:  R1A, Single Family Residential 

 
C. Description: The Applicant is requesting a Use Permit for the installation of a 65-foot-tall monopine 

design wireless communication tower for the purpose of improving internet and cellular 
communication service in the Jackson Rancheria Casino and New York Ranch Road area. County 
Code requires a Use Permit for communication towers in excess of 50 feet. The proposed tower 
location is approximately 3.8 miles south (UP-15;5-6), 5 miles east (UP-04;5-7), and 4.7 miles west 
(UP-91;6-4) of the nearest approved communication towers. Due to the rugged terrain of the area, 
the chosen candidate sits on a hilltop outside of Verizon’s search ring and overlooks the casino and 
New York Ranch Road. The base of the proposed tower will be at elevation 1,936 feet MSL, placing 
the top of the tower at elevation 2,001 feet MSL. Pursuant to County Code Section 19.48.150 
(Wireless Service Facilities) such facilities shall not exceed existing tree lines along a skyline by 
more than 15 feet.  

 

D. TAC Review and Recommendation: The Amador County Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

reviewed this application at their October 23, 2019 meeting and found the application complete. A 

final TAC meeting was held on November 30, 2019 at which time TAC completed the CEQA Initial 

Study and prepared a recommendation to the Planning Commission. 

 

E. TAC Recommendation: The TAC members have no technical objections to the Planning 

Commission approving this Use Permit subject to the Mitigation Measures, Conditions of Approval, 

and Findings included in the staff report. 

 

F. Planning Commission Action: The first action before the Planning Commission should be to         

determine if the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared by staff adequately identifies and 

mitigates the project’s potential impacts. Once the Commission makes a decision on the Mitigated 

Negative Declaration, a decision on the project and proposed conditions (or as amended) can then be 

made. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

G. Recommended Findings 

 

1. The project, as proposed and conditioned, is consistent with the Amador County General Plan 

and the “R1A” zoning district at this location; 

 

2. The approval of the Use Permit is sanctioned by County Code Section 19.48.150 (Wireless 

Service Facilities) and is consistent with County Code Section 19.56.040 (Use Permit Findings) 

in that the establishment, maintenance or operation of proposed use will not be detrimental to 

the health, safety, peace, morals, comfort, and general welfare of the persons residing or working 

in the neighborhood of such proposed use or be detrimental or injurious to property and 

improvements in the neighborhood or the general welfare of the County. 

 

3. A review of this proposal was conducted by the Technical Advisory Committee, who, through 

their own research and the CEQA Initial Study, found this project will not have a significant 

effect on the environment due to the mitigation measures and conditions incorporated and a 

Mitigated Negative Declaration will be adopted and filed with the County Recorder.   

 

4. On the basis of the administrative record presented, the Planning Commission finds that there is 

no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment and 

that the Mitigated Negative Declaration included in the Staff Report reflects the Commission’s 

independent judgment and analysis. 



 

 

USE PERMIT CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL AND 
MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM  

FOR 
USE PERMIT #UP-19;9-4 

 
 

PERMITTEE:  SAC Wireless, LLC on behalf of Verizon Wireless (Representative: Philip Decker) 
 
ADDRESS: 8880 Cal Center Drive, Suite 170 
  Sacramento CA 95826 
 
PHONE: (626) 482-9379 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  Use Permit to install a 65-foot-tall monopine wireless communication tower 

with twelve 8-foot tall panel antennae and with associated tower and ground equipment. 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: 16917 Eagle Way, Jackson CA 95642 

 
ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER: 044-110-084  
 
PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVAL DATE:  
 
 

 

      FISH AND GAME FEES: 
 

1. No permits shall be issued, fees paid, or activity commence,  as they relate to this 

project, until such time as the Permittee has provided the Planning Department with 

the Department of Fish and Game Filing Fee for a Notice of Determination or a 

Certificate of Fee Exemption from Fish and Game. THE PLANNING 

DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS REQUIREMENT. 
 

      CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 

2. This Use Permit shall not become valid, nor shall any uses commence until such time as the 

Permittee is either found to be in compliance with or has agreed, in writing, to a program of 

compliance acceptable to the County.  At that time the permit shall be signed by the Planning 

Department and the use shall commence.  THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL 

MONITOR THIS REQUIREMENT. 

 

3. The issuance of this Use Permit is expressly conditioned upon the permittee's compliance with 

all the provisions contained herein and if any of the provisions contained herein are violated, 

this Use Permit may be subject to revocation proceedings as set forth in Amador County Code.  

THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS REQUIREMENT. 
 

4. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the permittee shall provide an engineer's estimated 
cost for removal of the monopole and ancillary equipment and shall provide a performance 
bond in the amount of 100% of the County's estimated cost of removal for the wireless service 
facility and other equipment, including administrative costs.  THE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
5. The wireless service facility shall be removed when it becomes no longer necessary or not in 



 

 

use for a six month period.  THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS 
CONDITION. 

 

6. The permittee shall acquire all necessary building permits for all facilities and any other 

related equipment.  THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS 

CONDITION. 

 

7. Construction and location shall be substantially the same as shown on the approved project 

description.  THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT. 

 
8. Any security lighting for the ground facilities shall be shielded and directed in such a manner 

so as not to direct light onto neighboring properties/buildings/roadways.  THE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
9. Any proposed generator shall be constructed and insulated such that it will not exceed the Noise 

Element Guidelines of the Amador County General Plan at the project parcel’s boundary.  THE 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
10. The permittee must substantially comply with all applicable requirements regarding use and 

storage of hazardous materials as well as handling and disposal of hazardous wastes as required 
by the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA).  THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
11. The permittee shall submit proof to the Planning Department that all FCC and FAA regulations 

for wireless service facilities have been researched and complied with according to their 
requirements, including but not limited to, that the facility shall not emit harmful rays, noxious 
odors, heat, excessive noise or pollutants.  The facilities shall not interfere with radio, television 
or phone transmissions, and will not interfere with the operation of household appliances, door 
openers, or other machinery in the area.  If public complaints occur, the burden of proof in 
fulfilling this condition shall be upon the permittee.  THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
12. Any future co-location shall comply with County Code Section 19.48.150.  THE PLANNING 

DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 
 

13. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the permittee shall provide a copy of a roadway 
maintenance agreement between the impacted parcel owners.  THE TRANSPORTATION 
AND PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
14. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the permittee shall provide documentation/letter of 

authorization between John Robert Oneto and Cellco Partnership, d/b/a Verizon Wireless to 
the access road going through their property.  THE TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
15. Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the permittee shall provide documentation/letter of 

authorization between Mark K. Rissling and Cellco Partnership, d/b/a Verizon Wireless to the 
access road going through their property.  THE TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 

       MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM 

 
16. The wireless service facility shall be of “monopine” design.  THE PLANNING 

DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 



 

 

 
17. To the extent feasible, any intermittent creeks within the project vicinity shall be preserved, 

with a 50-foot buffer, limited to construction on either side of the creek. This buffer should be 
50 feet in width on each side of the creek as measured from the edge of US Army Corps of 
Engineers jurisdiction. This mitigation measure shall not apply where it conflicts with 
hazardous site remediation required by orders from the Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board.  THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
18. Site development shall implement erosion control plans, and best management practices 

(BMPs) that prevent the discharge of sediment into nearby drainage channels and wetlands.  
THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
 
 

19. All ground disturbing activities conducted between February 1 and September 1 must be 
preceded by a pre-construction survey for active nests, to be conducted by a qualified biologist. 
This survey should be conducted within two weeks prior to any construction activities. Nesting 
bird surveys are not required for ground disturbing activities occurring between September 2 
and January 3. THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS CONDITION. 

 
20. In the event the permittee encounters any historic, archaeological or paleontological resource 

during any construction undertaken to comply with these Use Permit conditions, permittee shall 
stop work immediately within a ten-yard perimeter of the find and retain the services of a 
qualified professional for the purpose of recording, protecting, or curating the discovery as 
appropriate.  The qualified professional shall be required to submit to the Planning Department 
a written opinion concerning the importance of the resource and the need to preserve the 
resource or otherwise reduce impacts of the project.  The permittee shall notify the Amador 
County Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of the find and provide proof to the Planning 
Department that any/all recommendations and requirements of the qualified professional have 
been complied with.  THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT SHALL MONITOR THIS 
CONDITION. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________  ________________________________ 

      Chair        Permittee or Authorized Representative 

  Amador County Planning Commission 
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Project Description: 

Project Title: Jackson Rancheria Wireless Telecommunication Facility 

Lead Agency Name and Address: 
Amador County Planning Department 
810 Court Street, Jackson, Ca 95642 

Contact Person/Phone Number: 
Ruslan Bratan, Planner I 
209-233-6380 

Project Location: 16917 Eagle Way Jackson, CA 95642 (APN 044-110-084). 

Project Sponsor’s Name and Address: 
SAC Wireless 
8880 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95826 

General Plan Designation(s): Exclusive Agriculture (AG) 

Zoning: Single Family Residential and Agricultural  (R1-A) 

Description of project:  

Background and Description of Project: 
 
This Initial Study was prepared in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines to review the Jackson Rancheria Wireless 
Telecommunication Facility (the Project). The Project includes construction of a 65-
foot, unmanned, monopine design, wireless telecommunication tower with associated 
tower and ground equipment.  
 
Currently, the Project site contains two single family dwellings with accessory 
buildings within a 57.13 acre parcel. 
 
This environmental review document provides an assessment of the potential impacts 
caused by the physical changes resulting from development of the Project. 
 
Project Components  
 

1. Wireless Telecommunication Tower with Associated Tower and 
Ground Equipment 
In accordance with Section 19.48.150 of the Zoning Ordinance, this special 
use permit request would allow the construction of a wireless 
telecommunications facility consisting of: a 65-foot faux monopine tower 
with twelve eight foot tall Verizon antennas mounted at the 56-foot pole 
height, one six-foot microwave dishes placed at the 46-foot height, within a 
30- by 30-foot lease area enclosed with a 8-foot chain link fence. A 30 kw (40 
HP) AC diesel standby generator containing a 132 gallon fuel tank would be 
placed within the lease area.  
 
2.  Access 
Access to the wireless communications facility will be through a proposed 
lessee 12-foot wide access and utility easement. 
 
5. Utilities 
Electricity is anticipated to be provided to the Project site by Pacific Gas & 
Electric (PG&E). 
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Surrounding land uses and setting:  

Regional and local Setting 
The subject property is located approximately half a mile north of State Highway 88. 
It is surrounded by a mix of residential, and agricultural land uses to the east, vacant 
Jackson Rancheria owned R1-A properties to the west, and the Jackson Rancheria 
Casino to northwest.  Adjoining parcel sizes range from 15 to 500 acres.  The wireless 
telecommunications facility will be located in the same property as two single family 
dwellings. 
 
Existing Site Character 
The project site lies on the western edge of a ridge overlooking the Jackson Rancheria 
Casino, Casino RV Park, and parts of the City of Jackson.  

Other public agencies whose approval is 
required (e.g., permits, financing 
approval, or participation agreement.) 

N/A 
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    FIGURE 1: PROJECT REGIONAL LOCATION 
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FIGURE 2: PROJECT VICINITY  
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FIGURE 3: PROJECT LOCATION – AERIAL 
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FIGURE 4: GENERAL PLAN LAND USES 
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FIGURE 5: ZONING DESIGNATIONS 
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FIGURE 6: Conceptual Site Plan 
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FIGURE 7: Conceptual Elevations 
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Environmental Checklist – Initial Study 
 

The environmental factors checked below would be 

potentially affected by this project, as indicated by the checklist and corresponding discussion on the following pages. 

 Aesthetics  Agriculture and Forestry 
Resources 

 Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Geology / Soils 
 

 Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

 Hazards & Hazardous Materials  Hydrology / Water Quality 

 Land Use / Planning  Mineral Resources  Noise 
 

 Population / Housing  Public Services  Recreation 
 

 Transportation / Traffic  Utilities / Service Systems  Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

 

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency) 

On the basis of the initial evaluation: 

 
I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
will be prepared. 

 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant 
effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent.  A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
REPORT is required. 

 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant unless mitigated” 
impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to 
applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on 
attached sheets.  An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be 
addressed. 

 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all potentially 
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable 
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including 
revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 

 

_______________________________________    _________________________ 

Signature – Name       Date 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

1)   A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately supported by the 
information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A "No Impact" answer is 
adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to 
projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should 
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not 
expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis). 

 
2)   All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as 

well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts. 
 
3)   Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers 

must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than 
significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be 
significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an 
EIR is required. 

 
4)   "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the incorporation of 

mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant 
Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect 
to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be 
cross-referenced). 

 
5)   Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has 

been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(c) (3) (D). In this case, a brief 

discussion should identify the following: 

 a)   Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 

 b)   Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of 
and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether 
such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 

 c)   Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated," 
describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the 
extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project. 

 
6)   Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential 

impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should, 
where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated. 

 
7)   Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals 

contacted should be cited in the discussion. 
 
8)   This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies should 

normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's environmental effects in 
whatever format is selected. 

 
9)   The explanation of each issue should identify: 

 a) The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 

 b) The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance. 
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Chapter 1. AESTHETICS – Would the Project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?     

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but 
not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic highway? 

    

c) In nonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the 
existing visual character or quality of public views of 
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those 
that are experienced from publicly accessible vantage 
point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the 
project conflict with applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the 
area? 

    

 

Discussion: 

A. Scenic Vistas: For the purposes of determining significance under CEQA, a scenic vista is defined as a viewpoint 
that provides expansive views of a highly valued landscape for the benefit of the general public.  Scenic vistas are 
often designated by a public agency.  A substantial adverse impact to a scenic vista would be one that degrades 
the view from such a designated location.  No governmentally designated scenic vista has been identified within 
the project area.  In addition, no specific scenic view spot has been identified in the project area. Therefore, there 
is less than significant impact. 
 

B. Scenic Highways: The project is not located along a scenic highway. Therefore, there is no impact.  
 

C. While there are no officially designated scenic vistas in the project area, certain short-range views would change 

for nearby property owners and members of the traveling public. Additionally, County code section 19.48.150 

section K states that at the time any permittee obtains a permit for a wireless service facility, they shall provide a 

performance bond in the amount of one hundred percent of the county’s estimated cost for removal of the facility. 

This ensures a mechanism for removal of tower should it become abandoned. Since the proposed location is not 

in a designated scenic vista, and because the changes would be mitigated by constructing the wireless tower as a 

monopine tower to fit the surrounding character of the area, the impacts are considered less than significant 

with mitigation AES-1 incorporated. 

D. Existing sources of light and glare in the project vicinity include vehicle headlights from the residents on the 
subject property and members of the public traveling one mile away along Dalton road. The proposed project 
would not include any lighting. The lack of frequent travelers, height of the tower location, and distance away from 
any members of the public will result in no impact to new sources of substantial light or glare. 

 

Mitigation Measures 

AES-1 Monopine Design. The proposed wireless tower will be constructed as a monopine tower to match the 

surrounding character of the area. 
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Source:  Planning Department. 

Discussion: 

A. Farmland Conversion: The project will not result in the conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, 
Farmland of Statewide Importance, or Farmland of Local Importance.  The project site is located in an area 
designated as “other land” on the Amador County Important Farmland 2016 map, published by the California 
Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection.  There is no impact to farmland. 
 

B. The parcel is not included in a Williamson Act contract, therefore there is no impact. 
 

C. The area is not considered forest land, or zoned as forest land or timberland, therefore no impacts will occur.  
 

D. The area is not considered forest land, or zoned as forest land or timberland, therefore no impacts will occur.  
 

E. The project area is within an area designated as other land. The proposed wireless tower will not be converting 
new farmland as it will be using an area not occupied by agricultural uses. Though space will be occupied, the 
impact will be less than significant.  
 
Source:   Amador County Important Farmland Map, 2016; Amador County General Plan; Planning Department; 
CA Public Resources Code; California Department of Conservation.     

Chapter 2. AGRICULTURE AND FOREST 
RESOURCES  – In determining whether impacts to 
agricultural resources are significant environmental 
effects, lead agencies may refer to the California 
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model 
(1997) prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation 
as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on 
agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts 
to forest resources, including timberland, are significant 
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to 
information compiled by the California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s 
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range 
Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment 
project; and forest carbon measurement methodology 
provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air 
Resources Board. Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland 
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the 
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, 
to nonagricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract? 

    

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, 
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code Section 
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources 
Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland 
Production (as defined by Government Code Section 
51104(g))? 

    

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest 
land to non-forest use? 

    

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment 
which, due to their location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 
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Chapter 3. AIR QUALITY – Where available, the 
significance criteria established by the applicable air 
quality management district or air pollution control 
district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations. Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan? 

    

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of 
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is 
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standard? 

    

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 

    

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to 
odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of 
people? 

    

 

Discussion: 

A. Operation of the proposed project would not result in a population increase and would not generate new vehicle 
trips beyond a monthly maintenance check. Although the project includes a diesel generator, it would only be 
used as a back-up power supply, and would therefore produce negligible emissions. The proposed generator 
power is below the threshold for a permit from the Amador Air District. No other emissions would be associated 
with the operation of the proposed project. Construction-related ground disturbance would last approximately 
8-12 weeks between the hours of 8am and 5pm, Monday thru Friday. Therefore, the proposed impacts would be 
less than significant. 
 

B. Operational emissions generated would be limited to one to two vehicle trip per month for project site 
maintenance. Therefore, the proposed project would not generate substantial operational or long-term emissions. 
Construction of the proposed project would generate temporary emissions associated with construction 
equipment. As discussed above, both operational and construction emissions generated by the proposed project 
would be minimal. Therefore, the proposed project would not violate any air quality standards or cumulatively 
contribute to the net increase of PM10 or ozone in the region. Impacts would be less than significant. 
 

C. Sensitive receptors are uses that have an increased sensitivity to air pollution or environmental contaminants. 
Sensitive receptor locations include schools, parks and playgrounds, day care centers, nursing homes, hospitals, 
and residential dwelling units. The nearest sensitive receptors includes two single family dwellings approximately 
1,000 feet east of the proposed tower. While construction would take place within the vicinity of sensitive 
receptors, construction emissions would be limited. In addition, the proposed construction period would be brief, 
lasting eight to twelve weeks, with minimal ground-disturbing activities lasting only three to five days. Therefore, 
the small amount of emissions generated and the short duration of the construction period would not expose 
sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations. Operational emissions would be limited to infrequent 
maintenance vehicle trips and emergency operation of a back-up generator, both of which would produce 
negligible emissions. Impacts to sensitive receptors would be less than significant. 
 

D. The proposed project includes the installation of a cellular tower on a 57 acre parcel. The project would not 

generate any objectionable odors. No impact would result. 

 

 

Source:  Amador Air District, Amador Planning Department. 
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Discussion: 

A The Information for Planning and Consultation (IPAC) database provided through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service and the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB QuickView) were reviewed to determine if any 

special status animal species or habitats occur on the project site or in the project area.  The IPAC database 

identified two species of threatened amphibians, one species of threatened fish, and one species of flowering 

plants. Threatened amphibians in the area include: the California Red-Legged Frog (Rana draytonii) and the 

California Tiger Salamander (Ambystoma californiense). Threatened fish in the area include: the Delta Smelt 

(Hypomesus transpacificus). Additionally, the Ione Manzanita (Arctostaphylos myrtifolia) was also listed as 

threatened. No critical habitats are located in the project area for either of these species. The California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife BISO QuickView identified one Candidate Threatened Species of Special Concern, 

and one State classified endangered species. Candidate Threatened Species of Special Concern include the Foothill 

Yellow-Legged Frog (Rana boylii). State classified endangered species include the great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosi). 

The pre-existing conditions shall not be introduced to substantial change by the small lease area (30x30), 

therefore there is a less than significant impact to the above listed species 

B Riparian Habitat and other Sensitive Natural Communities: Habitat and communities in the project area include 

Riverine class: R4SBC (Riverine/Intermittent/Streambed/Seasonally Flooded). According to USFW IPAC, 

increased development could impact these habitats and communities, which is addressed in Mitigation Measures 

BIO-1, BIO-2, and BIO-3 rendering the impacts less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

Chapter 4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES – Would the 
project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or 
through habitat modifications, on any species identified 
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in 
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified 
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally 
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, 
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any 
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or 
with established native resident or migratory wildlife 
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting 
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy 
or ordinance? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation 
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 
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C Federally Protected Wetlands: There are no noted species from the National Wetland Inventory located in the 

project site, therefore there is no impact.. 

D Movement of Fish and Wildlife: There is no major impact on the migratory thoroughfare of any fish and wildlife. 

Migratory birds potentially found in the project area include the Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Golden 

Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), Lewis’s Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis), Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus), and 

Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii). The California Red-legged Frog (Rana draytonii), Tiger Salamander 

(Ambystoma californiense), and Delta Smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus) also have a potential suitable habitat area 

within the 9-quadrangle area surrounding the project, but the site is small enough as to not greatly affect 

movement of these species.  

The construction of new communication tower creates a potentially significant impact on migratory birds, 

especially some 350 species of night-migrating birds. Communications towers are estimated to kill 4-5 million 

birds per year, which violates the spirit and the intent of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S.C. 703-

712) and related Code of Federal Regulations designed to implement the MBTA. Some of the species affected are 

also protected under the Endangered Species Act and Bald and Golden Eagle Act. Interim guidelines were 

developed by Fish and Wildlife Service personnel from research conducted in several eastern, midwestern, and 

southern states, and have been refined through Regional review. They are based on the best information available 

at this time, and are the most prudent and effective measures for avoiding bird strikes at towers. Some of the 

guidelines are:  

 New facilities should be collocated on existing towers or other existing structures.  
 Towers should be less than 200 feet above ground level  
 Towers should be freestanding (i.e., no guy wires)  
 Towers and attendant facilities should be sited, designed and constructed so as to avoid or minimize habitat loss 

within and adjacent to the tower “footprint”.  
 New towers should be designed structurally and electrically to accommodate the applicant/licensee’s antennas 

and antennas for at least two additional users (minimum of three users for each tower structure).  
 Security lighting for on-ground facilities and equipment should be down-shielded to keep light within the 

boundaries of the site.  
 Towers no longer in use or determined to be obsolete should be removed within 12 months of cessation of use.  

 
The project is consistent with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service interim guidelines because the proposed 65-foot 
tower is less than 200 feet in height and no guy wires are necessary. The footprint of the proposed lease area 
would not encroach onto any environmentally sensitive habitat. Although the proposed project will be in a 
relatively small area of the project site, there is the potential for impact to the nesting of migratory birds in the 
project area. Mitigation measure BIO-4 requires a nesting bird preconstruction survey prior to project 
construction. As there is suitable habitat in the project area for some or all of the above species, Mitigation 
Measure BIO-4 is needed in order to ensure that project impacts are less than significant with mitigation 
incorporated. 
 

E The proposed project would not conflict with local policies adopted for the protection biological resources.  A no 

impact would occur. 

F Amador County does not have an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or 

other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans.  No impact would result. 

 

Mitigation Measures  

Bio-1 To the extent feasible, any intermittent creeks within the project vicinity shall be preserved, with a 50-foot buffer, 

limited to construction on either side of the creek. This buffer should be 50 feet in width on each side of the creek 

as measured from the edge of US Army Corps of Engineers jurisdiction. This mitigation measure shall not apply 

where it conflicts with hazardous site remediation required by orders from the Central Valley Regional Water 

Quality Control Board. 
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Bio-2 Site development shall implement erosion control plans that prevent the discharge of sediment into nearby 

drainage channels and wetlands. 

Bio-3 Site development shall implement plans employing best management practices (BMPs) that reduce the level of 

pollutants discharged into natural waterways and wetlands. 

 

Bio-4 Ground Disturbance Timing for Nesting Birds. To avoid impacts to nesting bird species or birds protected under 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, all ground disturbing activities conducted between February 1 and September 1 

must be preceded by a pre-construction survey for active nests, to be conducted by a qualified biologist. This 

survey should be conducted within two weeks prior to any construction activities. The purpose of this survey is 

to determine the presence or absence of nests in an area to be potentially disturbed. If nests are found, a buffer 

depending upon the species and as determined by a qualified biologist, shall be demarcated with bright orange 

construction fencing. No ground disturbing or other construction activities shall occur within this buffer until the 

County-approved biologist has confirmed that breeding/nesting is completed and the young have fledged the nest. 

 

 

Source: California Department of Fish and Wildlife BIOS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service IPAC, California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Planning, Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Planning Department 
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Discussion: 

A-C  According to Amador County EIR exhibit 4.5-2 Cultural Resource Sensitivity, the project site is located in an area 

considered to have high archeological sensitivity. Per Mitigation Measure 4.5-1b of the EIR, the County will require 

applicants for discretionary projects that could have significant adverse impacts to prehistoric or historic-era 

archaeological resources to assess impacts and provide mitigation as part of the CEQA process, and consistent 

with the requirements of CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(b)(3) and Public Resources Code Section 21083.2, or 

equivalent County regulation. These regulations generally require consultation with appropriate agencies, the 

Native American Heritage Commission, knowledgeable and Native American groups and individuals, new and 

updated record searches conducted by the North Central Information Center and federal and incorporated local 

agencies within and in the vicinity of the project site, repositories of historic archives including local historical 

societies, and individuals, significance determinations by qualified professionals, and avoidance of resources if 

feasible. If avoidance is not feasible, recovery, documentation and recordation of resources is required prior to 

project implementation, and copies of the documentation will be forwarded to the NCIC. In the event human 

remains are discovered, the applicant and landowner will comply with California Health and Safety Code Section 

7050.5 and California Public Resources Code Section 5097.”  Incorporation of Mitigation Measure CULTR-1, 

below, would reduce impacts to historical and archaeological resources to a less than significant level. 

 

Mitigation Measures 

CULTR-1                  During ground-disturbing activity, if paleontological, historic or pre-historic resources such as 

chipped or ground stone, fossil-bearing rock, large quantities of shell, historic debris, building 

foundations, or human bone are inadvertently discovered, the operator/permittee shall 

immediately cease all such activities within 100 feet of the find and notify the Amador County 

Technical Advisory Committee. A qualified archaeologist shall be contracted by the 

operator/permittee to assess the significance of the find and prepare an evaluation, avoidance 

or mitigation plan, as appropriate, which shall be implemented before resuming ground 

disturbing activities. 

When a discretionary project will involve subsurface impacts in highly sensitive areas, a 

qualified archaeologist will monitor ground-disturbing activities, and will have the authority 

to halt construction until the resource can be evaluated and mitigated if necessary. Native 

American monitors will be invited to attend. Immediately cease any disturbance of the area 

where such suspected remains are discovered and any nearby areas reasonably suspected to 

overlie adjacent remains until the Amador County Coroner is Amador County General Plan 

FEIR AECOM County of Amador 4.5-15 Cultural Resources contacted, per Section 7050.5 of the 

California Health and Safety Code,. The coroner shall, within two working days: 

Chapter 5. CULTURAL RESOURCES – Would the 
project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource pursuant to § 
15064.5? 

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant 
to § 15064.5? 

    

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred 
outside of dedicated cemeteries? 
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1. Determine if an investigation of cause of death is required; 
 

2. Determine if the remains are most likely that of Native American origin, and if so 
suspected:, the coroner shall notify the NAHC within 24 hours of making his or her 
determination. 

 

3. The descendants of the deceased Native Americans shall make a recommendation to 
the operator/ permittee for the means of handling the remains and any associated 
grave goods as provided in Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5097.98. 

 

4. The NAHC shall immediately notify those persons it believes to be most likely 
descended from the deceased Native American. 

 

5. The descendants may, with the permission of the landowner or their representative, 
inspect the site of the discovered Native American remains and may recommend 
possible treatment or disposition within 24 hours of their notification. 

 

6. Whenever the NAHC is unable to identify a descendent, or the descendent identified 
fails to make a recommendation, or the landowner or his or her authorized 
representative rejects the recommendation of the descendent and the mediation 
provided for in subdivision (k) of PRC Section 5097.94 fails to provide measures 
acceptable to the landowner, the landowner or his or her authorized representative 
shall reinter the human remains and items associated with Native American burials 
with appropriate dignity on the property in a location not subject to further 
subsurface disturbance. 

 

 

   

Source:  Planning Department; Amador County General Plan Environmental Impact Report 
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Discussion: 

A. The proposed project is for a wireless communication facility consisting of a monopine cell tower and associated 

ground and tower equipment. The project would be designed and constructed in compliance with the existing 

land use and zoning designations of the subject property, as found in the County’s GP 2016 Update and Zoning 

Ordinance. Overall, the construction and operation of this proposed project would not require the creation of a 

new source of energy construction.  

During construction there would be a temporary consumption of energy resources required for the movement of 

equipment and materials; however, the duration is limited due to the type of construction, and the area of 

construction is minimal. Compliance with local, State, and federal regulations (e.g., limit engine idling times, 

require the recycling of construction debris, etc.) would reduce short-term energy demand during the project’s 

construction to the extent feasible, and project construction would not result in a wasteful or inefficient use of 

energy.  

During operation of the wireless communication facility, there are no unusual project characteristics or processes 

that would require the use of equipment that would be more energy intensive than is used for comparable 

activities, or the use of equipment that would not conform to current emissions standards and related fuel 

efficiencies. The operation of a wireless communication facility with associated ground and tower equipment 

would be consistent with State and local energy reduction policies and strategies, and would not consume energy 

resources in a wasteful or inefficient manner. Therefore, there is less than significant impact.  

B. State and local agencies regulate the use and consumption of energy through various methods and programs. As 

a result of the passage of Assembly Bill 32 (AB 32) (the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006) which 

seeks to reduce the effects of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions, a majority of the state regulations are intended to 

reduce energy use and GHG emissions. These include, among others, California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 

6–Energy Efficiency Standards, and the California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 11– California Green Building 

Standards (CALGreen). At the local level, the Amador County Board of Supervisors adopted the Energy Action 

Plan (EAP) as the County's roadmap for expanding energy-efficiency and renewable-energy, as well as the 

associated cost-savings from these efforts, and renewable-energy, as well as the associated cost-savings from 

these efforts. The EAP is a tool for both businesses, and homeowners to find ways to reduce their energy use. The 

project would not conflict with or obstruct any state or local plan for energy management, therefore there is no 

impact. 

 

Sources:   Amador County Planning Department, Amador County Energy Action Plan. 

 

 

Chapter 6. ENERGY – Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant Impact 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Result in potentially significant 
environmental impact due to wasteful, 
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of 
energy resources, during project 
construction or operation? 

    

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan 
for renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

    

https://www.amadorgov.org/home/showdocument?id=23721
https://www.amadorgov.org/home/showdocument?id=23721
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Discussion: 

A1. The project site is not located within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone and no active faults are located on 

or adjacent to the property, as identified by the U.S. Geologic Survey mapping system. Therefore, no impact would 

occur.  

A2-4 Property in Amador County located below the 6,000' elevation is designated as an Earthquake Intensity Damage 

Zone I, Minor to Moderate, which does not require special considerations in accordance with the Uniform Building 

Code or the Amador County General Plan, Safety, Seismic Safety Element Pursuant to Section 622 of the Public 

Resources Code (Chapter 7.5 Earthquake Fault Zoning). The State Geologist has determined there are no 

sufficiently active or well-defined faults or areas subject to strong ground shaking, liquefaction, landslides, or 

other ground failure in Amador County as to constitute a potential hazard to structures from surface faulting or 

fault creep. Standard grading and erosion control techniques during grading activities would minimize the 

potential for erosion resulting to a less than significant impact. 

B. The potential construction activities could result in a land disturbance of less than one acre and therefore are not 

expected to require a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Permit (SWPPP) from State Water Resources Control 

Board prior to construction. Grading Permits are reviewed and approved by the County in accordance with 

Ordinance 1619 (County Code 15.40), and conditions/requirements are applied to minimize potential erosion 

resulting to a less than significant impact. 

Chapter 7. GEOLOGY AND SOILS – Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death 
involving: 

    

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map, issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 

liquefaction? 
    

iv) Landslides?     
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?     
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or 

that would become unstable as a result of the project, 
and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B 
of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating 
substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of 
septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? 

    

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological 
resource or site or unique geologic feature?     
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C. The issuance of a grading permit, along with implementation of Erosion Control requirements during construction 

and the stabilized landscaped impervious areas, will minimize potential erosion resulting to a less than 

significant impact.  

D. According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS, 2017, the project site is located in an area with: 

a Josephine-Maymen complex (JsE), gravelly loam and clay with 16 to 51 percent slopes. The project area is well 

drained with a very high runoff class, but standard grading and erosion control techniques during grading 

activities would minimize the potential for erosion. Therefore, the impact is less than significant. 

E. The project would not require the use of a sewer system, nor the use of septic tanks. No impact would result. 

F.  The project is not near a unique geologic feature that could be significantly impacted as a result of this project. 

Therefore, the impact is less than significant. 

 

 

Sources:   Soil Survey-Amador County; Planning Department; Environmental Health Department; National Cooperative 

Soil Survey; Amador County General Plan EIR, California Geologic Survey: Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones Maps. 
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Discussion: 

A-B The project involves the installation of a cellular antenna tower on an existing site and would not generate 

substantial operational emissions. The project would generate a negligible amount of greenhouse gas emissions 

during construction and as a result of infrequent maintenance vehicle trips and back-up generator operations. A 

30 kw (40 HP) AC diesel standby generator containing a 132 gallon fuel tank would be placed within the lease 

area. Although the project includes a diesel generator, it would only be used as a back-up power supply, and would 

therefore produce negligible emissions. The proposed generator power is below the threshold for a permit from 

the Amador Air District. No other emissions would be associated with the operation of the proposed project. 

Therefore, the project would not generate significant greenhouse gas emissions, conflict with an applicable plan, 

policy, or result in significant global climate change impacts. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Sources:   Amador County General Plan, Amador County Municipal Codes, Assembly Bill 32 Scoping Plan.  

Chapter 8. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS – 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly 
or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on 
the environment? 

    

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of 
greenhouse gases? 
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Discussion: 

A-B. Construction activities associated with the development of the proposed project would involve the use of 
potentially hazardous materials, including vehicle fuels, oils, and transmission fluids. However, all potentially 
hazardous materials would be contained, stored, and used in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions and 
handled in compliance with applicable standards and regulations. In the event of an accidental release, 
construction personal who are experienced in containing accidental releases of hazardous materials will likely be 
present to contain and treat affected areas in the event a spill occurs. If a larger spill were to occur, construction 
personal would generally be on hand to contact the appropriate agencies. Hazardous materials used during 
construction would ultimately disposed of by a licensed hazardous waste transporter at an authorized and 
licensed disposal facility or recycling facility. 

The proposed project includes a standby diesel generator with a 132-gallon belly tank. Though this quantity 
exceeds the hazardous materials threshold requiring oversight by the local CUPA, risk to public health and the 
environment are low based on the type of material, volume and location of the facility. The proposed project would 
install a cellular tower, which would emit radiofrequency (RF) energy, a type of electromagnetic energy. RF 
radiation can be harmful if radiation levels are high enough to heat biological tissue and raise body temperatures. 
Effects from high levels of RF radiation could cause health problems, such as cataracts or temporary sterility in 
men (Federal Communications Commission [FCC], 1999). The evaluation concludes that the proposed project 
would comply with FCC standards for limiting public exposure to RF frequencies (Hammett & Edison, 2011). 
Impacts due to RF exposure would be less than significant. 

Chapter 9. HAZARDS AND 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS – Would the 
project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter 
mile of an existing or proposed school? 

    

d) Be located on a site which is included on a 
list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code § 65962.5 
and, as a result, would it create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the 
project result in a safety hazard or 
excessive noise for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

    

f) Impair implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

    

g) Expose people or structures, either directly 
or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, 
injury or death involving wildland fires? 
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C, No schools are located within ¼ mile of the site. Therefore, schools would not be exposed to hazardous 

materials, substances, or waste due to the project, and there would be no impact. 

D. The project site does not appear on any hazardous material site lists compiled pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5. In November 2019, Amador County staff searched the following databases for known hazardous 
materials contamination at the project site:  

 Superfund Enterprise Management System (SEMS) database  
 Department of Toxic Substances Control’s Envirostor database for cleanup sites and hazardous waste 

permitted facilities  
 Geotracker search for leaking underground fuel tanks  

 
The project site does not appear on any of the above lists, nor are there any hazardous material contamination 
sites anywhere near around the site. As such there would be no impacts. 

E. No public or private use airports have been identified to be located within the vicinity of the project site. The 
proposed project is located outside the compatibility zones for the area airports, and therefore, would have no 
impact to people working on the project site. 

F. The proposed project is an unmanned facility, so no evacuation and/or emergency response plans are necessary. 
The proposed project does not include any actions that physically interfere with any emergency response or 
emergency evacuation plans. Development of the proposed project would add a small amount of trips onto the 
area roadways; however, area roadways and intersections would continue to operate at an acceptable level of 
service so there would be less than significant impact. 

G. The project site is located in a non-urbanized area and is within a moderate fire hazard zone, according to CAL 
FIRE’s Fire Hazard Severity Zone map for Amador County (2007).  There is less than significant impact 
related to risk of wildland fires.  
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Discussion: 

A The proposed project would install a cellular antenna tower on a vacant portion of an existing residential property. 

Construction of the proposed project would include an approximate 900 square foot graded pad which would 

increase the impermeable surfaces on-site, resulting in a slight increase in urban storm water runoff. The graded 

pad would be a minor increase in ground coverage and would not produce contamination or sediment conveyance 

that would violate water quality standards. Therefore, impacts to water quality or waste discharge would be less 

than significant 

B The proposed project would not require the use of, or otherwise interfere with, groundwater supplies. No impact 

would result. 

C An equipment shelter is proposed within the 900 square foot fenced lease area.  The 12-foot wide access easement 

will not create any significant impact to drainage patterns or create significant amount of runoff. The proposed 

project would require a minimal amount of ground disturbance. The minor amount of site disturbance would not 

alter absorption rates or drainage patterns. The proposed project would require a minimal amount of ground 

disturbance, totaling 900 square feet. The minor amount of site disturbance would not alter absorption rates or 

drainage patterns. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

D The project site has an approximate elevation of 1,936 feet above sea level and the additional 65 foot height of the 

tower indicate that it will not be subject to inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow. The project site falls within 

Zone X, which is determined to be outside designated floodplains, as mapped by the Federal Emergency 

Chapter 10. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
– Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially 
degrade surface or ground water quality? 

    

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that the project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the basin? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or through the 
addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner 
which would: 

    

i) result in a substantial erosion or siltation on- 
or off-site; 

    

ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of 
surface runoff in a manner which would result 
in flooding on- or offsite; 

    

iii) create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff; or 

    

iv) impede or redirect flood flows?     
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk 

release of pollutants due to project inundation? 
    

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a 
water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 
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Management Agency (2010). The project will not expose significant risk of loss, injury, or death to people or 

structures, nor is it located near a levee or a dam. No impact would result 

E Amador County does not have a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan. No 

impact would result. 

 

 

Sources: Environmental Health Department; Public Works Agency. 
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Discussion: 

 

A The project site is located on the westernmost corner of a 57 acre property. It is bordered by vacant land to the 

south and to the west, properties in the Williamson Act to the east, and the Jackson Rancheria Casino property to 

the north. Currently, the subject parcel is developed with two single family residences. The proposed project 

would include the installation of a cellular antenna tower and would not divide an established community. No 

impact would result 

B The project parcel is designated by the General Plan as Agricultural General and is zoned R1A (Single Family 

Residential and Agricultural). Section 19.48.150 of the Zoning Ordinance requires new telecommunication 

facilities to have a minimum building setback from all property lines and public road rights-of-way equal to the 

height of the facility. The proposed 65-foot tower is located approximately 130 feet from the north property line, 

540 feet from the south property line, 320 feet from the east property line and 1,500 feet from the west property 

line. The proposed tower meets the required setback so no impact would result with the zoning ordinance. 

 

 

 

 

Sources:   Amador County General Plan, Amador County Municipal Codes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 11. LAND USE AND PLANNING – Would 
the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Physically divide an established community?     

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a 
conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 
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Discussion: 

 

A & B The California Geological Survey (CGS) has classified the project site as being located in a Mineral Resource Zone 

4 (MRZ-4) which are areas where geologic information does not rule out either the presence or absence of mineral 

resources. The proposed project would not use or extract any mineral or energy resources and would not restrict 

access to known mineral resource areas. Though there are known mineral resources in the vicinity, there are no 

known resources on this parcel.  In addition, the size of the parcels conforms to the Amador County minimum 

parcel size thus, any unknown minerals would not be impacted. No impact would result.  

 

 

Sources: Planning Department, California Department of Conservation Division of Mines and Geology - MINERAL LAND 

CLASSIFICATION OF THE CAMINO AND MOKELUMNE HILL 15-MINUTE QUADRANGLES, EL DORADO, AMADOR, AND 

CALAVERAS COUNTIES, CALIFORNIA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 12. MINERAL RESOURCES – Would the 
project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be a value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or 
other land use plan? 
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Discussion: 

A Uses associated with this project would not create a significant increase in ambient noise levels established in the 

local general plan, other than temporary construction noise. Operation of the proposed project may generate a 

small amount of noise associated with the low frequency “hum” of the cell tower. The allowable exterior noise 

limits for utilities is 75 decibels per the Amador County General Plan Land Use Compatibility for Community Noise 

Environments table N-3. Noise levels generated during normal operation would not exceed applicable noise 

standards established in the General Plan. Impacts would be less than significant. 

B The proposed project would not include the development of land uses that would generate substantial ground-

borne vibration or noise or use construction activities that would have such effects. No structures are proposed 

that would require heavy footings where the use of heavy pile drivers would be required. No impact would result. 

C The project is not located within two miles of any active private or public airstrip. No impact would result. 

 

 

Source: Planning Department 

  

Chapter 13. NOISE – Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the 
project in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

    

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels?     

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 
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Discussion: 

 

A & B The proposed project site currently is developed with two single family residences with accessory buildings. The 

proposed project would allow for a single family dwelling and one accessory dwelling unit. This would not result 

in the substantial unplanned growth, displacement of housing or people, or cause replacement housing to be 

constructed elsewhere. The project would not directly or indirectly induce population growth and no impact 

would result. 

  

Chapter 14. POPULATION AND HOUSING – 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population 
growth in an area, either directly (for example, 
by proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people 
or housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 
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Discussion: 

A. The project site is currently served by the Amador Fire Protection District. The nearest fire station is Station 116 

located at 12222 New York Ranch Rd, Jackson. Amador Fire Protection District has signed a contract with the 

Jackson Rancheria Tribe which provides five personnel (2 Firefighters, 1 Engineer, 1 Captain, 1 Battalion Chief) 

every day on two Type I Engines as an additional county resource as well as a nearby resource for the Tribe as 

well as the Jackson Rancheria Casino. The project site is approximately 4 miles (driving distance) from the fire 

station. Proposed improvements would not result in significant additional demand for fire protection services. As 

such, the proposed project would not result in the provision of or need for new or physically altered fire protection 

facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts. No impact related to fire 

protection services would occur. 

B. The project site is currently served by the Amador County Sheriff’s Department. The nearest police station is 

located at 700 Court Street in Jackson. The project site is located approximately 4.3 miles (driving distance) from 

the sheriff’s station.  The proposed project would not result in additional demand for sheriff protection services. 

No impact related to police protection services would occur. 

C-E. The proposed cell tower installation project would not increase the number of residents in the County, as the 

project does not include residential units. Because the demand for schools, parks, and other public facilities is 

driven by population, the proposed project would not increase demand for those services. As such, the proposed 

project would result in no impacts on these public services. 

 

 

 

 

Source:  Amador Fire Protection District, Sheriff's Office, Amador County Unified School District, Recreation Agency, 

Planning Department 

 

Chapter 15. PUBLIC SERVICES – Would the 
project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant Impact 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, 
need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times, or other 
performance objectives for any of the public 
services: 

    

a) Fire protection?     
b) Police protection?     
c) Schools?     
d) Parks?     
e) Other public facilities?     
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Discussion: 

 

A&B The proposed cell tower installation project would not generate population that would increase demand for parks 

or recreational facilities. Thus, the proposed project would not affect use of existing facilities, nor would it require 

the construction or expansion of existing recreational facilities. Therefore, the proposed project would have no 

impact on recreational facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 16. RECREATION – Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of 
the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect 
on the environment? 
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Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation: 

A. The General Plan Mitigation Measure 4.14.1 requires the County to evaluate discretionary development proposals 
for their impact on traffic and transportation infrastructure and provision of alternative transportation, and 
requires applicants/ developments to pay into the traffic mitigation fee program(s) to mitigate impacts to 
roadways. The County will require future projects to conduct traffic studies (following Amador County 
Transportation Commission guidance). The purpose of these traffic studies will be to identify and mitigate any 
cumulative or project impacts (roadways below the County’s standard of Level of Service “C”, or LOS C, for rural 
roadways and LOS D for roadways in urban and developing areas) beyond the limits of the mitigation fee 
program(s). Projects will be required to pay a “fair share” of those improvements that would be required to 
mitigate impacts outside the established mitigation fee program(s).  The objective of this program(s) is to 
substantially reduce or avoid traffic impacts, including cumulative impacts, of development which would occur to 
implement the General Plan. Measurement of Circulation System effectiveness:  The effectiveness of the County 
Circulation Element is measured by a project’s impact to LOS criteria adopted for roadways within Amador 
County.  The project does not conflict with any plan, ordinance, or policy establishing measure of effectiveness for 
the performance of the circulation system. Level of Service Standards:  The LOS Standard criteria as established 
in the Circulation Element is the established congestion management program in effect for the County.   The 
proposed project would not cause a substantial increase in traffic, reduce the existing level of service, or create 
any additional congestion at any intersections. The proposed facility would require periodic maintenance, 
involving about one to two vehicle trips per month.  As such, level of service standards would not be exceeded and 
the project would not conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of effectiveness 
for the performance of the circulation system. Impacts would be less than significant. 
 

B. The proposed project would not conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines § 15064.3, subdivision (b). No 
impact would result. 
 

C. The proposed project does not include any design features that would create a hazard, such as sharp turns in the 
access road. The proposed project would be consistent with surrounding uses. Therefore, no impact would result. 
 

D. The project will not increase hazards to existing roads or incompatible uses due to the project site being in an 
unused corner of a 57 acre parcel. Impacts would be less than significant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 17. TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC – 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy 
addressing the circulation system, including transit, 
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

    

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines § 
15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

    

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

d) Result in inadequate emergency access?     
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Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation: 

Tribal cultural resources” are defined as (1) Sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with 
cultural value to a California Native American tribe that are either of the following:  

(A) Included or determined to be eligible for inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources.  

(B) Included in a local register of historical resources as defined in subdivision (k) of Section 5020.1.  

These may include non-unique archaeological resources previously subject to limited review under CEQA. Assembly Bill 
52, which became effective in July 2015, requires the lead agency (in this case, Amador County) to begin consultation with 
any California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed 
project prior to the release of a negative declaration, mitigated negative declaration, or environmental impact report if: (1) 
the California Native American tribe requested to the lead agency, in writing, to be informed by the lead agency through 
formal notification of proposed projects in the geographic area that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the tribe, 
and (2) the California Native American tribe responds, in writing, within 30 days of receipt of the formal notification and 
requests the consultation (Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1[b]). 

A.  As defined by Public Resources Code section 21074 (a) there were no tribal cultural resources identified in the 
project area therefore the project would not cause a substantial adverse change in any identified tribal cultural 
resources. Additionally, the Ione Band of Miwok Indians, the Buena Vista Band of Me-Wuk Indians, the Shingle 
Springs Band of Miwuk Indians, and the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California were notified of this project 
proposal and did not submit any materials referencing tribal cultural resources affected by this project. 
Mitigation Measure TRI-1 addresses potential discovery Tribal Cultural Resources on this site, rendering 
impacts less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

Mitigation Measure  
 
TRI-1  If during the AB 52 consultation process information is provided that identifies tribal cultural resources, an 

additional Cultural Resources Study or EIR may be required.  
 

Sources: Amador County Planning Department, California Public Resources Code; National Park Service National Register 
of Historic Places. 

Chapter 18. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES – Would 
the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in 
Public Resources Code § 21074 as either a site, feature, 
place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined 
in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred 
place, or object with cultural value to a California Native 
American tribe, and that is: 

    

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 
register of historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or 

    

ii. A resource determined by the lead agency, in 
its discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code § 5024.1. In applying the criteria set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource 
Code § 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider 
the significance of the resource to a California 
Native American tribe. 
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Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation: 

 

A-C The proposed project would not require any water or wastewater service. Therefore, the project would not exceed 

wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board or result in the 

expansion of water or wastewater treatment facilities. Therefore, no impact related to these utilities and service 

systems would occur. 

 
D-E The installation of a cellular tower would generate a minimal amount of construction waste. Currently there are 

no active landfills in the county, however, the Aces Waste Services has a transfer station in Ione which has 

sufficient capacity to accommodate the additional solid waste. In addition, the proposed project would comply 

with federal, state, and local regulations regarding solid waste. Impacts would be less than significant.  

Chapter 19. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS – 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

    

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project 
and reasonably foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

    

c) Result in a determination by the waste water treatment 
provider, which serves or may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand 
in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

    

d) Generate solid waste in excess of state or local standards, or 
in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise 
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 

    

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? 

    



Sierra Gold Country Hotel | Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 

Page 37 of 39 

 

 

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation: 

A. The project shall not impair any adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. The impact is 
less than significant. 
 

B. The project does not exacerbate wildfire risks through change in slope, prevailing winds, or other factors.  In 2017, 
the state of California adopted an Emergency Plan, which outlines how the state would respond in an event of 
natural or man-made disaster. The project would not interfere with this plan.  Because the project site is located 
away from the two existing homes, and away from Eagle Road, the project is not anticipated to affect existing 
emergency access or access to nearby uses. All new development under the plan would be required to comply 
with County standards for the provision and maintenance of emergency access. Therefore, there is a less than 
significant impact. 
 

C. The project site is located about 4 miles away from a nearby Fire station at 12222 New York Ranch road. The 
station serves the nearby casino, Tribe, and County. The project will require the installation and maintenance of 
an unmanned telecommunication facility with associated infrastructure. Therefore, there is a less than 
significant impact. 
 

D. The project will not expose people or structure to any new significant risks regarding flooding, landslides, or 
wildland fire risk.  The project is located in a Moderate Fire Risk Zone and therefore, shall conform to all standard 
Fire Safety Regulations as determined by Amador County Fire Department and California Building Code.  The 
nearest fire station is located at 1222 New York Ranch road, approximately 4 miles from the project site, and 
therefore will not require any increased fire protection due to the project’s change in use.  There is a less than 
significant impact. 

 

Source: Amador County Planning, Amador County Office of Emergency Services.  

 

 

 

 

Chapter 20. WILDFIRE – If located in or near state 
responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire 
hazard severity zones, would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

    

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project 
occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire 
or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

    

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency 
water sources, power lines, or other utilities) that may 
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or 
ongoing impacts to the environment? 

    

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 
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Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation: 

A Impacts to Aesthetics, Biological, Cultural, and Tribal Cultural Resources would be significant unless mitigated.  

Therefore, Mitigation Measures AES-1, BIO-1 through 4, CULTR-1, and TRI-1 are required of the project. 

The implementation of the Mitigation Measures identified above would result in less than significant impacts to 

the chapters mentioned above.  Therefore, the project will not degrade the quality of the environment and no 

habitat, wildlife populations, and plant and animal communities would not be greatly impacted.  All environmental 

topics are either considered to have "No Impact," "Less Than Significant Impact," or "Less than Significant Impacts 

with Mitigation Incorporated." 

Implementing of the biological mitigation measures during potential construction would reduce impacts to 

wildlife, plants, and water resources. Potential construction would not result in impacts to fish or wildlife species, 

or associated habitats. Potential impacts to water resources such as ponds, creeks, or streams would be mitigated 

to less than significant levels via Mitigation Measures BIO-1, BIO-2, BIO-3. If construction occurs during the nesting 

season. Mitigation Measure BIO-4 would reduce these impacts to less than significant to nesting birds.  

Due to the limited ground disturbance, the proposed project would not be expected to impact any cultural or 

historic resources with Mitigation Measures CULTR-1 and TRI-1 incorporated.  

With implementation of the aforementioned Mitigation Measures, impacts would be less than significant with 

mitigation incorporated. 

B No past, current, or probable future projects were identified in the project vicinity that, when added to project-

related impacts, would result in cumulatively considerable impacts. No cumulatively considerable impacts would 

occur with development of the proposed project. As discussed in the analyses provided in this Initial Study, project 

impacts were found to be less than significant. The incremental effects of the proposed project are not 

cumulatively significant when viewed in context of the past, current, and I or probable future projects. No 

cumulative impacts would be occur. The intent of the project is to improve cellular coverage for existing and future 

wireless customers. The proposed project is consistent with the Amador County General Plan. Impacts would be 

less than significant. 

Chapter 21. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE  

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade 
the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce 
the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of California history or prehistory 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with 
the effects of past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future projects.) 

    

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 
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C There have been no impacts discovered through the review of this application demonstrating that there would be 

substantial adverse effects on human beings either directly or indirectly. However, the proposed project has the 

potential to cause both temporary and future impacts to the area by project-related impacts relating to Aesthetics, 

Biological Resources and Cultural and Tribal Resources. With implementation of mitigation measures included in 

this Initial Study, these impacts would be effectively mitigated to a less than significant level. 

 

SOURCE:  Chapters 1 through 20 of this Initial Study. 

 

REFERENCES Amador County General Plan; Amador County General Plan EIR; Amador Air District; Amador County 

Municipal Codes; Fish & Wildlife’s IPAC and BIOS databases; Migratory Bird Treaty Act; California Air Resources 

Board; California Department of Conservation; California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection; California 

Geologic Survey: Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones; State Department of Mines & Geology; Amador County GIS; 

Amador County Zoning Map; Amador County Municipal Codes; Amador County Soil Survey; Amador Fire Protection 

District; Caltrans District 10 Office of Rural Planning; Commenting Department and Agencies.  All sources cited herein 

are available in the public domain, and are hereby incorporated by reference. 

 

NOTE:  Authority cited: Sections 21083, 21083.05, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 65088.4, Gov. Code; 

Sections 21080, 21083.05, 21095, Pub. Resources Code; Eureka Citizens for Responsible Govt. v. City of Eureka (2007) 147 

Cal. Appl. 4th 357; Protect the Historic Amador Waterways v. Amador Water Agency (2004) 116 Cal. App. 4th at 1109; San 

Franciscans Upholding the Downtown Plan v. city and County of San Francisco (2002) 102 Cal. App. 4th 656. 
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Alternate Site Analysis - Addendum 

Red shading – Owned by casino 

 

Yellow pins – Closely-grouped residential homes. Avoided by Verizon due to setback requirements 

from property lines, high likelihood of opposition from neighbors, and necessity for increased tower 

height. 

 

Proposed Site Location has 200-300 feet higher elevation than the circled area, providing better 

coverage and eliminating the need for a much taller tower. The property is also more secluded and 

more easily stealthed. 

 

In the lower elevation of the circled area, Verizon would need tower height to extend more than the 

15 feet above the tree line that Amador County Code allows. 

http://www.sacw.com/
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CENTRAL) , CALL USA NORTH 811

TOLL FREE: 1-800-227-2600 OR

www.usanorth811.org

CALIFORNIA STATUTE

REQUIRES MIN OF 2

WORKING DAYS NOTICE

BEFORE YOU EXCAVATE

THIS PROJECT IS A VERIZON WIRELESS UNMANNED TELECOMMUNICATION WIRELESS

FACILITY. IT WILL CONSIST OF THE FOLLOWING:

· NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 30'-0" x 30'-0" LEASE AREA

· NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 8'-0" TALL CHAIN-LINK FENCE W/BARBED WIRE

· NEW VERIZON WIRELESS OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT ON NEW 11'-6" x 8'-0" CONCRETE PAD

· (1) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 30KW GENERAC STANDBY GENERATOR W/132 GALLON DIESEL

TANK (SD030) ON NEW 10'-0" x 5'-0" CONCRETE PAD

· (1) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS GPS ANTENNA

· (1) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS ELECTRICAL METER & INTERSECT CABINET ON NEW H-FRAME

· (1) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS FIBER BOX ON NEW H-FRAME

· (1) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 65'-0" HIGH MONOPINE

· (12) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 8' TALL PANEL ANTENNAS

· (15) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS RRUS

· (4) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS RAYCAPS 6627

· NEW VERIZON WIRELESS (1) 6'Ø MICROWAVE ANTENNA & (1) 2'ØMICROWAVE ANTENNA

· (2) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS HYBRID CABLES

· (12) NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 1-5/8"Ø COAX CABLES

VICINITY MAP

EQUIPMENT ELEVATIONSA-5

AMADOR COUNTY

ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: FACILITY IS UNMANNED AND NOT FOR HUMAN

HABITATION. ACCESSIBILITY NOT REQUIRED.

· 2016 CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

· 2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODES

· 2016 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE

· 2016 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE

· 2016 CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE

· CITY & COUNTY ORDINANCES

ALL WORK AND MATERIALS SHALL BE PERFORMED AND INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE CURRENT EDITIONS OF THE FOLLOWING CODES AS ADOPTED BY THE LOCAL GOVERNING

AUTHORITIES. ALL WORK SHALL CONFORM TO 2016 EDITION TITLE 24, CALIFORNIA CODE OF

REGULATIONS. NOTHING IN THESE PLANS IS TO BE CONSTRUED TO PERMIT WORK NOT

CONFORMING TO THE LATEST EDITIONS OF THE FOLLOWING CODES.

1. HEAD NORTHEAST ON MITCHELL DR TOWARD

OAK GROVE RD

2. TURN RIGHT ONTO OAK GROVE RD

3. USE THE LEFT 2 LANES TO TURN LEFT ONTO

YGNACIO VALLEY RD

4. TURN RIGHT AFTER BANK OF AMERICA

5. CONTINUE ONTO MARSH CREEK RD

6. TURN RIGHT ONTO CA-4 E

7. TURN LEFT ONTO TILLIE LEWIS DR

8. TURN LEFT ONTO NAVY DR

9. TURN RIGHT ONTO ORT J. LOFTHUS FWY

10. USE THE LEFT 2 LANES TO TAKE EXIT 68B TO

MERGE ONTO CA-99 N TOWARD SACRAMENTO

11. TAKE EXIT 255 FOR CA-88 E/WATERLOO ROAD

TOWARD JACKSON

12. TURN RIGHT ONTO CA-88 E (SIGNS FOR

JACKSON/WATERLOO ROAD)

13. PASS BY BURGER KING (ON THE RIGHT IN 13.5 MI)

14. TURN LEFT TO STAY ON CA-88 E

15. TURN LEFT ONTO EAGLE WAY

NOT TO SCALE
NORTH

JACKSON, CA 95642

PHONE: (916) 718-9873

EMAIL: pqac96@gmail.com

SITE ACQUISITION

SAC WIRELESS, LLC.

8880 CAL CENTER DRIVE

SUITE 170

SACRAMENTO, CA 95826 
CONTACT: PHILIP DECKER 
TELEPHONE: (626) 482-9379 
PHILIP.DECKER@SACW.COM

ARCHITECT:

SAC AE DESIGN GROUP, INC 
NESTOR POPOWYCH, AIA

5015 SHOREHAM PLACE SUITE 150 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92122

CONTACT: RYAN LIMA 
TELEPHONE: (619) 471-6359

FAX: (619) 736-3616

RYAN.LIMA@SACW.COM

UTILITY COORDINATOR: 
SAC WIRELESS, LLC.

8880 CAL CENTER DRIVE

SUITE 170

SACRAMENTO, CA 95826 
CONTACT: RAMON MORENO 
TELEPHONE: (916) 751-8827 
RAMON.MORENO@SACW.COM

PLANNING

SAC WIRELESS, LLC.

8880 CAL CENTER DRIVE

SUITE 170

SACRAMENTO, CA 95826

CONTACT: PHILIP DECKER 
TELEPHONE: (626) 482-9379 
PHILIP.DECKER@SACW.COM

SURVEYOR:

SMITHCO SURVEYING ENGINEERING 
P.O. BOX 81626

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93380

CONTACT: GREG SMITH, PLS 
TELEPHONE: (661) 393-1217 
GSMITH@SMITHCO.NET

2785 MITCHELL DRIVE, BLDG 9

WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598

OFFICE: (925) 279-6000

APPLICANT'S REPRESENTATIVE 
SAC WIRELESS, LLC.

8880 CAL CENTER DRIVE

SUITE 170

SACRAMENTO, CA 95826

CONTACT: PHILIP DECKER
TELEPHONE: (626) 482-9379
PHILIP.DECKER@SACW.COM

PROPERTY OWNER:

OWNER: SCOT AND ROSELLEN PEBELIER 
ADDRESS: 16777 EAGLE WAY

FROM: 2785 MITCHELL DRIVE, BLDG 9

WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598
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DESCRIPTIONDATE BYREV.

10/05/18 FA1 100% ZONING
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03/11/19 FA3 100% ZONING

04/22/19 FA4 100% ZONING

05/06/19 FA5 100% ZONING

06/05/19 FA6 100% ZONING

C-2 SITE SURVEY

C-3 SITE SURVEY

1-LINE DIAGRAM, PANEL SCHEDULE & UTILITY NOTESE-1

C-4 SITE SURVEY

AutoCAD SHX Text
88

AutoCAD SHX Text
EAGLE WAY











REARREAR

SITE PLAN

A-1

SITE PLAN 1
NORTH

1" = 200'-0" (24x36)

(OR)

SCALE:

1/2" = 200'-0" (11x17)

200' 0 100' 200'

NEW VERIZON WIRELESS

EQUIPMENT & ANTENNA

AREA, REFER TO:

1

A-1.1

1

A-3

2

A-4

2

A-3

1

A-4

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 L
IN

E

EXISTING SITE ACCESS

DRIVEWAY

APN: 044-110-084

OWNER(S):

SCOT AND ROSELLEN PEBELIER

"

G

A

M

M

A

"

 

S

E

C

T

O

R

 

@

 

2

9

0

°

A

L

P

H

A

"

 

S

E

C

T

O

R

 

@

 

5

0

°

"
B

E

T

A

"
 
S

E

C

T

O

R

 
@

 
1

7

0

°

PROPERTY LINE

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 L
IN

E

E

X

I

S

T

I

N

G

 

1

2

'

 

W

I

D

E

 

G

R

A

V

E

L

 

A

C

C

E

S

S

 

R

O

A

D

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 
L
I
N

E

M

I

C

R

O

W

A

V

E

 

@

 

1

2

0

°

178'-0"

9
5

'
-
0

"

S

T

A

T

E

 

H

W

Y

 

8

8

E
A

G
L
E

W

A

Y

EXISTING HOUSE

EXISTING SHOP

P

R

O

P

E

R

T

Y

 

L

I

N

E

P

R

O

P

E

R

T

Y

 

L

I

N

E

P

R

O

P

E

R

T

Y

 

L

I

N

E

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

 
L

I
N

E

EXISTING POWER POLE

W/ TRANSFORMER (NEW

VERIZON WIRELESS

POWER P.O.C.)

PARCEL "5A"

PARCEL MAP NO. 2287

PARCEL "5B"

PARCEL MAP NO. 2287

N
O

T
E

:
 
T

H
E

 
O

R
I
G

I
N

A
L
 
S

I
Z

E
 
O

F
 
T

H
I
S

 
P

L
A

N
 
I
S

 
2
4
"
 
X

 
3
6
"
.
 
 
S

C
A

L
E

 
R

A
T

I
O

 
I
S

 
N

O
T

 
V

A
L
I
D

 
F

O
R

 
R

E
D

U
C

E
D

 
O

R
 
E

N
L
A

R
G

E
D

 
S

H
E

E
T

 
S

I
Z

E
S

SHEET TITLE:

ISSUE STATUS

PROPRIETARY INFORMATION

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS SET OF

DRAWINGS IS PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL TO

VERIZON WIRELESS

ANY USE OR DISCLOSURE OTHER THAN AS IT RELATES

TO VERIZON WIRELESS IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED

SAN DIEGO, CA 92122

619.736.3766

5015 SHOREHAM PLACE, STE. 150

www.sacw.com

SAC AE DESIGN GROUP, INC.

2
7
8
5
 
M

I
T

C
H

E
L
L
 
D

R
I
V

E
,
 
B

L
D

G
 
9

W
A

L
N

U
T

 
C

R
E

E
K

,
 
C

A
 
9
4
5
9
8

1
6
7
7
7
 
E

A
G

L
E

 
W

A
Y

J
A

C
K

S
O

N
,
 
C

A
 
9
5
6
4
2

P
S

L
#

 
3

1
4

1
7

0

J
A

C
K

S
O

N

R
A

N
C

H
E

R
I
A

07/30/18 FA0 90% ZONING

DESCRIPTIONDATE BYREV.

10/05/18 FA1 100% ZONING

10/16/18 FA2 100% ZONING

03/11/19 FA3 100% ZONING

04/22/19 FA4 100% ZONING

05/06/19 FA5 100% ZONING

06/05/19 FA6 100% ZONING

E

X

I

S

T

I

N

G

 

O

V

E

R

H

E

A

D

 

P

O

W

E

R

 

L

I

N

E

S

EXISTING LEACH

FIELD AREA

LESSEE PROPOSED 12'-0"

WIDE ACCESS EASEMENT

RIGHT-OF- WAY

EXISTING POWER

POLE, (TYP.)

10'-0"

PUE

10'-0"

PUE

1

0

'
-
0

"

P

U

E

3

0

'
-

0

"

U

T

I

L

I

T

Y

 

E

A

S

E

M

E

N

T

APN: 044-110-020

OWNER(S):
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EQUIPMENT &

ANTENNA LAYOUTS

3/8" = 1'-0" (24x36)
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GENERAC STANDBY GENERATOR

W/132 GALLON DIESEL TANK (SD030)
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GENERAC

STANDBY
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NEW PORTABLE FIRE
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1-LINE DIAGRAM,

PANEL SCHEDULE

& UTILITY NOTES

NTS
SCALE:
NTS

SCALE: 1NTS
SCALE:
NTS

SCALE: 2PANEL SCHEDULE
1-LINE DIAGRAM & KEY NOTES

KEY NOTES:

UTILITY GENERAL NOTES:

1. ALL NEW GROUNDINGS FOR ELECTRICAL ROUTE METER MUST BE DONE PER CEC, NEC

& LOCAL BUILDING & SAFETY REQUIREMENTS.

2. ALL NEW CONDUIT FROM ELECTRICAL ROUTE METER TO THE SITE MUST BE RGS

CONDUITS. INSTALL WEATHERPROOF PULL BOXES AS REQD. PER CEC, NEC & LOCAL

BLDG. &  SAFETY REQUIREMENTS & MUST HAVE TRAFFIC COVERS.

3. ALL NEW PULL BOXES MUST BE HOT-DIPPED GALVANIZED AND WEATHERPROOF

4. ALL NEW WIRE SPLICES PULL BOXES DONE PER CEC & NEC.

5. FIELD VERIFY EXACT ELECTRICAL CONDUIT ROUTE.

6. VERIZON WIRELESS NEW METER/MAIN NEED TO BE LABELED & ALL CLEARANCE FOR

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT BY CEC & NEC.

7. NEW GROUND RODS MAY BE USED FOR SITE GROUNDING IF DESIRED RESISTANCE IS

ACHIEVED.

8. CONTRACTOR TO INSTALL UTILITY CONDUIT (LATERAL).

9. UTILITY POINTS OF SERVICE AND WORK / MATERIALS SHOWN ARE BASED UPON

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE UTILITY COMPANY AND ARE FOR BID

PURPOSES ONLY.

10. CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE WITH UTILITY COMPANY FOR FINAL AND EXACT

WORK / MATERIALS REQUIREMENTS AND CONSTRUCT TO UTILITY COMPANY

ENGINEERING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS ONLY.  CONTRACTOR SHALL FURNISH AND

INSTALL ALL CONDUIT, PULL ROPES, CABLES, PULL BOXES, CONCRETE ENCASEMENT

OF CONDUIT (IF REQUIRED), TRANSFORMER PAD, BARRIERS, POLE RISERS,

TRENCHING, BACKFILL, PAY ALL UTILITY COMPANY FEES AND INCLUDE ALL

REQUIREMENTS IN SCOPE OF WORK.

NTS
SCALE:
NTS

SCALE: 3UTILITY NOTES

NEW PG&E/ VERIZON WIRELESS ELECTRICAL

METER 120/240 V, 1 PHASE, 3 WIRE, 200 AMP, 28

KVA, NEMA 3R ENCLOSURE.

1

 48V DC

POWER

PLANT/

MISC.

6 (3/4" C - 4# 12, 1# 10

GROUND COPPER, THHN/

THWN-2) & 3/4" C- 2#12,

1#12 GROUND, COPPER

THHN / THWN-2

CKTS (1,3) (5,7) (6,8) (9,11) (13,15) (17,19) (21,23) (25,27) (29) (10) & (12)

NEW 3/4"-1#6 GROUND, COPPER

BONDED TO MAIN GROUND SYSTEM

5

6

CKT 22

1"C - 2#12, 1#12 GROUND

COPPER, THHN/THWN-2

WP / J.BOX

6-HR WIND UP TIMER

SWITCH

LOAD PHASE 1

ADDITIONAL 25% CONTINUOUS LOAD = 

DESCRIPTION

C

MAIN ELECTRICAL PANEL

18,100

8

B
NO.

PHASE 1

6

4

2

PHASE 2

C

B

DESCRIPTION

12

10

120/240 V, 1 PHASE, 3 WIRE, 28 KVA, 200 AMP BUS

200 AMP/2P MAIN BREAKER

16,900

TOTAL LOAD (PHASE 1 & 2) =

LOAD PHASE 2

48VDC POWER PLANT

RECTIFIER #1

3

16

1

14

5

18

7

9

11

35,000

TOTAL LOAD 35,400

TOTAL AMPS 148 AMPS=

=

MANUFACTURED BY INTERSECT, INC MODEL AA3003R SERIES

CKT

NO.

CKT

13

15

19

21

23

24

25

26

30A

2P

27

28

29

30

17

20A

2P

2P

20A

2P

2P

2P

2P

2P

2P

15A

1P

SURGE SUPPRESSOR

-

-

2,400

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

48VDC POWER PLANT INTERIOR OUTLET

48VDC POWER PLANT

RECTIFIER #2

48VDC POWER PLANT

RECTIFIER #3

48VDC POWER PLANT

RECTIFIER #4

48VDC POWER PLANT

RECTIFIER #5

48VDC POWER PLANT

RECTIFIER #6

48VDC POWER PLANT

RECTIFIER #7

48VDC POWER PLANT

RECTIFIER #8

SPACE

SPACE

SPACE

SPACE

-

-

-

-

2,400

-

400

MISC. RECEPTACLE #1

1,200

3,900

3,900

2,800

3,200

20A

20A

20A

20A

20A

20A

1,600

1,200

2,000

1,200

2,000

1,200

MISC. RECEPTACLE #2

20

22

3,000

3,000

-

-

20A

1P

20A

1P

GENERATOR BATT. CHARGER

20A

1P

20A

1P

BATTERY

CAB.

SERVICE LIGHTS

20A

1P

20A

2P

BATTERY CABINET

CKTS (18,20)

EXISTING UTILITY POLE W/TRANSFORMER

(NEW VERIZON WIRELESS POWER P.O.C.)

SURFACE LIGHTS, TYP. OF 2

M G

2P

TO MISC. CABINET

GG

150A

2"C-3#1/0, 1#6 GROUND, COPPER,

THHN/THWN-2

1"C - 2#12, 1#12 GROUND

COPPER, THHN/THWN-2

(STANDBY GENERATOR

BATTERY CHARGER CKT 14)

1"C - 2#12, 1#12 GROUND

COPPER, THHN/THWN-2

(STANDBY GENERATOR

BLOCK HEATER CKT 16)

NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 30KW

GENERAC STANDBY GENERATOR

W/132 GALLONS DIESEL TANK

1"C FOR ALARM WIRING TO MISC.

CABINET

#4 AWG PER

GENERAC

REQUIREMENTS

MAIN GROUND

RING SYSTEM

GENERATOR BLOCK HEATER

ATS

200A-2P ILC/ATS 120/240 V, 1 PHASE, 3

WIRE MAIN PANEL BY INTERSECT, INC-

NEMA 3R ENCLOSURE

"ASCO" SYSTEM SQUARE

"D" NQOD PANEL

INTERSECT LOAD CENTER W/ 30

CIRCUIT POSITIONS

T

NEW 17"x30" HAND HOLE (AS NECESSARY)

NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 50KVA TRANSFORMER

480V - 120/240V, SINGLE PHASE, 200A - NOTE

T

2"C - 3 #3/0, 1#6 GROUND,

COPPER THHN/THWN-2

NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 120/240V, 1 PHASE,

3 WIRE, 200A FUSED DISCONNECT - NOTE

4

2"C - 3 #3/0, 1#6 GROUND,

COPPER THHN/THWN-2

NEW 3/4" C W/ #1/0 GROUND,

COPPER BONDED TO 5/8" X 10' LONG

COPPERCLAD STEEL GROUND ROD

3

NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 480V, 2 POLE,

2 WIRE, 100A FUSED DISCONNECT - NOTE

2

3"C - 2#

4

0

, 1#4 GROUND, COPPER

THHN/THWN-2 (MAX. 800 FT)

NEW 3/4" C W/ #1/0 GROUND,

COPPER BONDED TO 5/8" X 8' LONG

COPPERCLAD STEEL GROUND ROD

NEW VERIZON WIRELESS 50KVA

TRANSFORMER 480V - 120/240V,

SINGLE PHASE, 200A - NOTE

3

2"C - 2 #3/0, 1#6 GROUND, COPPER

THHN/THWN-2 (MAX 25 FT FROM

PEDESTAL).

2"C - 3 #3/0, 1#6 GROUND,

COPPER THHN/THWN-2
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SHEET TITLE:

ISSUE STATUS

PROPRIETARY INFORMATION

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS SET OF

DRAWINGS IS PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL TO

VERIZON WIRELESS

ANY USE OR DISCLOSURE OTHER THAN AS IT RELATES

TO VERIZON WIRELESS IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED

SAN DIEGO, CA 92122

619.736.3766

5015 SHOREHAM PLACE, STE. 150

www.sacw.com

SAC AE DESIGN GROUP, INC.
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07/30/18 FA0 90% ZONING

DESCRIPTIONDATE BYREV.

10/05/18 FA1 100% ZONING

10/16/18 FA2 100% ZONING

03/11/19 FA3 100% ZONING

04/22/19 FA4 100% ZONING

05/06/19 FA5 100% ZONING

06/05/19 FA6 100% ZONING

G

N

1

M
M

VERIZON WIRELESS ELECTRICAL METERING 200

AMPERE, 120/240 VOLT, 1 PHASE, 3 WIRE - NOTE

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

TERMINATION

UNDERGROUND PULL

BOX, NEMA 3R.

UNISTRUT MOUNTED.

400A, 1 PHASE, 3 WIRE,

120/240

SCI = 18,000 AMPS

CAT 

#R9000EE

G

N

6"X6"X36" NEMA 3R SCREW COVER WIREWAY

NEW 3/4" C W/ #2 GROUND COPPER

BONDED TO 5/8" X 8' LONG COPPER

CLAD STEEL GROUND ROD

NEW 3/4" C W/ #2 GROUND COPPER

BONDED TO 5/8" X 8' LONG

COPPERCLAD STEEL GROUND ROD

CAT # 224MTBP 200A FUSIBLE

PULL-OUT

#2 GROUND COPPER

ELECTRICAL METERING 200 AMPERE,

120/240 VOLT, 1 PHASE, 3 WIRE - NOTE

1

2

4

3

HEAVY DUTY FUSED DISCONNECT SWITCH, SQUARE

D, MODEL H363RB, 100 AMP, 480V, 2-POLE, 2 WIRE,

NEMA 3R ENCLOSURE, CLASS R-K1,

100 AMP FUSES, BUSSMAN TYPE LPS-RK-SP, CL, DE,

TD. (DIMENSIONS: 8.5"W X 21.25"H X 6.38"D, 17.5lbs)

DRY TYPE TRANSFORMER SQUARE D  MODEL

EE50S3H, 50 KVA, SINGLE PHASE, 480V PRIMARY TO

120V / 240V SECONDARY- 150 °C TEMPERATURE RISE

WITH WEATHER SHIELDS (4) 1/2" Ø GALV. ANCHOR

BOLTS ON NEW CONCRETE PAD

HEAVY DUTY FUSED DISCONNECT SWITCH, SQUARE

D, MODEL #H224NRB, 200 AMP, 120/ 240V, 2-POLE, 3

WIRE, NEMA 3R ENCLOSURE, CLASS R-K1,

200 AMP FUSES, BUSSMAN TYPE LPN-RK-SP, CL, DE,

TD. (DIMENSIONS: 17.25"W x 29.25"H x 8.50"D, 45.92lbs)

NEW AUTOMATIC TRANSFER SWITCH (POSITION OFF)

GENERAC ASCO SERIES 300L, 200 AMP, 120/240V,

PHASE, 3 WIRE, 2 POLE, 42 KAIC (OPTION MANUAL

TRANSFER SWITCH).

5

NEW INTEGRATED LOAD CENTER (PANEL A)

INTERSECT INC MANUFACTURE (AA 300-3R SERIES

MODEL AA 3003R - 458 - 6M - 3S) W/200AMP/2POLE,

120/240V, 1-PHASE, 3WIRE, 42KAIC W/30 POSITIONS

PROVIDED BY VERIZON WIRELESS.

6

NEW (2) 3" CONDUIT BY GC AND

CONDUCTORS BY PG&E (± 45 FT)

NEW 17"x30" HAND HOLE



Ruslan Bratan <rbratan@amadorgov.org>

CDFW Comments on Application Referral for Use Permit Application - UP-19; 9-4
Boyd, Ian@Wildlife <Ian.Boyd@wildlife.ca.gov> Thu, Oct 10, 2019 at 4:44 PM
To: Ruslan Bratan <rbratan@amadorgov.org>
Cc: Wildlife R2 CEQA <R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov>

Hi Ruslan,

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Application Referral for Use Permit to install a 65-foot monopine design
wireless communication tower (Project) . The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has the following
comments that may help to guide the environmental impact analysis when developing your anticipated Mitigated Negative
Declaration (MND).

 

CDFW is responding as a Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources, which holds those resources in trust by statute
for all the people of the state. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA
Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).) CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those
species. (Id., § 1802.)  Similarly for purposes of CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological
expertise during public agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that
have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

 

CDFW has identified several potential impacts relating to nesting and migrating birds, insect pollinators, and bats. CDFW
recommends that the MND discuss the following potential impacts:

 

Electromagnetic Radiation: The MND should analyze the potential effects of electromagnetic radiation emitted
from the Project on wildlife species including, but not limited to birds, insect pollinators, and bats. There may be a
potential for the radiation to affect breeding, nesting, navigation, and roosting within the vicinity of the Project.
Wildlife Collisions: CDFW recommends that the MND include a discussion on the height  and design of the
communication tower. Towers that are shorter in design (equivalent to the height of nearby trees), unlighted, and
un-guyed may reduce the potential for bird and bat collisions.
Nesting Bird Surveys: The project plans show the proposed installation of the monopine cellular tower, gravel
access road, utility installation to existing power pole, and ancillary equipment. CDFW recommends that if any
construction work associated with the project is to occur during the nesting bird season (February 1 to August 31),
nesting bird surveys should be performed to reduce potential impacts to nesting birds to a less than significant
level. Additional mitigation measures should be proposed in the anticipated IS/MND if nesting birds are detected
during surveys including buffers for non-disturbance.
Hazardous material: CDFW recommends including best management practices to contain hazardous materials
(e.g. diesel fuel) that may be used to operate the generator and ancillary equipment. It is recommended that
hazardous materials used in the construction, maintenance, and operation of the Project, should be stored in a
contained area, located away from drainage courses where the material would not pass into waters of the state.

 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Request for Use Permit, and requests that the Amador County
consider CDFW’s comments when developing the potential Mitigated Negative Declaration. If you have any questions
pertaining to these comments, please contact me at (916) 358-1134 or ian.boyd@wildlife.ca.gov.

 

Thank you,

 

mailto:ian.boyd@wildlife.ca.gov


Ian Boyd

Environmental Scientist

Habitat Conservation Program

North Central Region (Region 2)

1701 Nimbus Rd., Suite A

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

P: 916-358-1134

ian.boyd@wildlife.ca.gov

 

 

From: Ruslan Bratan <rbratan@amadorgov.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 9, 2019 4:48 PM
Subject: TAC Project Referral - UP-19;9-4 SAC Wireless - Wireless Service Facility

 

Greetings,

 

Please see attached for the Use Permit Application for UP-19; 9-4 for a proposed monopine design wireless service
facility, scheduled to be reviewed for completion on October 23, 2019 by the Technical Advisory Committee, in
Conference Room A at 3:00 p.m. at 810 Court St. Jackson, CA 95642. 

 

--

Ruslan Bratan

Planner | Amador County Planning Department

810 Court Street, Jackson, CA 95642

rbratan@amadorgov.org | (209) 223-6332 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1701+Nimbus+Rd.,+Suite+A+%0D%0A+Rancho+Cordova,+CA+95670?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1701+Nimbus+Rd.,+Suite+A+%0D%0A+Rancho+Cordova,+CA+95670?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:ian.boyd@wildlife.ca.gov
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/
mailto:rbratan@amadorgov.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/810+Court+St.+Jackson,+CA+95642?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/810+Court+Street,+Jackson,+CA+95642?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:rbratan@amadorgov.org
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