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APPLICATION REFERRAL 

 

TO: 

 Amador Air District 

 Building Department  

 County Counsel  

 Environmental Health Department 

 Surveying Department  

 Transportation and Public Works 

Department 

 Waste Management Department 

 Sheriff’s Office 

 Amador Fire Protection District 

 Amador County Transportation 

Commission 

 Amador Transit 

 Amador Water Agency 

 Cal Fire 

 CHP 

 Caltrans, District 10 

 CDFW, Region 2 

 Amador LAFCO    

 Shingle Springs Band of Miwok 

Indians** 

 Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk 

Indians** 

 Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-

Wuk Indians** 

 Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwuk 

Indians** 

 United Auburn Indian Community of 

the Auburn Rancheria** 

          Nashville Enterprise Miwok- Maidu- 

          Nishinam Tribe** 

          Washoe Tribe of Nevada and                 

          California** 

          Ione Band of Miwok Indians** 

          Buena Vista Band of Me-Wuk        

          Indians** 

US Forest Service 

Volcano Communications

 

DATE:  December 3, 2020 

FROM:  Chuck Beatty, Planning Department 
PROJECT: Requests for: 
  

1) A Zone Change from the R1-A, Single Family Residential and Agricultural District, to the 
PD, Planned Development District for APN 026-060-018 (application #ZC-20;10-1); and  
 

2) A Use Permit for an event venue and vacation rental for APN 026-060-018 (application 
#UP-20;10-2). 

   
  Owner/Applicant: Thomas and Barbara Jean Hoover  
  Supervisorial District: 3 

 Location: 43300 Highway 88, Kirkwood. Highway 88 encroachment is located 1.5 miles west 
of Mormon Emigrant Trail; the specific project site is approximately two miles east of Highway 
88 via private access easement. 

 

REVIEW: As part of the preliminary review process, this project is being referred to State, Tribal, and 

local agencies for their review and comment.  The Amador County Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) will review the application for completeness during its regular meeting on 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. in the Board Chambers at the County 

Administration Building, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California as well as via teleconference. 

 

 **In accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, this notice constitutes 

formal notification to those tribes requesting project notification.  This notification begins 

the 30-day time period in which California Native American tribes have to request 

consultation. 







































Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>

20201112 ACTAC Information re. Hoover's Hideout 

John Munn <jrmunn@sbcglobal.net> Mon, Nov 9, 2020 at 4:32 PM
To: planning@amadorgov.org

Please forward the attached letter to members of the Amador County Technical Advisory Committee for their information
prior to the Nov. 12, 2020, ACTAC meeting discussion of agenda item #2 regarding Hoover’s Hideout.  I have also
attached a duplicate of the letter from DFW that includes the original location and site photographs.  The crossing looks
nice in the summertime, but doesn’t come close to meeting requirements for passing the 100 year flow, allowing passage
of aquatic organisms, or other concerns as described in DFW’s letter.

 

John Munn

2 attachments

20201108 ACTAC Ltr.pdf 
266K

20200720 DFW to Hoover-NOV Final.pdf 
2385K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=13bfa24a5a&view=att&th=175af93b1db178c5&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=13bfa24a5a&view=att&th=175af93b1db178c5&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw












State of California – Natural Resources Agency  GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE    CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director  

North Central Region 
1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-4599 
916-358-2900 
www.wildlife.ca.gov 

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870 

 
July 20, 2020 
 
Thomas Hoover 
135 Schober Avenue 
Jackson, CA 95642 

Subject: Notice of Violation of Fish and Game Code Section 1602 and 5650 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

On June 18, 2020, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) Wildlife 
Officer Kaitlin Blagg and Environmental Scientists Ian Boyd and Ian Ralston, visited the 
property at 43300 Highway 88, Amador County, CA 95646 (APN 026-060-013-000) 
(Attachment A). During the site visit, they observed that a series of five (5) high density 
polyethylene (HDPE) culverts and one (1) corrugated metal pipe (CMP) culvert were 
installed, within an unnamed stream, and secured in place with a substantial amount of 
concrete and crushed gravel (located at latitude 38.60995, longitude -120.21653). 
Additional observations included road widening around the crossing and deposition of 
sediment, rocks, and boulders just upstream of the crossing on each bank of the creek 
(Attachment B). The Department cannot locate a notification for this activity in its 
records and has determined that the work described was completed in violation of Fish 
and Game Code section 1602 and 5650. 

Fish and Game Code section 1602 requires a person or entity to notify the Department 
before: 1) substantially diverting or obstructing the natural flow of a river, stream, or 
lake; 2) substantially changing the bed, channel, or bank of a river, stream, or lake; 3) 
using any material from the bed, channel, or bank of a river, stream, or lake; and/or 4) 
depositing or disposing of debris, waste, material containing crumbled, flaked, or ground 
pavement where it may pass into a river, stream, or lake. 

Fish and Game Code 5650(a)(6) prohibits the placement of any substance or material 
in, permit to pass into, or where it can enter waters of the state that is deleterious to fish, 
plant life, mammals, or bird life. 

In this case, the Department has determined that notification was required because the 
activities substantially obstructed the natural flow of stream, substantially changed the 
bed, channel, and bank of a stream, and deposited material that is deleterious to fish 
where it may pass into a stream. In order to address this violation, you will need to 
immediately stop all work associated with this crossing if you have not done so already; 
complete a Lake or Streambed Alteration Notification package; and submit the complete 
package, notification fee, and a copy of this notice to Ian Boyd, Environmental Scientist 
to the above address within 35 days after the date of this letter. The notification package 
should describe the work that has already been done as well as the work necessary to 
return the stream to the state it was in prior to the crossing being constructed, including, 
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at minimum, removing concrete, crushed gravel, earthen material, and culverts that 
were placed within the stream and disposing them in a legal manner. Meanwhile, if you 
have not already done so, you must immediately take measures to stabilize the loose 
soil adjacent to the stream to prevent erosion. This could include installing straw wattles 
around the edges of the disturbed area and seeding the disturbed area with a locally 
native grass seed mix. 

After the Department receives the notification and fee, it will process the notification and 
issue a draft Streambed Alteration Agreement (Agreement) as described in Fish and 
Game Code sections 1602 and 1603. 

The Department is providing this notice to inform you about the requirements of Fish 
and Game Code section 1602 and the need to notify the Department before conducting 
remediation activities and any additional future activities subject to Fish and Game 
Code section 1602. You can find the Lake or Streambed Alteration Notification Form, 
the fee schedule, and the notification instructions and guidance at 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA/Notify-CDFW. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Ian Boyd, Environmental 
Scientist at (916) 932-3035 or by email at ian.boyd@wildlife.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kevin Thomas 
Regional Manager 

Attachments 
Attachment A. Location Map 
Attachment B. Photo Documentation 

ec:  Wildlife Officer Kaitlin Blagg, kaitlin.blagg@wildlife.ca.gov 
 Lieutenant Stacey Lafave, stacey.lafave@wildlife.ca.gov 
 Ian Boyd, ian.boyd@wildlife.ca.gov 
 Ian Ralston, ian.ralston@wildlife.ca.gov 
 Jennifer Garcia, jennifer.garcia@wildlife.ca.gov 

Billie Wilson, billie.wilson@wildlife.ca.gov 
 California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
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Attachment A: Location Map 
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Attachment B: Photo Documentation 

 
Photo 1. Concrete surface of constructed crossing with estimated 1,350 cubic 
feet of concrete; photo direction – east; June 18, 2020. 

 
Photo 2. Overview of the constructed crossing with three 18-inch HDPE culverts, 
two 12-inch HDPE culverts, and one 18-inch CMP culvert; photo direction – south; 
June 18, 2020. 
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Photo 3. Inlet of 18-inch diameter HDPE culvert incased in concrete and adjacent 
culverts; photo direction – south; June 18, 2020. 

 
Photo 4. Inlet of 12-inch diameter HDPE culvert incased in concrete and adjacent 
culverts; photo direction – south; June 18, 2020. 
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Photo 5. Outlet of 18-inch diameter HDPE culvert incased in concrete and 
adjacent culverts. Measured culvert is set approximately 13 inches above the 
streambed; photo direction – north; June 18, 2020. 

 
Photo 6. Inlet of 18-inch diameter CMP culvert backfilled with compacted soil and 
crushed gravel; photo direction – south; June 18, 2020. 
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Photo 7. Inlet of 18-inch diameter CMP culvert and loose soils and rocks placed on 
the left bank of the stream; photo direction – northwest; June 18, 2020. 

 
Photo 8. Loose boulders and rocks placed on the right bank of the stream; photo 
direction – southeast; June 18, 2020. 
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Chuck Beatty <cbeatty@amadorgov.org>

Hide Out FD Comments
1 message

Patrick Chew <pchew@amadorgov.org> Thu, Nov 12, 2020 at 2:07 PM
To: Chuck Beatty <CBeatty@amadorgov.org>

Chuck, the following below are some of the big-ticket items that the applicant will need to 
address. I would be more than happy to meet with them, go over the items, and provide some 
directions and interpretation on the fire code. These requirements below would be required in 
any other part of the Country since the code sections below are also mentioned in the 
International Fire Code

1. According to the California Fire Code, Section 503.1.1, all structures shall be within 
150 feet from a fire department access road. An access road is defined in the 
International Fire Code of at least 20 clear widths within 150 feet from structures. If this 
cannot be met, mitigation shall be required subject to the approval of the fire 
department. 

2. The required fire flow for the protection of this premise is 1,500 gallons per minute 
with 20 pounds residual water pressure in accordance with the adopted California Fire 
Code. This water supply is based on the location that the structures are of combustible 
construction and none of the buildings are protected by an automatic fire sprinkler 
system. A change in the conditions may alter the required fire flow.

3. For the minimum fire flow requirements noted above, the Fire Code also indicates 
that the duration of water supply for operational use shall be at least two hours. If a 
water source is not available at this location, other means to supply and/or store the 
volume of water shall be installed. If this cannot be met, mitigation shall be required 
subject to the approval of the fire department. 

4. In accordance with the California Fire Code, Section 903.1.2.1, all structures where the 
consumption of alcohol is in use and the determined occupancy load exceed 100 persons; 
the building shall be protected by an approved automatic fire sprinkler system subject to 
the approval of the fire department. 

5. In accordance with Section 510 of the California Fire Code, emergency responder 
radio coverage is required regardless of locations and topography.  Provide detail as to 
how emergency responders are to be contacted during an event at this location.  A 
detailed emergency and evacuation plan shall be provided. Routine training shall be 
performed and documented for review from this department.

6. This facility shall develop a fire evacuation and safety plan in accordance with Section 
404 of the California Fire Code.  According to this section of the code, a minimum of one 
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staff member identified as the Crown Control Manager shall be responsible for contacting 
the emergency responders if an incident were to occur. A detailed plan including but not 
limited to records of routine drills and training shall be kept on the premises; and made 
available upon request from this department. Frequency of evacuation drills shall be in 
accordance with Section 405 of the CFC, 2019 Edition and Title 19, Division 1.

-- 
Patrick Chew
Deputy Fire Marshal
Amador Fire Protection District 
810 Court Street
Jackson, CA 95642
Cell 209-304-2250
Office 209-223-6391
Fax 209-223-6646
www.amadorfire.org

"This communication may contain legally privileged and confidential information sent solely for the use of the intended recipient, and the 

privilege is not waived by the receipt of this communication by an unintended and unauthorized recipient. If you are not the intended recipient 

of this communication you are not authorized to use it in any manner,and must either immediately destroy it or return it to the sender. Please 

notify the sender immediately be telephone at (209) 223-6391 if you received this communication in error.”
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Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>

RE: PT 2020-0507 FW: Project Application Referral - HideOut at Kirkwood 
1 message

Ralston, Ian@Wildlife <Ian.Ralston@wildlife.ca.gov> Thu, Nov 12, 2020 at 2:52 PM
To: "cbeatty@amadorgov.org" <cbeatty@amadorgov.org>, Amador County Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>
Cc: Wildlife R2 CEQA <R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov>

Hello Mr. Beatty,

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Zone Change and Use Permit for The Hideout (Project). The
proponent Thomas Hoover proposes to bring all of his on-site activities under one discretionary permit issued by Amador
County.

 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has the following comments that may help to guide the direction
of the Project proponent.

 

CDFW is responding as a Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources, which holds those resources in trust by statute
for all the people of the state. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA
Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).) CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those
species. (Id., § 1802.)  Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological
expertise during public agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that
have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

 

CDFW may also act as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, §
15381.) The Project may be subject to CDFW’s lake and streambed alteration regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, §
1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by State
law (Fish & G. Code, § 86) of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G.
Code, § 2050 et seq.), related authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code will be required. CDFW also
administers the Native Plant Protection Act, Natural Community Conservation Program, and other provisions of the Fish
and Game Code that afford protection to California’s fish and wildlife resources.

 

CDFW has identified potential impacts relating to fish and amphibian species, as well is impacts associated with
increased vehicular traffic through the area. CDFW recommends that the Amador County Planning Department consider
the following potential impacts in its capacity as Lead Agency under CEQA:

 

1.       Please be advised that CDFW issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) to Mr. Hoover on July 20, 2020 in response to an
unauthorized cemented culvert stream crossing constructed on the easement leading to The Hideout. If the nature of the
crossing is to be made a condition of approval for the zone change and use permit, please consider that in order to
address the NOV, Mr. Hoover is required to remove the cemented culvert and return the stream to its original state as a
simple low-water crossing.

 

2.       CDFW is concerned about potential impacts to the CA state listed Sierra Nevada Yellow-legged Frog (Rana sierrae)
(SNYLF). Recent CDFW surveys have demonstrated that SNYLF are present throughout Tragedy Creek, which is located
approximately 200 meters from the southeast corner of the property. An unnamed tributary runs directly through The
Hideout and connects to Tragedy Creek less than 1 kilometer below the property. The tributary contains suitable habitat



for SNYLF, creating potential for impacts to occur if SNYLF exist on site. Please clarify if the subsequent use of The
Hideout will include additional activities that could result in potentially significant impacts to SNYLF. Please note that if
subsequent use of The Hideout could result in significant impacts to SNYLF, a CEQA analysis should be conducted prior
to the approval of the zone change and use permit. Additionally, please be advised that if a Project may have the potential
to result in "take," as defined in the Fish & G. Code, section 86, of a State-listed species, an Incidental Take Permit (ITP)
or a consistency determination (Fish & G. Code, §§ 2080.1 & 2081) may be required prior to starting Project activities.

 

CDFW recommends that the Project undergo an Initial Study (IS) under CEQA, which will include a complete
environmental assessment of the existing biological conditions within the Project area, including, but not limited to, the
type, quantity, and locations of the habitats, flora, and fauna. Maps and information regarding any survey efforts should be
included within the IS. Any surveys of the biological conditions and related environmental analysis should be completed
by qualified personnel with sufficient experience in the work performed for the Project. To identify a correct environmental
baseline, the IS should include a complete and current analysis of endangered, threatened, candidate, and locally unique
species potentially present in or near the Project area. CDFW recommends placing special emphasis on evaluating the
presence and status of sensitive habitats and any biological resources that are rare or unique to the area.

 

The IS should identify all the areas under CDFW's regulatory authority per section 1602 of the Fish & G. Code. These
areas include all perennial, intermittent, and ephemeral rivers, streams, and lakes, including ponds and drainages, in the
State, and any habitats supported by these features, such as wetlands and riparian habitats. If these habitat features are
found within the Project limits or its vicinity, the IS should identify any potential impacts to these resources. The IS should
include a delineation of lakes, streams, and associated habitat that will be temporarily and/or permanently impacted by
the proposed Project, including an estimate of impact to each habitat type. Please note that the CDFW definition of
wetlands, as well as extent of the habitat features, differ from other agencies, such the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or
the Regional Water Quality Control Board. The IS should identify the different jurisdictional areas present within the
Project limits under each agency. If it is determined that the Project would impact areas under CDFW's jurisdiction, the IS
must propose mitigation measures to avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts to these resources.

 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Project’s Application Referral, and requests that Amador County
considers CDFW’s comments as planning continues. If you have any questions pertaining to these comments, please
contact me at (916) 817-0434 or ian.ralston@wildlife.ca.gov.

 

Ian Ralston

Environmental Scientist

Habitat Conservation Planning Branch

North Central Region – Region 2

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

1701 Nimbus Road

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

(916) 817-0434

 

*As a part of a broader effort by the California Natural Resources Agency and CDFW to go paperless, CDFW will begin
accepting electronic notifications for Standard Lake and Streambed Alteration Standard Agreements through CDFW’s
new online Environmental Permit Information Management System (EPIMS), effective August 1, 2020. As CDFW
transitions to EPIMS, CDFW will continue to accept paper notifications for Standard Agreements through August 31,
2020. All notifications for Standard Agreements received on or after September 1, 2020 need to be processed through
EPIMS. For more information about EPIMS, or if you need help completing your online notification, please visit the
CDFW’s EPIMS website at: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS
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From: Amador County Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 1:01 PM 
To: Chuck Beatty <cbeatty@amadorgov.org> 
Subject: Project Application Referral - HideOut at Kirkwood

 

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra caution.

 

Please see the attached application referral for a Zone Change and Use Permit for The HideOut at
Kirkwood.

 

The application will be reviewed for completeness on Thursday, November 12, 2020 at 3:00 PM
by the Technical Advisory Committee, in the Board Chambers in the Amador County
Administration Center, located at 810 Court St., Jackson, CA 95642.  

Amador County Planning Department 
810 Court Street 
Jackson, CA 95642 
(209) 223-6380 
planning@amadorgov.org

mailto:planning@amadorgov.org
mailto:cbeatty@amadorgov.org
https://www.google.com/maps/search/810+Court+St.,+Jackson,+CA+95642.+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Amador+County?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/810+Court+Street+%0D%0AJackson,+CA+95642?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:planning@amadorgov.org
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