
JOINT POWER$ AGREEMËNT FOR FORMATION AND OPERATION OF A $GMA
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINAHILITY AGENCY IN AMADOR COUNTY

Thiç Joint Powers Agreement ("Agreement") is entered into by and among the tounty of
Amador, Arnador water Agency, and Jackson valley lrrigation nistr¡c[ each a local
agency formed under California law, who are called cdlhctively the ,,partie*,' ,nd
individually a "Party" herein.

ßH,ç.tT,AL"S

The Parties make this Agreement with reference to the following facts and circumstânces,
¿rmong others:

A' Each of the F_arties is a public agerlcy dulyorganized and operating underthe lawsof the State of California, and each ent¡ty-is empdwered under Califorñia Government
Code sections 6500 and following to enter into and exercise joint powers under this
Agreement.

B. ln 2014, the Çalifornia Legislature passed the sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (.SG|íA])to provide local agencies the authority to manage and protect
groundwater in a sustainabls manner, with limited state interventiõn permittäd only'if local
control is not exercised to protect groundwater resource$.

C. Each of the Farties overlies the Basin arrd is authorized by SGMA, and other laws
to manage the groundwater resourceÊ underlying its tenitory.

D" The Parties, by and through the¡r respÊctive governing bodíes, have determined
that it would be mutually beneficial to enter into thís Ãgreement to create a joint powers
authority for the purpo$es of establíshing a GsA to govern the portion of the Basin
urtderlying Amador County in accordance with SGMA.

+,çßçHM.HNT

NOW, THËRËÊORË, irt consíderation of the mutual promises, çovenants, and conditions
$êt forth in this Agreement, the Fartie$ agree as folÉws:

1' pef¡niliffiË' For purposes of this Agreement, the words and phrases below will have
the following meanings:

(a) 4q{qcmgnt. This Joint Powers Agreement for Ëormation and operation of â
$GMA Groundwater $ustainability Agency in Amador county.

(b) Authgrity. The Amador County Groundwater Management Authority created by
this Agreement.

(c) Fssin' The groundwater basin identified by DWR Butfetin f 18 as the Çosumnes
Suhbasin of the $an Joaquin Valley Grounãwater Basín, Basin Number 5-22.16.
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(d) Board. The Board of Direcrors of the Authority.

(e) 
-n",u[eriq.'!':1"s. The current version of Builetin 118 produced by ÞwR.

(f) DWR. The Califomia Department of Water Resources.

(g) Etfective Date, The date on which this ,{greement has been approved and
executed by all of the Parties.

(h) çSA. A groundwater sustainability agency as authorized and defined hy SGMA.

(¡) GSR. A groundwater sustainability plan as authorized and defined by SGMA.

fi) SGMA. The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014, Water Çode,
sections 10720 and following, as it rnay be amended by the Leg¡slaturÊ from time
to time.

2. "ÇreatÍon of Authorit)¡.

(a) The Amador County Groundwater Management Authority is hereby created as a
joint powers agency under the provisions of the Joint Ëxercise of päwers Act set
forth in Government Code section 6500 and following (the "Act"). The Authority
is a public entity separate from the Parties and is foimed in Amador County for
purposes of implementing $GMA, managing the Basin in accordance with SGMA,
and for such other legally-authorized purposes as the Parties may unanimously
agreê to in wríting. Fursuant to Government tode section 6509, the Amador
WaterAgency is the designated agencywith respect to the Authority's exercise of
power$,

(b) Within 30 days of the Effective Ðate of this Agreemênt, the Authority shall file a
Notice of Joint Pgwers Agreement with the California Secretary of $tate in
accordance with Government Code section 6503.5 and comply w¡tfr all other
formation requirementg under California law.

(c) As çoon after formation as practical, the Authority shall take proceedings under
SGMA to designate ítself as the GSA for the pbrtion of the Basin uñdertying
Amador County.

(d) Any Party shall have the ability to withdraw by providing sixty (60) days written
notice of its intention to withdraw. Said notice shail be givenio tnir BciarO and to
each of thê other Parties. A Party shall not be fiscally liable forthe adopted
budget provided that the Party provides written noticá within thirty (A0) åays ot
receiving the proposed budget. Any Party so withdrawing shall, however, waive,
forfeit, and relinquish any claim or right to any funds or otner property, rights, or.
interests of the Authority. ln addition, withdrawal by a Party shali noi terñrinate,
or relieve the withdrawing Party from, åny express contraciual obligation to the
Authority, another Party or any third party incurred or encumberedi¡rhile the
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withdrawing Party was a member of thç JPA. ln the event of a withdrawal, this
Agreernent shalf continue in full effect Êmong the remaining parties.

(e) The tsoard may vote to terminatê äny Farty for failure to meet its funding
obligations pursuant to the approved budget set forth in this Agreement or as
adopted by the Board from time to time. ln the event of a termination, this
Agreement shall continue in full effêct among the remaining parties"

3. Purpose of APthp-f,,¡,!Y. This Agreement provides for the creation of a pubtic entity
separate and apart from the Parties to adminiçter this Agreement for the purposes of
mutually månâging the groundwater resources withiñ the portion of the Baçin
underlying Amador County, including, without limitation, forming a GSA, preparing a
GSP, and Ímplementing SGMA as required

4. Powerg of Authqritl/, The Authority is hereby authorized, in its own namË, to do all
acts necessary for the exercise of íts authority to accomplish its purposËs under this
Agreement including, but rrot limited to, any or all of the following:

(a) To make and enter into contracts.

{b) To prepare reports, studies, models, and other documents for accomplishing its
purposës and for applying for and accepting grants, loans, and contributionsl

(c) To employ staff and to contract for services directly or indirectly related to its
purpose.s.

(d) To receive contributions and donations of property, good$, funds, $ervices, and
other forms of assistance from any $ource, including from the Partíes.

(e) To acquire and condemn property for purposes of the Authority.

(f) To sue and be sued in its own name,

(g) To incur debts, liabilities, or obligations, subject to the timitationç sêt forth herein.

(h) Perforrn all acts necÊsÊäry for purposes of $GMA implementation, Basin
manågsment, and JFA administration consistent with this Agreement.

(i) ln accordance with paragraph 2(d) of this Agreemënt, the Authority's powers
shall be exercised subject only to the restrictions upon the mannei of'exercising
such powers as are imposed upon the Amador Water Agency in the exercise oî
its powers.

ü) Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Authority shall have any additional powers
conferred under the Act, irrsofar as such additional pCIwer$ may be neoes$ary or
desirable to accomplish the purposes of the Authority â$ sÊt forth herein.
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5. lJfiF-çf Pubtic Ëunds and lnsul:ance.

(a) Ïhe Authority is authorized to use, for its purposes, public funds, property, and
other resources received from the Parties or any other sources. Where
applicable, the Authority's Board may permit one or more of the partieg to provide
in-kind service$, including the use of property and staff memþers.

(b) The Authority shall obtain insurance to cover the ascets and opërätions of the
Authority, including, þut not limíted to, general liability and officers and directors
liability coverage$.

6. Governgnce.

(a) Ëach Party shall each appoint a member of its governing body and its executive
officer to serve on the Authority's Board. Each Par.ty abd shall appoint an
alternate from its governing body to $erye in the absence of its àppointed
governing body mernber. The governing body member representative, executive
officer, and alternate shall each serve at the pleasure of the appointing party and
each may be removed and replaced ât any time by the'áppointlng eä*y,s
governing body, with a replacement designated by wiitten notice to the other
parties.

(b) The Board shallfix the hour, date, and place for its regular meetings. The Board
will meet no less frequently than quarterly, unless thsÊoard decid-es otherwise.

(c) Upon ä mâiör¡ty vote of the Board, other eligible public agencies may be added
as Parties to this Agreement, and Êach such Party shall acknowledge its
ågreement with the terms hereof by executing this Agreement upon authoriiation
by resolution for such execution adopted by its goveining body.

(d) Afterthe Ëffective Date and in compliance with applicable tegatrequirements, the
Board shall consíder and adopt bylaws for the Auihority.

(e) Each Party shall havÊ one vote, which shall be cast by the Party's appointed
governing body m6rnþer, unlêss that member designates the Party'e ex'ecutive
offiçer to cast the vote.

(f) A simple majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum. A simple majority vote
of the Board shall be required for action to be taken. HowËver, any action that
requires the expenditure by the Authority of more than $10,000.00, unless
authorized by the approved budget, shallfirçt require approval from each Fartt's
goverrring board before it is effective.

(g) The Board may, in itç sole discretion, form advisory or çuch other comrnittees as
¡t deems appropriate to advise the Board or to assist in the conduct of the
Authority's busíness.
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7. Ï$flnån#Jer:minatbn; Dispqsition of Assets

(a) The Authority shall cornmence its existence on the Ëffective Date and shall
continue in existence unless terminated by the governing body of each of the
Parties then a party to this Agreement. Regardless of such termination, the
Authority a1d this .A,greement shall cont¡nue to exist for the sole purposes of
disposing of liabilities, distributirtg funds, property and other assets (such funds,
property andior other assets, collectively, the "Authority Asset$"), and all other
funçtions neces$ary to conclude the business of the Authority.

(b) Upon termination of this Agreement and after the payment of all obligations of the
Authority, any Authority Assets remaining shall be distributed to the Parties in
proportion to the contribution made by each Farty toward the funding of the
Authority, excepting from the distribution calculation those funds contributed for
projects solely benefiting the contributing Party which remaining funds, if any, shall
be returned to the contributing party. The Authority shall cea$e lo exist when tho
Authority Asssts have been distributed according to the provisions contained in
this $ection, this Agreement generalfy, and the Joint Exerciçe of Powers Act (Gov.
Code, sÊctions 65CI0 et sêq.).

8. Ad,m.ini"$1räfion and of.ficere.

(a) The officers of the Authority are the Çhair, Vice-ÇhaÍr, and Secretary. The Board
shall, at its first meeting and thereafter at its first meeting foltowing January I of
each succeeding year, elect a Chair and Vice-Chairfrom ãmong its members. Ths
Vice-Çhair shall assume the responsibilities of the Chair in the absençe of the
Chair.

(b) The Board rnåy appoint an Ëxecutive Director under whrss general supervision
and control the þusiness of the Authority shall be conducted. The Ëxecutive
Ðirector may be an employee of a PartV. The Hxecutive Director has such powers
and duties as may be prescribed by thê Board or the bylaws. The Executive
üirectofs compensation, if any, shall be determinêd by the tsoard of Directors.
The Board also may hire employees to operate the Authority orobtain the services
of one or more Party's employeês for such purposes, and, the Board or if
employed, the Executive Ðirector, may direct such staff and delegate such duties
to them in accordance with applicable law, Board resolutionç and policies, and the
bylaws.

(c) The Agency may ¿¡ppoint general legal counsel, who shall serve at the pleasure
of the Board by a vote of the Board,

(d) The Board shall appoint a Secretary, Auditor, and Treasurer.

(e) The $ecretary shafl: (i) keep or cause to be kept, at the principål oxecutive officë
çr such other place as the Board may direct, a book of rninutes of all meetings of
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aotions of the Board and any standing committees of the AuthorÍty, including
stating the type of meeting, when and where held, the notice given, the names oÌ
those present, and a summåry of the proceedings of such meètings; and (Íi) give,
or cause to be given, noticê of all meetings of the Board and any commiitees of
the Authority required by law or the bylaws to be given. The Board also may
prescribe other powËrs and duties to be performed by the Secretary from time to
time.

(f) The Board shall designate a qualified per$on to act as the Treasurer of the
Authority. lf the Treasurer is not an officer, the Authority may pay reasonable
compensation for the Treasurer'$ s€rvices either directly to that Èerson or by
reâsonable charge again*t the Authority for benefit of the Party providing such
services. The Treasurer shall have charge of the depositing ancl custody of all
funds held by the Authority. The Treasurer also shall perform such other duties
imposed by law, including those duties provided in Government Oode section
6505.5, and that may be prescribed by the Board or the bylaws.

FiFçfl 
1,, Y"#+I'ç qd Acco unti nq.

(a) For the purposes of this AgreemÊnt, the term "Fiscal Year" shall mean the fiscal
yeär as established from timê to time by the Authority, being, at the dâte of th¡s
Agreernent, the period from January 1 to and including the ?olbwing Þecember
31, except for the first Fiscal Year, which shall be the period from the date of this
Agreement to December 31 , Ze1T.

(b) The Board shall establish and maintain such funds arrd açcounts as may be
required by Generally Accepted Accounting Principles and hy Federal and State
$tatute, regulation and guidelines, as applicable"

(c) The Authority shall comply with the accounting and auditing requirements
contained in california Government code sections 6s05-6s0s.6.

(d) The Board will appoint one of its officers to serve as Auditor sf the Authority. The
auditor shall comply with the duties and responsibilities of the officë as set tãrtn in
subdivisions (a) to (d), inclusive, of California Government Code section 650S.S.

(e) Budgets. At least ninety (9t) days priorto the commencement of each fiscat yea¡
the Treasurer shafl prepare, for consideration by the Board for the ensuing fiscal year,
a general budget. for Authority operations and administration, incluOing cåpital
expenditures. The budget pre$entÊd to the Board for consideration shall be presented
in a two"step process providing for at least one preliminary review by the Board prior
to presentation for approval by the tsoard.

(1) Exnend,il"l¿fes- for the Apprpved Budqet. No experrditure in excess of the total
amount of expenditures budgeted in any approved budget shall be made without
the approval of the tsoard.
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Use of
P-*o-p-eflyl HLch a nse oT Serv_i ce s. I t
Board:

is hereby agreed that, subject to âpproval of the

(i) contributions from a Party's trea*ury rnay be made for any of the
purposes set forth in this Agreement; provided, hrwever, that no party shail
be reQuired by the Authority to corrtribute funds to or undertake liability on
behalf of the Authority without the corrsent of the party;

(ii) paymentË of puhlic funds of a Farty may be made to defray the cost of
any purposes of the Authority;

(iii) a Party may make advançes of pubtic funds to the Authority;

(iv) the Parties may exchange services without payment of any
consideration other than such services;

(v) personnel, equipment or property of a Party may be used in lieu of
other contributions or advances; and

(vi) the Parties rnust agree in advance upon the value to be assigned the
personnel, equipment, property or services, with respect to any such in-kind
contributions or advances.

(3) P, -arties' Cost Shares. Unless otherwise agreed to by the Jackson Valley
lffigation District, its çhare of each budget ör âny other expenditures authorized
under this Agreement shall be-limited to five percent (5%) of the approved budget
or expenditure- The Çounty of Amador arrd Amador Water Agency shall albcdte
and be reçponsible for the remaining g5% of the approved budget-or
expenditures of the Authority on a pro rata basis.

10.åçtH.llç-qfign of Lnws tq Authoritv Functions. The Authority shall comply with all
applicable laws in the conduct of its affairs, including, but not limited to,-the Joint
Exercise of Powers Act (Gov. Code sections 6500, et-seq.); the Ralph M. Ërown Act
(Gov. Code sections 54950, et $eq.); the Cåliforniå Public Records Act (Gov. Code
sections 6250, et eeq.), and conflict of interest laws and regulations (inciuding Gov.
Çode çections 1090, Ét Ëeg.; the Pol¡tical Reform Act, Gov. 

-Code 
seciione gzi00, et

seq.; and the regulatíons of the Ëair Political Fracticeç Commission concerning
disclosure and disquafification, 2 Çalifornia Code of Regulations çections 1S700, ei
$eq.).

1 1.Ady-i*o,",r"#,.ild, Ç,gnsultsnt+. The Board may retain other advisors and conçultants to
assist the Board in cafrylng out the Authbrity's purpöses.

l2,HtiYifes-eq and hmunities. All of the privileges and immuníties from liabitities,
exemptions from laws, ordinances and rules, all pension, relief, disability, workersi
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Çampen$âtion, and othêr benefits that may apply to the activíties of officers, agênt$ or
employees of public agencies when performing their respective functions within their
respective territorial lirnits, shall apply to them to the same degree and extent while
engaged as Parties of the Authority or otherwise as an officer, director, or other
representative of the Authority or while engaged in the performance of arry of their
functions or duties under the provisions of this Agreement.

13.Liqþ_ility.

(a) The debts, liabilíties, and obligations of the Authority shall be the debts, liabilities,
or obligations of the Authority älone, and not any of the Parties of this Agreement.
The Farties do not intend hereby to be obligated either jointly or severally for the
debts, liabilities or obligations of the Agency, except as may be specifically
provided for in tâlifÕrniâ Government Code Section 895.2 as amended or
supplemented.

(b) Ïhe Authority, and those person$, agenc¡es, and instrurnentâlities used by it to
perform the functions authorized herein, whether by contract orothen¡rise, shall be
exclusively liable for any and all injuries, costs, claims, liabilities, damages of
whatever kind to any person arising from or related to activities of the Authority.

(c) To the fullest exterìt permitted by law, the Authority shall hold harmless ând
indemnify the Parties, ånd êäch of them, including their officers, employeös, änd
agerrts from any claim or liability arising from acts or omissions of the Authority in
pursuit of this Agreement, and Ín so doing, shall provide Farties, and each of them,
with legal defense of any and all claims or liabilitie$ and shall pay rêäsonäble
ättorney's fees and costs incurred in provîding such defense. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, the sole negligence, gros$ negligence, or intentionål âots of any party
is exempted from this Section 13.

(d) Funds of the Authority may be used to defend, indemnify, and hold harmleçs the
Authority, each Party, and any officers, agents, and employees, for their actioñ$
tf,ken within the scope of their duties while acting on behalf of the Authority.

14.Enüre-Aqreement. lt is understood and agreed that the entire bargä¡n between the
Parties is contained hereín and that this Agreemênt supersedes all oral agreements
and negotiations between the Partieç relsting to the subject rnättêr hereof. All items
and exhibits referred to in this Agreement are íncorporated or attached and are
deemed to be pårt of this Agreement,

1S. $evcfghiJiÍy. Should arry part, têrm, or provision of this Agreement be determined by
a court to be illegal or in conflict with any law of the $tate of Çalifornia or othen¡vise be
rendered unenforceable or invalid, the validity qf the remaining portions or provisions
of the Agreement shafl not be affected thereby, and shafl be vàlid and enforceable to
the fullest extent permitted by law and shall be írrterpreted and construed consistent
with the intent of the Agreement.
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16.Amend,mpnt. ThÞ Agreement may be modified at any time by written amendment
executed by the Parties.

17. 
FffçC"t*¿p- Fate. The effective date ("Effective Date") of this Agreement shall be the
flrst day of the month following the date on which the last of the Þarties adopt and sign
this Agreement.

18.Sqcce"sso-rs. ThÍs Agreernerrt shall be binding upon and çhall inure to the benefit of
the successorg of the Parlies hereto. Ëxcept to the extent expressly provided herein,
no Party may assígn any right or obligation hereunder without the consent of the other
Parties.

19. Cpu$t${pgrts. This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts, each of
which shall be an original and all of which shall constitute one ánd the same
instrument.

?0' H-eadinqg. The section headings herein are for convenience only and are not to be
construed as modifying or governing the language in the section io which referred.

21'Ëp-nselt: 9ll9i#fi of Law: Venue. Wherever in this Agreement any consent or approval
is requíred, the sarne shall not be unreasonably withheld. This Ágreement is made in
accordance with California law and is to be construed thereunder. Venue for lítigation
related to this Agreement shall be in the Superior Çourt of Arnador County.

22' f\¡oticËq, Arty notice, demand, invoice or other çommunícation reguired or permitted
!o be given under this Agreement must be in writing and delivered eúher: (a) in person,
(b) þv prepaid, fírst class U.$. mail, (c) by facsimile transmission orerna¡l'øtfr åetivery
to the other Paily confirmed by a successful-delivery confirmation receipt, or (d) by å
nationally-recognized commercial overnight courier service that guaraniees n'en cíay
delivery and provides a receipt. Such notices shall þe addressedls follows:

lf to Amador County:

Attn:
e)E_

le: I
Ëmail: u, o*J
lf to Amador Water Agency:

Attn:

Õ
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lf to Affiador Water Agency;

Attn;

þä le:
Email:

_6àtt(f.
b,t[+fu.A:<1r.7

lf to Jackson Valley lrrigation District:

Attn;

D
F acs i m i le : ( 20 g 

) ?,f{_-Sf*äÉ
Ë m a i I : _&v_*S"¿xì*å*p.r,,i,S*"._

Not¡cë given as above wiff be deemed given {a) when delivered in porson, (b)
thtee days after deposited in prepaid, first class u.s. mail, (c) upon receipt of tire
facsimile mâchíne or email successful-delivory confirmation, or (d) on the date of
delivery as shown on the overnight' couriËr seruiÊe reöeipt. Any party may
change ite contact information by notifying the other Parties of the ð¡ange in thå
mânner provided åbÖvê.

lN WITNËSS WHËITËOF, the Pårtie$ håve exêcl;ted thí$ Agreerrrent as of the Effective
Date sct forth herein.

OÖUNTY OF AMADOR

ßy:

llatod: :,¿ /t¿, /ta

ATl'E$"t":
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A

AMAÞOR WATER AGIîNCY

By:

Ðated:

JÂCKSON VALLEY IRRIËATION FISTRICT:

ßy:

Dated: F Lo t1

ATÏEST:
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EXHIBIT A

lUlap of the tsoundaries of the Agreement
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