
Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>

Proposed Expansion of La Mesa Vineyards 
2 messages

ANDREA MACON <andreajmemail@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 29, 2021 at 9:25 AM
To: planning@amadorgov.org

Good morning, 

Please consider the comments below while considering the proposed expansion of La Mesa Vineyards.  

La Mesa's website states:

" Côme Laguë never intended to buy a vineyard, let alone make wine and develop what would become
La Mesa Vineyards. Laguë, along with his wife Charlene Li, were just looking for a getaway in Amador
County, but when the perfect property became available with a vineyard planted on it, the entrepreneurs
couldn’t resist applying their startup and tech experience to the rural Shenandoah Valley wine region.
“We just loved the area, we loved the wines,” said Laguë, who explained they would often drive through
Amador County from San Francisco couple on their way to a family camp in the Sierras."

So, by their own admission,  La Mesa's owners moved to Amador to "getaway".  And who could blame
them?  Amador is a beautiful county.  While our vineyards do lend to that beauty, our beauty is also built
on a respect for our other farming traditions, our forests, lakes, and rivers.  This balance needs to be
protected -- not only from a scenic perspective, but from an economic perspective.  If you look at the
most recent agricultural report for Amador (link included below), you can see that 4,883 acres of wine
grapes are currently planted.  Vegetables, i.e. FOOD, is barely mentioned.  While it would be nice if we
could live on wine alone, that is not our reality. 

  

https://www.amadorgov.org/home/showpublisheddocument/37719/637381772123330000 

https://www.amadorgov.org/home/showpublisheddocument/37719/637381772123330000


La Mesa Vineyards is adjacent to Abbondanza Farms, one of Amador County's most well-established, regeneratively run
FOOD farms.  In addition to producing organic food for our county, Daniel hosts ongoing classes for Amador's youth to
introduce them to agriculture and regenerative farming processes.  Both of these actions are imperative to the agricultural
balance of our county and need to be protected.  Part of that protection is limiting the expansion of La Mesa Vineyards to
retain both the environmental and social health of Abbondanza.  

At what point will Amador recognize the need to increase its actual food production vs. its wine production?  
At what point will feeding our community become as important as the expansion of tourism and the production of
alcohol? 
At what point will agricultural education, beyond wine, be recognized as imperative knowledge to pass down to our
children?

Perhaps this is that point. 

Thank you. 

--  
Andrea Macon
209-207-8955 (Text or Phone)
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Received, thank you.
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