
AGENDA 
TRI-COUNTY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Friday, November 12, 2021 
10:00 A.M. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/97829904437?pwd=cmpBb21VbWg0VlBVdjZra0RQdzBWZz09 

Dial by phone: 669 900 9128 
Meeting ID: 978 2990 4437 

Passcode: 925748 
For further information on any of the agenda items, please contact El Dorado County Planning and 
Building Department at (530) 573-7905. Off-agenda items must be approved by the Tri-County Technical 
Advisory Committee pursuant to Section 5496.5 of the Government Code.  
 

A. Call to Order  
B. Approve Agenda  
C. Correspondence  
D. Minutes:  October 8, 2021 and February 14, 2020 
E. Public Matters: Informational items and persons wishing to address the Committee regarding 
non-agenda items 
F. Agenda Items:  

 
ITEM 1: Review and possible approval of Mitigation 4.2v (COA 50): Conduct street sweeping twice a 
year - spring street sweeping was conducted on May 31 – June 2, 2021 - and request to waive 
second street sweeping due to a delayed scheduling due to the Caldor Fire evacuation and fire crews 
using Kirkwood as an operations base; Applicant: Kirkwood Mountain Resort.  

ITEM 2: Review and possible approval of a hazard tree removal permit; 540 Olympic Court, 
Kirkwood, CA; APN 026-290-003; Applicant: Flynn.  

ITEM 3: Review and possible approval of a hazard tree removal permit; 34101 Yarrow Place, 
Kirkwood, CA; APN 026-181-012; Applicant: Hoffman.  

ITEM 4: Review and possible approval of a hazard tree removal permit; 540 Olympic Court, 
Kirkwood, CA; APN 026-290-003; Applicant: Flynn.  

ITEM 5: Review and possible approval of a hazard tree removal permit; 895 Columbine Circle, 
Kirkwood, CA; APN 006-015-001; Applicant: Chanin.  

ITEM 6: Review and possible approval of a hazard tree removal permit; 885 Columbine Circle, 
Kirkwood, CA; APN 006-015-002; Applicant: Caldwell.  

https://zoom.us/j/97829904437?pwd=cmpBb21VbWg0VlBVdjZra0RQdzBWZz09


ITEM 7: Review and possible approval of a hazard tree removal permit; Timber Ridge 
Condominiums, Kirkwood, CA; Applicant: Hutchinson.  

ITEM 8: Information and discussion on Kirkwood becoming a Firewise Community. 

G. Adjourn 



MINUTES 
TRI-COUNTY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Friday, October 8, 2021 
10:00 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

Meeting link:    https://zoom.us/j/94171617000 
Meeting ID:    941 7161 7000 
Call in phone number: +1 669 900 9128 

A. Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order by Brendan Ferry at 10:04 am. Members present were: 
El Dorado County, Brendan Ferry; Alpine County, Larry Shoemaker; Amador County, 
Chuck Beatty. 

B. Approval of Agenda: 
On a motion by Chuck Beatty and second by Larry Shoemaker the agenda was 
approved as published. 
Roll call vote: Brendan Ferry: Aye; Larry Shoemaker: Aye; Chuck Beatty: Aye. 

C. Correspondence: None. 
D. Minutes:  August 13, 2021 

On a motion by Chuck Beatty and a second by Larry Shoemaker, the minutes from 
August 13, 2021 were approved.   
Roll call vote: Brendan Ferry: Aye; Chuck Beatty: Aye; Larry Shoemaker: Aye. 

E. Public Matters not on the Agenda:  None. 
F. Agenda Items: 

 
ITEM 1: Review and possible approval of a hazard tree removal permit; 279 Larkspur 
Lane, Kirkwood, CA; Applicant: Browner. 
 
Brendan Ferry introduced the item, and after the discussion, Tri-TAC members agreed 
that the project was approvable as presented.    

On a motion by Brendan Ferry and a second by Chuck Beatty, the Committee 
recommended approval of the project.  
 
Roll call vote: Brendan Ferry: Aye; Larry Shoemaker: Aye; Chuck Beatty: Aye. 
 
ITEM 2: Review and possible approval of a hazard tree removal permit; 347 Larkspur 
Lane, Kirkwood, CA; Applicant: Goldberg. 
 
Brendan Ferry introduced the item and after the discussion, Tri-TAC members agreed 
that the project was approvable as presented.    

https://zoom.us/j/94171617000


On a motion by Larry Shoemaker and a second by Chuck Beatty, the Committee 
recommended approval of the project.  
 
Roll call vote: Brendan Ferry: Aye; Larry Shoemaker: Aye; Chuck Beatty: Aye. 

 
 G. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 10:09. The next regularly scheduled 

meeting is November 12, 2021, at 10:00 am. 
 



MINUTES 
TRI-COUNTY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Friday, February 14, 2020 
10:00 A.M. 

 

A. Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order by Zach Wood at 10:10 am. Members present were: 
Alpine County, Zach Wood; Amador County, Chuck Beatty; El Dorado County, Brendan 
Ferry. 

B. Approval of Agenda: 
On a motion by Chuck Beatty and second by Brenden Ferry, the agenda was 
unanimously approved as published. 

C. Correspondence: None. 
D. Minutes:  December 12, 2019  

On a motion by Brendan Ferry and a second by Chuck Beatty, the minutes from 
December 12, 2019 were approved 2-0-1 (Wood abstained). 

E. Public Matters not on the Agenda:   
Sandy Sloan asked if the US Forest Service was considering allowing motorized 
vehicles in the cross-county skiing area north of Highway 88. Brendan Ferry agreed to 
relay any information to the TC-TAC is the USFS published it. 

F. Agenda Items: 
 
ITEM 1: Discussion of the Kirkwood Tree Ordinance and possible direction related 
to interpretation of Public Resources Code 4291 Defensible Space requirements  
 
Zach Wood introduced the item and discussed the recent issue of tree removal permits 
being required for Cal Fire defensible space compliance rather than the typical 
dead/dying/diseased tree permits. He noted that TC-TAC was looking for clarity 
regarding the conflict and overlap between Public Resources Code 44291 and the 
Kirkwood Tree Ordinance. 
 
Tom Tinsley, Unit Forester and Pre-Fire Management Division Chief for Cal Fire’s 
Amador-Eldorado Unit, stated that last fall, Cal Fire completed 234 defensible space 
inspections in Kirkwood and noted that there were several homes with violations. The 
most popular violations were excessive vegetation close the building foundations and a 
lack of flame-retardant covers on firewood. 
 
He added that he believes the Public Resources Code and the Kirkwood Tree Ordinance 
are compatible. There are no tree removal permits required by Cal Fire for defensible 
space compliance unless the property owner commercializes the timber. 
 



Nathan Bartley, Cal Fire Battalion Chief, commended the Kirkwood community for 
removal of ladder fuels in response to the defensible space notices, and suggested the 
community adopt a Wildfire Prevention and become a Firewise Community. 
 
He added that the primary purpose of the defensible space inspections is to educate the 
public and encourage home owners to use best practices for fire prevention to avoid 
having to assess penalties.  Cal Fire is not assessing fines for excess tree canopy due to 
the high cost of tree removal, and adopting a Wildfire Prevention Plan would be a good 
way to get grants to pay for canopy thinning. 
 
KMPUD General Manager Erik Christeson stated that Kirkwood has a Wildfire 
Prevention Plan, participates in Amador and Alpine Counties’ Hazard Mitigation Plans, 
and has a Wildfire Prevention Plan for the overhead power line. 
 
Eric Richert discussed a situation in East Meadows where a home owner wanted to 
remove three large trees to open the view to the Kirkwood Meadow. The East Meadows 
HOA denied the request. But, if the home owner were claiming the tree removal was for 
defensible space, there may be no way to deny the request. 
 
Chuck Beatty noted that a strict application of the Kirkwood Tree Ordinance would 
require the home owner to get the removal approved by TC-TAC, but the Committee 
may not have authority to deny a defensible space requirement. Zach Wood added that 
the same would apply to sapling removal to promote forest health. 
 
Tom Tinsley noted that Kirkwood was not a High or Very-High Fire Hazard Severity 
Zone. The spacing of tree canopy and valley topography places Kirkwood in the 
Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone. 
 
Steve Cannon, RPF, stated that he has participated in preparing many tree removal 
permits for dead, dying, diseased, and hazardous trees. There is conflict when the Cal 
Fire defensible space notice implies that the property owner can be taken to court for 
failure to remove trees and the Kirkwood Tree Ordinance states that failure to get 
permits for any tree removal is also subject to a fine. Property owners need clarification 
as to how much latitude is available in order to comply with both rules. 
 
Zach Wood stated that he would like to see TC-TAC get away from formalizing 
defensible space tree removal because it adds an unnecessary administrative process 
to comply with the State directive. 
 
Erik Christeson asked who would initiate revisions to the Kirkwood Tree Ordinance. 
 
Brendan Ferry stated that since the local ordinance can’t supersede State law, we could 
add a clause that states that tree removal per Public resources code 4291 is exempt 
from the ordinance. Forest health thinning could be treated separately. 



 
Erik Christeson suggested the revision also allow people to clear small trees near their 
homes. 
 
Eric Richert asked how the amendment would apply to his original question about home 
owners who claim tree removal is for defensible space when it is really for expanding 
their view. Someone has to verify the defensible space claim. 
 
Tom Tinsley suggested that the ordinance state that any exempt tree removal per PRC 
4291 has to be verified by forest professional or Defensible Space Inspector and 
documented on the LE-100-A form. 
 
Sandy Sloan suggested that if the Kirkwood Tree Ordinance is revised, it should exempt 
documented PRC 4291 tree removal, and those requests could be submitted to the TC-
TAC Chair for approval it the request it legitimate. If the request isn’t legitimate, it should 
be put on the TC-TAC agenda for discussion. 
 
Zach Wood stated that the ordinance amendment wouldn’t be a high priority due to the 
complexity of the process involved. For the meantime, we should agree that PRC 4291 
tree removal is exempt from the tree ordinance to avoid an administrative burden on 
home owners, professional foresters, and tree trimmers. 
 
 
ITEM 2: Update on Kirkwood Station pre-application to be considered by the El 
Dorado County Board of Supervisors, February 25, 2:00pm. 
 
Brendan Ferry introduced the item and stated that the El Dorado County Board of 
Supervisors would be holding a pre-application hearing on the Kirkwood Station project 
on February 25 at 2pm in Placerville, and encouraged interested parties to attend. He 
added that the project application materials and staff report are on the County’s website 
and no decision would be made at the hearing. 
 
Sandy Sloan asked if an EIR would be required for the project.  

 
 G. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 pm. The next regular meeting is 

scheduled for March 13, 2020, at 10:00 am. 
 



 

 
 
 
November 1, 2021 
 
 
Chuck Beatty, Amador County 
Brendan Ferry, El Dorado County 
Candace Stowe, Alpine County 
 
Subject: Mitigation Measure 4.2v (COA 50)  
 
Dear TC-TAC Committee, 
 
Per our Mitigation Measures, 4.2 v(COA 50): Conduct street sweeping twice a year, 
Kirkwood Mountain Resort is responsible for biannual street sweeping. Spring street 
sweeping was conducted on May 31 – June 2, 2021, pictures and invoice are attached.   
 
We would like to request a waiver for the second street sweeping due to a delayed 
scheduling due to the Caldor Fire evacuation and fire crews using Kirkwood as an 
operations base.  Once the fire concern was lifted, sweeping was scheduled in for two 
days in October but had to be cancelled both times due to snow and freezing 
temperatures.  We are also limited by the paving we have scheduled and KMPUD’s 
removal of hydrant meters no later than Nov 1st.  
 
Please contact me should you need additional information or have any questions. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Caroline Miller 
Director of Mountain Operations 
Kirkwood Mountain Resort 
P.O. Box 1 
Kirkwood, CA 95646 
(209) 258-7232 
CMiller8@vailresorts.com  
 



 
 
 
 
June 1, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
June 2, 2021 
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