
AGENDA 
AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2023 
2:00 PM 

CAC-1-Board Chambers, County Administration Center, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a person with a disability and you need 
a disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the 
Planning Department at (209) 223 6380.  Requests must be made as early as possible and at least one 
full business day before the start of the meeting.  
 

A. Call to Order 
B. Minutes: November 21, 2022 
C. Correspondence 
D. Public matters and persons wishing to address the Committee regarding non-agenda items 
E. AGENDA ITEMS: 

 
ITEM 1:  Review and possible approval, pursuant to Amador County Code Section 7.36.180 – 

Surface Mining, of an administrative minor amendment to Reclamation Plan RP-77-6 to 
bifurcate 183.86+/- acres acquired by Special Granules Ione (“SGI”) from ARA Edwin 
Clays, LLC (“Edwin”).  The bifurcation will facilitate the transfer of financial responsibility 
for reclamation of the affected acreage from Edwin to SGI and the issuance of a 
separate Mine ID Number for the portion acquired by SGI.   

 
Owner and Operator:  Special Granules Ione   
Supervisorial District: 2  
Location:  2701 Michigan Bar Road, Ione, CA (APN: 005-060-014) 

THE COMMITTEE MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTING ITS MEETING VIA TELECONFERENCE AND IN-PERSON 
AT 810 COURT STREET. THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE REMOTELY BY CALLING IN USING ANY OF THE 

FOLLOWING NUMBERS:  +1 669 900 6833 US; +1 346 248 7799 US; +1 301 715 8592 US; +1 312 626 6799 
US; +1 929 205 6099 US; +1 253 215 8782 US Meeting ID: 537 512 8983 

YOU MAY ALSO VIEW AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING USING THIS LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5375128983 

ZOOM SUPPORT: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206175806 

The Chairperson will invite the public to comment in person and via phone/online. Public comment will 
also be accepted by email at planning@amadorgov.org and will be included in the record. Emails 
received after publication of the agenda will be distributed at the Committee meeting and shall be 
subject to the same rules as would otherwise govern speaker comments.  Meeting materials are available 
for public review at the Planning Department, 810 Court St., Jackson, CA, 95642 and at 
www.amadorgov.org under the Calendar section.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5375128983
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206175806
mailto:planning@amadorgov.org
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AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 21, 2022 

Committee Members Present: Supervisor Forster, Supervisor Oneto 

Staff Present:  Chuck Beatty, Planning Director 
Ruslan Bratan, Planner 

Others Present:   

Meeting called to order by Chairman Forster at 10:30 a.m. 

Agenda: Approved 

Minutes: Approved  

Correspondence:  None 

Public Matters Not on the Agenda:  None 

ITEM 1. Review and possible approval, pursuant to Amador County Code Section 7.36.180 – 
Surface Mining, of an administrative minor amendment to Reclamation Plan RP-
77-6 (“Edwin Mine” portion) to facilitate the removal of +/- 7,500 acres from the
Reclamation Plan necessitated by the sale of the acreage. Per County Code Section
7.36.180, minor amendments recommended by the Agriculture & Natural Resources
Committee are placed on the Board of Supervisors’ consent agenda for approval.

Operator:  ARA Edwin Clays, LLC 
Owner:  Dry Creek Lands, LLC  
Supervisorial District: 2 
Location:  Affecting +/- 7,500 acres between the City of Ione and Sacramento County, 
south of Highway 104, and north of Cook Road. 

Chair Forster introduced the item. 

Mr. Beatty shared history and that this is the third reclamation plan amendment for this mine where 
properties will be removed from the reclamation plan. He added that there is one mine site, the Volcanic 
Ash Pit, in the area that is owned by Jackson Rancheria and is pre-SMARA disturbance. He stared that 
the request meets the requirements of the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act. 

Chair Forster asked if any public comment has been received. 

Mr. Beatty responded that none has been received. 

Supervisor Oneto commented that the amendment is not changing any of the uses that are happening there 
or are going to happen. 
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Mr. Beatty said there are no changes in the end uses. 

Chair Forster stated that this is basically a cleanup of the property to reflect the boundary lines and the 
ownership. 

Supervisor Oneto said he has no problem with it and it is pretty minimal. 

Chair Forster asked if there is any public comment. There was none. 

The Committee approved the staff recommendations and findings and asked that is be moved onto to the 
Board of Supervisors consent agenda. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:36 a.m. 



STAFF REPORT TO: AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
FOR MEETING OF: FEBRUARY 8, 2023 

ITEM: Review and possible approval, pursuant to Amador County Code Section 7.36.180 – Surface 
Mining, of an administrative minor amendment to Reclamation Plan RP-77-6 to bifurcate 183.86+/- 
acres acquired by Special Granules Ione (“SGI”) from ARA Edwin Clays, LLC (“Edwin”).  The bifurcation 
will facilitate the transfer of financial responsibility for reclamation of the affected acreage from Edwin 
to SGI and the issuance of a separate Mine ID Number for the portion acquired by SGI.  

Owner and Operator:  Special Granules Ione  
Supervisorial District: 2 
Location:  2701 Michigan Bar Road, Ione, CA (APN: 005-060-014) 

Background: This item is a request for an administrative action to further bifurcate Reclamation Plan 
#RP-77-6 to reflect the acquisition of acreage purchased by SGI from Edwin.  This action will facilitate 
the transfer of financial responsibility for reclamation of the Bacon Pit and the East McGuire Pit from 
Edwin to SGI and the issuance of a separate Mine ID Number for the SGI acreage by the CA Division of 
Mine Reclamation.  This process mirrors similar action taken by the Board of Supervisors in 2014 when 
the Reclamation Plan was bifurcated to separate acreage purchased by Edwin (Mine ID #91-03-0036) 
from Howard Properties (Mine ID Number 91-03-0008), and again in 2022 when the Reclamation Plan 
was further bifurcated to separate acreage purchased by Vulcan Materials from Edwin.  This action does 
not establish or convey any new land use rights or privileges. 

The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) allows minor amendments to an approved 
reclamation plan to be approved as an administrative action, whereas substantial deviations to a 
reclamation plan would require the appropriate level of CEQA analysis and approval in the same manner 
as the original plan.  SMARA defines a substantial deviation as “a change or expansion to a surface 
mining operation that substantially affects the completion of the previously approved reclamation plan, 
or that changes the end use of the approved plan to the extent that the scope of the reclamation 
required for the surface mining operation is substantially changed." 

Pursuant to SMARA, when determining whether an amendment constitutes a substantial deviation, the 
following facts shall be taken into consideration. Does the proposed amendment involve: 

1) A substantial increase in the disturbance of the surface area or in the maximum depth of mining;
2) A substantial extension of the termination date of mining operation as set out in the approved
reclamation plan;
3) Changes that would substantially affect the approved end use of the site as established in the
reclamation plan;
4) Changes to the operation inconsistent with the previously adopted environmental determinations;
and/or
5) Any other changes that the lead agency deems substantial deviations.

Amador County Code Section 7.36.180, “Amendments to plan,” also provides distinct approval 
processes for minor amendments versus substantial deviations:  "Amendments to an approved 
reclamation plan may be submitted detailing proposed changes from the original plan. Substantial 
deviations from the original plan shall not be undertaken until such amendment has been filed and 
approved, in the same manner as established herein for an original application; provided, minor 



amendments may be recommended by the Land Use Director after consultation with the board of 
supervisors agriculture and natural resources committee. Said committee recommendations shall be 
placed on the consent agenda for approval by the full board of supervisors." 

Suggested Committee Action: Submit a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors that the 
Committee finds the request to be a minor amendment and not a substantial deviation of the previously 
approved reclamation plan.  Findings to support this recommendation are: 

1) The proposed amendment will not cause a substantial increase in the disturbance of the surface area
or in the maximum depth of mining due to the limited nature of the proposed action;
2) The proposed amendment does not request a substantial extension of the termination date of the
mining operation set out in the approved reclamation plan;
3) The proposed amendment does not cause changes that would substantially affect the approved end
use of the site as established in the original reclamation plan;
4) The proposed amendment does not conflict with any prior environmental determinations; and
5) The proposed amendment does not propose any changes that the County deems a substantial
deviation.
6) Pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080(b)(1), and California Code of Regulations 15060(c)(1) & (2),
15061(b)(3), & 15268, approval of the minor amendment is an administrative, ministerial action and is
exempt from CEQA. A Notice of Exemption will be filed with the County Recorder.

Attachment:  Proposed Reclamation Plan Minor Amendment application 




































