BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF AMADOR, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF:

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A
STATEWIDE COMMISSION ON RESOLUTION NO. 19-015
RECYCLING MARKETS

WHEREAS, Counties are leaders and critical partners in California’s leading sustainability efforts; and

WHEREAS, China recently enacted strict mixed paper and plastic contamination limits and import bans
which are collectively referred to as National Sword; and

WHEREAS, China has declared their intent to ban all recyclable material imports by 2020; and

WHEREAS, Exporting recyclable materials to foreign markets is a key component of California's
recycling infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, National Sword policy changes in China has led to the decline of other international
markets for recyclables, and subsequent stockpiles of unsold materials at California solid waste and recycling
facilities or paying to have recyclables processed rather than receive revenue which adversely impacts program
funding; and

WHEREAS, California recycling policy relies on robust international markets to purchase and process
the millions of tons of recyclable waste it produces each year; and

WHEREAS, California lacks sufficient recycling infrastructure in state, especially in rural areas, and
attempts to site and permit new facilities or expand existing ones have been obstructed by overly burdensome
regulatory hurdles; and

WHEREAS, Rural jurisdictions generate less recyclables than urban areas so collection programs are
difficult and the cost to develop local recycling infrastructure is significantly less cost-effective requiring
transportation of recyclable many miles away; and

WHEREAS, Rural jurisdictions have been disproportionally impacted by the decline in recycling
markets for currently collected materials as well as the disproportional closure of beverage container recycling
opportunities in rural areas that are still underserved; and

WHEREAS, Stockpiled paper and plastic materials in California’s solid waste and recycling facilities is
causing slowdowns in processing of other waste materials and is creating potential public health risks; and

WHEREAS, Local governments across California will soon have to comply with additional state
regulations for organic waste diversion and processing. SB 1383 (Chapters 395, 2016) establishes targets to
achieve a 50 percent reduction in the level of the statewide disposal of organic waste from the 2014 level by
2020 and a 75 percent reduction by 2025. Infrastructure required to implement these regulations is expected to
cost billions; and
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WHEREAS, The lack of markets for currently collected recyclables is impeding the efforts of
jurisdictions to meet current and proposed state mandates for increased diversion; and

WHEREAS, These increased diversion requirements added to recent changes to international policies
and a declining global market value for recyclables, has resulted in an issue of statewide concern for the
resource recovery industry, local governments, and Californians; and now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The County of Amador calls for the Governor to establish a
statewide Commission to address these significant challenges to our recycling markets. The Commission should
be comprised of state, local and industry representatives with the task of making recommendations for solutions
to our declining markets for recyclable materials, while continuing to emphasize the need to divert materials
from our landfills. The Commission should have a rural representative appointed by the Rural Counties’
Environmental Services Joint Powers Authority (ESJPA). The ESJPA is a local governing body representing 24
rural counties and is specifically chartered to address rural solid waste issues. The Commission should examine
potential solutions including, but not limited to, the development of international and domestic markets, updated
compliance standards in this new economic environment, ways to increase source reduction, and any other
means that will alleviate the growing public health and environmental crisis while still allowing California to
meet its goals for a sustainable future.

The foregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Amador at a regular meeting thereof, held on the 12" day of February 2019, by the following vote:

AYES: Brian Oneto, Patrick Crew, Richard M. Forster, Jeff Brown, Frank U. Axe
NOES: None

ABSENT: None

‘grlan Oneto, Chairman, Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

JENNIFER BURNS, Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors, Amador County,
California

Deputy W
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