
PHONE: (209) 223-6380 
FAX:  (209) 223-6254 

WEBSITE:  www.amadorgov.org 
E-MAIL:  planning@amadorgov.org

AMADOR COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER        ● 810 COURT STREET ● JACKSON, CA  95642-2132

Early Consultation Application Referral 

TO: 

ACTC  

AFPD 

Amador Air District 

Amador LAFCO 

Amador Transit 

Amador Water Agency 

Building Department  

Cal Fire 

Caltrans, District 10 

CDFW, Region 2 

County Counsel  

Environmental Health Department 

Sheriff’s Office  

Surveying Department 

Transportation and Public Works Department 

Waste Management Department 

Buena Vista Band of Me-Wuk Indians** 

Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians** 

Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians** 

Ione Band of Miwok Indians** 

Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwuk Indians** 

Nashville Enterprise Miwok- Maidu- 

Nishinam Tribe** 

Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians** 

United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 

Rancheria** 

Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California** 

DATE: 

FROM: 

February 13, 2024

Krista Ruesel, Planning Department 

PROJECT: Use Permit and Reclamation Plan RP-98;1 Amendment Application for UP-24;2-1 Seaton Mine, 
New Chicago Highlands, Inc.  (completeness). APN: 008-140-016

REVIEW: 

Applicant/Property Owner: New Chicago Highlands, Inc., Michael Gornet 
Supervisorial District:  5 
Location: East of Drytown, approximately 2400 ft. from the intersection of California Mine 
Rd. and New Chicago Rd.  

As part of the preliminary review process, this project is being sent to State, Tribal, and 

local agencies for their review and comment.  The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

will review the project application for completeness during its regular meeting on 

Thursday, March 7, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Chambers at the 
County Administration Building, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California as well as via 

teleconference. 

**In accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, this notice constitutes formal 

notification to those tribes requesting project notification.  This notification begins the 30-day 

time period in which California Native American tribes have to request consultation. 
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
9 November 2023 
 
Michael Gornet                   via e-mail mgornet@gmail.com  
New Chicago Highlands, Inc. 
PO Box 251 
Amador City, CA 93601 

PERMIT QUERY FOR SEATON MINE, AMADOR COUNTY 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board staff were contacted by 
representatives of New Chicago Highlands, Inc. (New Chicago or Discharger) via email in 
September 2023 regarding permitting of the proposed reactivation of Seaton Mine (Facility) 
in Amador County. After a conference call with New Chicago representatives on 25 October 
2023, Central Valley Water Board staff received the undated Revised Project Description 
and Appendices to a Proposed Amendment of a Use Permit (Up 98;1-6) Covering the 
Reactivation of The Seaton Mine (CA Mine Id #91-03-0026) and a Revision of The Related 
Reclamation Plan (RP 98-1) (Revised Project Description) providing additional information 
for the proposed project.  
Staff were also cc-d on the Amador County Planning Department response to the 
Discharger’s e-mail which included the 10 March 1998 Conditions for Approval and 
Mitigation Monitoring Program (COA), and the 19 May 1998 letter from the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board to the Amador County Planning Department with 
comments on the Seaton Mine Reactivation Permit and Reclamation Plan, Drytown Mining 
District, Amador County (WB Letter). We also received a copy of the original Reclamation 
Plan 98-1. The 1998 documents were issued to a different discharger listed as the Emma H. 
Rose Mining Company LLC. 

Proposed Project Description 
The proposed reactivation of Seaton Mine outlined in the Revised Project Description 
includes surface and underground mining operations, onsite milling and processing, and 
surface and underground tailings backfill at the Facility. The proposed operations include 
the production and discharge of mining waste such as waste rock and tailings.  
The Discharger refers to the plan as “no discharge”, however the plan proposes to backfill 
tailings mixed with mining-influenced water with arsenic concentrations exceeding water 
quality goals1 to surface pits and underground workings which are potentially hydraulically 
connected with the local and regional groundwater and/or surface water, therefore this 
constitutes a discharge of mining waste that has the potential to threaten water quality. 

 
1 https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/water_quality_goals/ 
 

mailto:mgornet@gmail.com
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Mine Waste Discharge Permitting 
The discharge of mining waste is regulated by California Water Code Section 13260 and 
California Code of Regulations Title 27 (Title 27) Sections 22470 et seq. Both require a 
submittal of a Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD) which needs to include characterization 
and classification of types of generated mining waste (Title 27 Section 22480) and plans for 
their containment (Title 27 Section 22470 et seq.). The information provided in the ROWD 
allows waterboard staff to issue Waste Discharge Requirements.  
Mining waste as defined in the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (California Water 
Code or CWC) Section 13050 (q)(1) is,  

“all solid, semisolid, and liquid waste materials from the extraction, 
beneficiation, and processing of ores and minerals. Mining waste includes, 
but is not limited to, soil, waste rock, and overburden, as defined in Section 
2732 of the Public Resources Code, and tailings, slag, and other processed 
waste materials, including cementitious materials that are managed at the 
cement manufacturing facility where the materials were generated.”  

The characterization and classification of these mining wastes is of utmost importance in our 
permitting process.  

Waste characterization is required to classify the waste and quantify its 
potential threat to water quality (California Code of Regulations Title 27 
§22480). Waste characterization testing must be performed by California 
certified labs. A California certified is a lab accredited by the California 
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program. The Waste Extraction 
Test (WET) should be used to determine the amount of extractable 
substance in waste rock (CCR Title 22 Division 4.5, Chapter 11, Article 5, 
Appendix II). Furthermore, Acid Generation Potential testing must also be 
performed to determine whether the material has the potential to generate 
acid. More information is available in the Mining Waste Tech Note (June 
2008) 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/mining/mine_w
aste_technote.pdf. Analytical results and discussion of potential threats to 
water quality posed by the waste should be included as part of the technical 
report(s) of waste characterization. 

When waste characterization is complete, a better understanding of potential installed 
features, operation plans for waste containment, precipitation and drainage controls, and 
closure and post closure maintenance plans should be evident and should be utilized by the 
Discharger to generate the ROWD which needs to be submitted to the Central Valley 
Regional Water Board along with the filing fee so that we can prepare Waste Discharge 
Requirements for your operation.  

Permitting Status 
The Revised Project Description includes an Application of Waste Discharge General 
Information for Waste Discharge Requirements of NPDES Permit (Application) dated 20 
July 2023. To our knowledge, this Application has not been received by any of our offices. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/mining/mine_waste_technote.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/mining/mine_waste_technote.pdf
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Additionally, the information provided by the Application is also not sufficient because it is 
not consistent with the proposed project nor is the claim that no discharge is proposed 
supported.  As noted above, the discharge of mining waste, including mining-influenced 
water from the mine used as process water, to a mine, is a discharge under the Water Code 
13260 and Title 27 22470 et seq., and must be properly characterized and classified 
pursuant to Title 27 Section 22480.  
Moreover, the Report of Waste Discharge needs to include information on the status of 
compliance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), which is typically in the form 
of a determination by the Lead Agency and an updated reclamation plan. The permitted 
1998 Reclamation Plan RP-98-1 and Conditions of Approval don’t cover surface mining, on-
site processing, and tailings backfill proposed in the Revised Project Description.  
The review of received documentation listed above suggests that the permitting process for 
the project needs to be initiated at the Lead Agency/Amador County Planning Department 
level. Once the Lead Agency permitting process including the CEQA determination gets 
close to successful completion, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
permitting process can be initiated.  
Please review our website to gain a better understanding of our permitting process: 
Mining - Do I Need To Submit A Report Of Waste Discharge? | Central Valley Water Quality 
Control Board (ca.gov)  
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/mining/report_waste_discharge/ 

Conclusions 
The review of received documentation suggests that the proposed surface and underground 
mining, onsite processing, and tailings backfill project at the Seaton Mine needs to undergo 
the Lead Agency permitting process prior to the submittal of ROWD. Please contact the 
Amador County Planning Department for information regarding their permitting process.  
The future Report of Waste Discharge needs to be prepared pursuant to the requirements 
of Title 27 Section 22470 et seq., and needs to provide details on the operation, mining 
waste characterization and classification, and proposals for appropriate containment 
measures for the types of mining waste generated at the Facility. This information and a 
filing fee are needed to prepare Waste Discharge Requirements and Monitoring and 
Reporting Program for the proposed operation. The filing fee depends on the Threat and 
Complexity of the facility which can be determined after waste classification information is 
available. The current fee schedule is available online  
FY 2023-24 Water Quality Fee Schedule (ca.gov) 
[https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/fees/stakeholder/docs/2023/fy2324-wq-
feeschedule.pdf].  
It should be noted that once a ROWD and filing fee have been submitted, it takes an 
average of at least six months for a tentative Order to be presented before the Central 
Valley Board. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/mining/report_waste_discharge/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/mining/report_waste_discharge/
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Contact Information 
If you have questions regarding the content of this letter, you may contact my staff Natasha 
Vidic at (916) 464-4614 or Natasha.Vidic@waterboards.ca.gov, or you may contact me at 
(916) 464-1588 or Brad.Shelton@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
Brad Shelton, PG 
Senior Engineering Geologist 

cc [by email]:  
- Amador Planning Department, Jackson 
- Bill Gornet and Abid Hussain, New Chicago Highlands, Inc., Amador City 
- George Low, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, Redding 
- Jeff Huggins, Scott Armstrong and Lixin Fu, Central Valley Regional Water Quality 

Control Board, Sacramento 
 

mailto:Natasha.Vidic@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Brad.Shelton@waterboards.ca.gov
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Krista Ruesel <kruesel@amadorgov.org>

Seaton Mine
Ashley Anaya <aanaya@amadorgov.org> Thu, Feb 22, 2024 at 10:33 AM
To: Krista Ruesel <kruesel@amadorgov.org>, Planning Department <planning@amadorgov.org>

Good morning,

I have some questions regarding the Seaton Mine operations. 

What are the operations to be performed?
Will there be any blasting or explosives used?
Is it going to be operated year round?
Is there a safety plan already in place with the current permit?

Please let me know if there are any questions.

--
ASHLEY ANAYA - FIRE PREVENTION OFFICER 
AMADOR FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
810 Court Street Jackson, CA 95642
209-223-6391 ext. 226
amadorfire.org

"This communication may contain legally privileged, non-public and confidential information including HIPAA-protected PHI sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient, and the privilege is not waived by the receipt of this communication by an unintended and unauthorized recipient. If you are not the
intended recipient of this communication you are not authorized to use it in any manner and must either immediately destroy it or return it to the sender without
reading, saving or further distributing them. Please notify the sender immediately by telephone at (209) 223-6391 or email if you received this communication
in error.”

https://www.google.com/maps/search/810+Court+Street%C2%A0+Jackson,+CA+95642?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/810+Court+Street%C2%A0+Jackson,+CA+95642?entry=gmail&source=g
http://amadorfire.org/
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